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Greetings from President Karita
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Minister and Deputy Head of
Mission Burger

Wednesday, December 4, 2019
Christmas Party

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

The Christmas Party, our event to close out the year, was
attended by Minister and Deputy Head of Mission Burger of
the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo, Mr. Fuijii from the Canadian
Government Trade Office, West Japan, and approximately
150 members of the HCA.

The event began with a
performance of “O Come All Ye
Faithful” by the HCA ladies chorus
group and was followed by greetings
from HCA President Karita. In his
speech, he looked back on the
past year and talked about how,
at the Rugby World Cup, Team
Canada helped with the volunteer
typhoon damage cleanup activities
in Kamaishi. He said, “Canadians
are very kind and think of others
— This story struck me as typically
Canadian.”

Next, Minister Burger gave a
speech mentioning that 2019
marked the 90th anniversary of
Japan-Canada relations. She said,
“We are grateful to our predecessors
that built great relations between
our countries, and | have a renewed sense of responsibility
to those that will continue building ties. There are many
Japanese Canadians with ancestors who emigrated from
Hiroshima and | am very grateful for the friendship relations
built over many years by the Hiroshima Canada Association.”

After a toast with Canadian beer, the participants enjoyed
fellowship while savouring cuisine made with many Canadian
ingredients. In addition, HCA member company Kirin
Brewery Company, Limited provided a craft beer sampling
corner which attracted many guests who were able to
sample a multitude of unique types of beer.

After dinner, the highly anticipated raffle began. Many
prizes were donated this year as well from our special guests
and members. Excited voices rose from the crowd with each
number that was called.
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To close the evening,
HCA choir director Hiroshi
Shimooka passionately
performed “Time To
Say Goodbye” charming
the guests with his
powerful voice. Members
exchanged best wishes for
happiness in the new year
to close out a pleasant
evening.

. Mr. Shimooka passed
iaway suddenly on |
- May 24. May he rest in

Performance by the choir
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Wednesday, February 12, 2020

Meeting with the Co-Chairs
of the Canada-Japan Inter-
Parliamentary Group

The Japan Canada Diet Friendship League comprised
of Diet Members from Japan, and the Canada-Japan Inter-
Parliamentary Group comprised of Canadian Members of
Parliament, focus on cooperation between the councils
of both countries and conduct regular exchange activities
between members. As part of these exchange activities, the
Co-Chairs of the Canada-Japan Inter-Parliamentary Group
visited Japan and during their visit to
Hiroshima, had a meeting with HCA
President Karita.

Co-Chair Senator Jim Munson, and
Co-Chair Member of Parliament Terry
Sheehan are both elected members
from Ontario. It appeared that their
feelings toward peace were made
stronger through a courtesy call on
the Mayor of Hiroshima, and a visit to
the Memorial Cenotaph for the Atomic
Bomb Victims in Peace Memorial Park.

A lively exchange of information took
place with President Karita, covering
a wide variety of topics including
economics, trade, energy, and social
issues.

McKeeman, Member of Parliament Sheehan
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COVID-19 rages across the planet. At the time of writing (June) the situation
has stabilized within the prefecture, but we cannot become too complacent
and must prepare for the second wave of infection. We sincerely hope for the
development of a vaccine to see the end of this virus as soon as possible, and
wish for a strong recovery of economic and social activities.

At the same time, our society is experiencing a major turning point as we
become accustomed to a “new lifestyle.” We also must adjust our activities as
an international exchange group to suit the needs of society, but the mission
for our activities at the Hiroshima Canada Association will not change. We the
secretariat will continue to earnestly pursue goodwill relations with Canada.

—HCA Secretariat—




