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Victims of conflict:
Refugees 
and
displaced individuals



Basic facts
1. Today, 50%of the world's refugees are women and girls. (UNHCR 

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/women.html)
2. Only 4% of projects in UN inter-agency appeals were focused on  women and girls 

in 2014, and just 0.4% of all funding to fragile states went to women’s groups or 
women’s ministries from 2012 to 2013 (UN OCHA (2015) World Humanitarian Data and Trends, 
p. 23.)

3. According to UN reports, 60% of preventable maternal deaths take place in 
humanitarian settings (United Nations Economic and Social Council (2014) Gender equality 
and the empowerment of women in natural disasters, Report of the Secretary-General.)

4. At least 1 in 5 refugees or displaced women are estimated to have experienced 
sexual violence (United Nations Economic and Social Council (2014) Gender equality and the 
empowerment of women in natural disasters, Report of the Secretary-General.)

http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/women.html
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/WHDT2015.pdf
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/13
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/13
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/13
https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/CN.6/2014/13


Women and Armed Conflict

https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections

/Multimedia/2015/infographic-armed-conflict-en-11x17.pdf



Refugees



Signing countries’ responsibility to refugees
● signing countries often have laws that specify the kinds of persecution or harm

● signing countries have ‘special responsibilities’ to the protection of children, 

women and girls, people with disabilities, and other individuals with special 

needs 

e.g. human trafficking of young girls in some countries; empowering displaced 

women and those with special assistance



Legal procedures in Japan

Image from : https://www.issj.org/en/refugees/about



In Japan…



Around the world…

from: https://immigrationforum.org/article/fact-sheet-international-refugee-protection-system/



Where do 
they go?



https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/infographics



What you need to know about women and peace-keeping 
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/uncategorized/what-you-need-to-know-about-women-and-peacekeeping/

Many victims of war are women, so why are they ignored?



Women’s 
participation  is 
the ‘key’ to 
peace



Slow changes…
● In _______, the UN passed the landmark Security Council Resolution 1325 – the first resolution to 

address the disproportionate and unique impact of armed conflict on women. 

● In ________ Major General Kristin Lund of Norway was appointed as the first woman to serve as 

Force Commander in a United Nations peacekeeping operation — the UN Peacekeeping Force in 

Cyprus.

● a meager proportion of wmen in the peacekeeping force  – 4 percent of soldiers and 10 percent 

of police deployed to UN missions. Women make up a greater proportion of the UN’s deployed 

civilian staff, though at 22 percent, they are still underrepresented, especially at senior levels.

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/osagi/wps/
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