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July, 1991
Reception on the occasion of
being named Honorary Trade
Representative of Canada

Former HCA President Tada
Passes Away

Former HCA president Mr. Koki Tada passed away on
March 13, 2019 at the age of 95 years.

Mr. Tada joined the Chugoku Electric Power Co., Inc. in
1947 and became president of the company and president
of the HCA in 1989.

In the 18 years of his presidency until 2007, he actively
strove to build goodwill relations with Canada through
holding regular HCA meetings and exchange events,
goodwill visits to Canada, domestic trips with members,
and youth exchange programs. He also contributed
greatly to exchange relations between Hiroshima and
Montreal culminating in the sister city agreement signed in
May 1998.

He built broad friendly relations with Canada through
cultural and economic exchange events, and was named
Honorary Trade Representative of Canada in May, 1991
and Honorary Consul in November, 1996.

In recognition of his service, the Government of Japan
awarded him the Medal with Blue Ribbon in 1988, the
First Class Order of the Sacred Treasure in 1999, and the
Second Grade of the Third Rank of Honour in April, 2019
after his passing.

We are deeply saddened by his passing and may he rest
in peace.

19928R HF1EANF F#H=ZHM
August, 1992
First Goodwill Mission to Canada
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October, 1995
First HCA Fall Picnic
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November, 1996
Appointed as Honorary Consul of Canada
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December 11, 2018
Christmas Party

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

The year-ending Christmas Party welcomed special

guests Consul La Salle of the Consulate of Canada
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Greetings by President Karita

Chamber of Commerce in Japan, as well as approximately

160 members of the HCA.

President Karita opened the event with
a speech that began by looking back
on the past year. Next he talked about
one of the big events of the next year,
the rugby World Cup, in which Japan
and Canada have both qualified and he
reported that Canada’s training camp will
be held in Nagato, Yamaguchi. To close
his greetings, he spoke of the changing
of the era in 2019, and his wish for the
further development of goodwill relations
between Japan and Canada.

Consul La Salle spoke of the 30th
anniversary of the HCA, expressed his
gratitude for our contributions over many
years, and added his expectations for an
even stronger relationship between Japan
and Canada on the occasion of the 90th
anniversary of goodwill relations between
our two countries.

The reception began with a performance
by the HCA member chorus group.
Since it was their 25th appearance,
President Karita gave each member a
commemorative gift. After the performance,
chorus leader Mr. Shimooka performed a
Canadian version of “Funiculi Funicula,”
which added to the excitement of the
event.

During the latter half of the event,
participants were treated to an exciting
bingo game with many prizes donated by

HCA members. Finally, the lights were dimmed and we
enjoyed a live band performance. The room immediately
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. L | with Christmas songs sung by the entire group wishing for
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January 18, 2019

Participation in the “Canada
Network Symposium” Hosted
by the Canadian Embassy

Location: Canadian Embassy in Tokyo

Secretary General McKeeman attended the 7th “Canada
Network Symposium” hosted by the Canadian Embassy.

Following presentations from Embassy
staff regarding the latest information from
Canada, Secretary General McKeeman
gave a presentation on behalf of the
regional Japan-Canada exchange
associations and spoke of our goodwill
visit to Canada on the occasion of the
30th anniversary of the HCA.

This symposium was attended by
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Secretary General McKeeman

exchange relations with Canada, which led

BUVLWCERBRERERBEZTDOCENTERUI, providing an activity report to a meaningful exchange of information.
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March 12, 2019
Regular Meeting

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

Preceding the regular meeting reception, we held a
screening of the film, “Maudie” a Canadian film produced
in 2016. Sixty HCA members enjoyed the film.

The film tells the life story of Maud Lewis, a Canadian
painter stricken with rheumatism, who was married and
lived in a small coastal town and became well known for
her paintings of animals and the four seasons of Canada
despite her iliness affecting her mobility. Audience
members commented, “l felt her strength of
spirit in my heart,” and “it made me think of
husband and wife relationships.”

The reception was attended by about 100
HCA members, and following a speech
by President Karita, Director Tanaka gave
an introduction using photos of exchange
activities between First Nations groups in
Japan and Canada.

Members deepened fellowship in a
relaxed atmosphere while enjoying Canadian
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President Karita food products.
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April 1, 2019

HCA Receives City of Hiroshima
Award of Merit

Location: Hiroshima City Hall

On this occasion, the HCA was recognized and given
an award of merit by the City of Hiroshima for long-
term contributions to international exchange. HCA Vice
President Matsumura attended the
ceremony and received a certificate
and plaque from Mayor Matsui.

We will continue to strengthen
the bonds between Hiroshima and
Canada and pursue new activities.
We are grateful for the great support
and cooperation of our members

SEEIIR CAE since the founding of the HCA.

Certificate and plaque
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During the summer,
people go north to canoe or kayak.

BNCNET— (FEZH)

The CN Tower at night
(Toronto)

KFEEX/—K—=REEDTA L2 —ZK—Y
| love winter sports like snowboarding.
(Milton, Ontario)

Canadian Member Essay
Alberto Galindo

My name is Alberto Galindo, but | usually go by
the name “Beto”. This has been my nickname since
| was a child and | have noticed it is much easier to
pronounce in Japan. Therefore, it is what | go by
since immigrating into this country.
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Air Canada Centre,

basketball & hockey
arena

| was born in Bogota, Colombia but | lived majority of
my life in Canada before moving to Japan 4 years ago.
After moving from place to place, my family decided to
settle in Canada when | was 11 years old. | first arrived
in Hamilton, Ontario; a city mainly known for being
highly industrialized. My family and | then relocated to
Mississauga, where | finished my high school education.
Subsequently, | moved to Toronto for my studies in
university and it is where | feel mostly attached to,
therefore | feel Toronto to be my home.

Toronto is not only the largest city in Canada, but also the
biggest culture melting pot in the world. It is very diverse and
people from all sorts of different cultural backgrounds come
together to live in harmony. This is in fact my favourite aspect
of this city. Once being in the city, one can experience and
take part in various cultural events from all around the globe,
without ever leaving home. It is not unusual to walk around
and hear various languages being spoken on the streets. The
city of Toronto has areas where certain cultures are more
prominent, but not exclusive, thereby allowing everyone from
any cultural background to have a taste of being "abroad"
by just driving out a few blocks. The best thing about it is
that no matter what you look like, or what you sound like,
everyone treats each other normally without casting anyone
away.

| have also lived in Montreal, Quebec, the second
largest city in Canada where the mainly spoken language
is French. Although a vast amount of people also speak
English, the day-to-day life is all in French. However, like
Toronto, Montreal is a cultural melting pot where people of
other cultures live alongside one another. It is said that it
has more of a relaxed environment compared to Toronto. |
can agree with that statement, but nevertheless love both
cities. | can honestly strongly recommend visiting Canada
if you have not been there yet.
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Alberta Shifts From Left to Right
2019 Alberta General Election Won by UCP

’ Secretary General, Scott McKeeman ‘

After four years of rule by the center-left New
Democratic Party (NDP), the government of Alberta has
been taken back by the right wing United Conservative
Party (UCP).

From 1971 to 2015, the province was governed by
the Progressive Conservative (PC) Party. In the general
election of 2015, the NDP won the majority of seats
for the first time in its history. However, in the general
election of April 2019, they also became the first
political party to lose power after a single term.

The UCP, led by political veteran Jason Kenney, was
formed in 2017 by merging two conservative political
parties — the Progressive Conservative Party and the
Wildrose Party. After four difficult years in an economic
downturn mainly caused by a drop in the price of oil
and a devastated oil industry, the people of Alberta
have made their voices heard.

With a voter turnout reported at 64%, it's clear that
the people wanted change. The UCP won 63 seats
out of 87 for a clear majority win. The two major cities
in Alberta -- Calgary (pop. 1,000,000) and Edmonton
(pop. 710,000) -- are divided clearly across political
lines. In the latest election the UCP took most of the
seats in Calgary and the NDP took all but one seat in
Edmonton. No other political parties won seats in this
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election, a first since 1993. The UCP also became the
first political party outside of Ontario and Quebec to
poll over 1 million votes.

The rest of Canada will now be watching to see if the
new right wing government of Alberta and the left wing
federal government can create a positive relationship.

Economic stability
and the overall
future of the country
may depend on it.
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Shortly after the regular meeting in March, we received the sad news of the
passing of former HCA President, Mr. Tada.

He was highly trusted and respected, and the Canadian Ambassador at the
time and those who knew him well called him by the friendly term “Mr. Tada”
due to his warm personality. He worked passionately to promote goodwill
relations between Canada and Japan and we remember him as a man who
loved Canada, who always smiled and talked positively when the conversation
turned to Canada. His efforts to build broad relations live on to this day in our
association.

May he rest in peace.

—HCA Secretariat—
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