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Saint-Sauveur Church, located in the well-known Laurentians resort area Photo by Katsukuni Tanaka (HCA Director)
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Greetings from the President

HCA President Shigeru Ashitani

Greetings members of the HCA. My name is Shigeru
Ashitani, and | have recently assumed the position of
President of the HCA.

Our association was established to promote goodwiill
and mutual understanding between Hiroshima and
Canada, and this year marks our 35th anniversary.
| would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to all our
members for your dedicated efforts thus far. | would
also like to thank the many related organizations and the
Canadian Embassy for their continued support of our
events.

Canada has beautiful natural scenery including the
Canadian Rockies, and is blessed with agricultural and
natural resources. In addition, in recent years Canada
has placed an emphasis on IT and high-tech industries
and has become a very important industrial and trading
partner. | am very much looking forward to experiencing
Canada’s culture and nature through HCA activities.

We will continue to plan regular meetings and events,
and strive to promote mutual understanding and friendly
relations with Canada. | kindly request your continued
support.
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July 7, 2023
Board of Directors Meeting,

General Meeting, and Reception
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Special guest Counsellor Fraser
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Performance by Kelly Pettit

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

At the Board of Directors Meeting and
General Meeting, the FY2022 activity and
accounts report and the FY2023 activity and
accounts plan were deliberated and approved.

The general meeting was followed by a
reception, which welcomed approximately 120
guests including special guests Counsellor
Fraser from the Canadian Embassy, Délégué
général La Salle from the Délégation générale
du Québec a Tokyo, and Director General
of the Citizen’s Affairs Bureau of the City of
Hiroshima, Mr. Murakami.

At the beginning of the event, then-president
Shimizu delivered a speech including comments
about Prime Minister Trudeau revisiting the
Atomic Bomb Museum on the last day of the
G7 Summit held in Hiroshima in May and about
the participation of HCA members at Summit
events. He reflected on the unprecedented
scale of this international event hosted by
Hiroshima.

Next, greetings were delivered by Counsellor
Fraser and Délégué général La Salle. After a
toast by HCA Director and Honorary Consul of
Canada Ishida, Canadian musician Kelly Pettit
gave a great performance leading to a nice
atmosphere for participants to enjoy fellowship.
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July 8, 2023
Hiroshima Sister City Commemorative
Event “Montreal Day”

Location: 6th Fl. Fukuya Department Store Eki-mae

“Montreal Day” is a commemorative event created with the
purpose of helping the citizens of Hiroshima feel closer to
and increase friendship with Hiroshima'’s sister city Montreal.
The HCA once again cooperated with the planning and
implementation of the event.

This year’s event was held in commemoration of the 25th
anniversary of sister city relations. The
event opened with greetings from the
organizing committee chairperson and
HCA Secretary General McKeeman and
was followed by congratulatory messages
from Délégué général La Salle from the
Délégation générale du Québec a Tokyo
and Counsellor Fraser from the Canadian
Embassy.

At the event, there was an introduction to
Montreal and a rock and pop performance
by Canadian musician Kelly Pettit, who had
also performed the previous day for the
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Large crowd at the lively commemorative event

HCA AGM. The many people who attended
were given the opportunity to experience
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the atmosphere of Montreal.
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November 3, 2023
Autumn Event

Location: Hirata Farm, Miyoshi

Forty-one people, including families, participated in the
HCA autumn event, which was held for the first time in four
years. Participants enjoyed fellowship outdoors in clear fall
weather.

To start the day, the group visited the Miyoshi Mononoke
Museum in Miyoshi. The museum uses modern exhibition
methods such as projection mapping to introduce stories
of “yokai” (Japanese monsters and spirits) that have been
passed down through the generations. Visitors felt nostalgic
seeing the yokai of their childhood.

Next, the group moved to the barbecue area at Hirata
Farm. After a toast by HCA President Ashitani, smoke soon
began rising from each table’s
BBQ. Mr. Aoyama, HCA director
and President of Foods-i, arranged
Canadian beef and pork to be
cooked and demonstrated grilling
techniques. Participants also
enjoyed pork soup and coleslaw
made by fellow members.

At each table, lively conversations
ensued between old friends and
new, as they enjoyed the revival of
in-person events.

Smiling participants at the long-awaited Autumn Event

—3—



TEIREE
AFFHhSRE- ILiEm

2= MAh BB

FEEI12RICEY NUA— )IJ?_E(D/EEJIILEE*/uD‘b BRVaRAAICHT S
(Jy{fbfgr%ﬁiﬂjﬁd)ﬂﬁ)?tﬁ*h@%ﬁﬁ%%b‘CﬁAbb\tOD

X—)LhEEF U,

BIISAIFIRS T TCRAED. EVE
UA—=)LEEOHRADFTIANCHABDFHFH
ZEZEULCVE YT, ZODEESD. HHTHED
STELIFDETEANDBRDULDZEHFENE
NieZ>5CT9,
BERIITHDE, RICFHBHESPHE
HELEOREIEE HEAFTEEENSD
BRDED PIWNLBEEDEELFRLD
ADCTWFEUE. AREATADIL—Y =R
NCHdE, LERLZEZEARN (REDL
EMERXFIR) HBTHH I ENDhoc®
35T,

BHADBR ISR

BEREBCEROCCEDHDMITEBSNIZD T,

MIFRY FCFRICHDVLIEFEHIREGRZRDIF. EASTAD
BRERDBLNIEWVWE, ZOA-I7 RURZENNSAICBTALE U,
BROICIFERSADERCTLUIZ, ZUC. BILITADARBRESAD

ARRDBERSAEHIBALE U,

SHELR. AFBFESDICEY MIA—IL7ZEHEN. TDEE. RUEEmR
/u\%*mhfi‘Lil}gbi L/fLo /u\rﬁ*/l.}(;
[COFDPFBERNILKEOTVcBDRE] CEBLEEDIC [HREER

ZIEN O CLEICHBRD.

BIEWVE, FRICEDEEY MUA—ILDB/INEDE
WCTLeDZERLLKBERA TV EESNE L.

ECDT, KFPFHEDREORLI414F. HF Y
([CIFH2R3TADHRADMEATVRUICHY ZEF
DHNFFFIXNTOHRAZHEABAERE L.
EMEZRIND L. BHEINEAICSEDRAHF U,
TUCTHREBEDILIOEFT BRARINYI—
IN—RBBICERNEND Ofc WV DREBIFREE DD D E T,

AFFICBEUCIMDANED 5B, BMFTELD
HRADEBLFRICH O EEBVNTVWET, CDKD

AR ZB<ERZ_ELBEDRIBEVEHICD
Aﬂﬁ*(d‘FﬁvaTLARBOJ}’H‘EE%%DDfliL/L,\c‘:,u\
F9,

* ﬁ % f& %E * Comments from the Editors

tAIALEE
Hichita and his awards
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Mr. and Mrs. Tadao Ishihara (front row right
and center), and the director of the Ishihara
Acupuncture and Chiropractic Clinic (back row)

HCA Member Article

Personal Mementos Returned from
Canada

HCA Director Katsukuni Tanaka

Last December, | received a message from Mr. Michio
Takikawa, a resident of Montreal. He requested my help in finding
relatives of the late Mr. Hichita Ishihara, a native of Hiroshima who
immigrated to Canada in the late Meiji Era.

Several times a month, Mr. Takikawa volunteers by delivering
Japanese bentos to Japanese-Canadians that live in Montreal.
During one of these deliveries, he was asked by a woman to help
her dispose of her deceased husband’s belongings.

Upon opening the boxes, he discovered three medals from the
Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War, the awards
from the Imperial Japanese Army, aloums and other valuable
mementos. Researching Hichita Ishihara’s roots, it was found
that he was from Hesaka Village, Aki-gun, Hiroshima Prefecture
(currently Hesaka, Higashi-ward, Hiroshima City).

Mr. Takikawa wished to return these items to relatives in Japan.
He contacted me since we had met before at the official residence
of the Consul General in Montreal.

After doing some research on the Internet, | found the Ishihara
Acupuncture and Chiropractic Clinic. | thought there may be
a connection with Hichita and sent their email address to Mr.
Takikawa. It turns out that they were distant relatives of Hichita.
We then found that Hichita was the great uncle of Tadao Ishihara
in the same town.

This May, | visited Montreal for the first time in three years.
When | visited, | collected the items and brought them back
to Tadao and his wife in Hiroshima. Tadao was surprised that
such valuable items still remained and said that he remembered
receiving packages from Montreal at the end of the year soon
after the war.

When the Pacific War began in 1941, there were about 23,000
Japanese-Canadians living in Canada. As Canada was part of the
British Commonwealth, Japanese-
Canadians were designated as
enemies. Their assets were seized
and the people were sent to
internment camps. Even after the
war ended, Japanese-Canadians
were not allowed to return to the
Vancouver area until 1949. It was a
sad part of history.

| have heard similar stories about
the hardships Japanese-Canadians
faced during the war from my great
aunt who immigrated to Canada. |
believe it's important to learn about
the history of overseas immigrants
in order to prevent repeating such
tragedies brought about by war.
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relations.

Hiroshima. We celebrated the 35th anniversary of the HCA and the 25th
anniversary of the Hiroshima-Montreal sister-city agreement. We are
eternally grateful to all those who have supported the HCA throughout the
years.

ever stronger person-to-person relations between our members and with
our friends in Canada. We will strive for an even stronger HCA in 2024 and
we look forward to seeing you all at future events!
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This year has been a busy and fruitful year for Hiroshima-Canada

The G7 Summit brought the largest ever delegation from Canada to

Now that COVID restrictions have been lifted, we look forward to building

—HCA Secretariat—




