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Message to
the Hiroshima Canada Association

Former Ambassador of Canada to Japan
Joseph Caron

| wish to extend my greeting to President Karita Tomohide and
all of my friends of the HCA. | am honored to have been asked to
provide a brief message to the membership. It is an opportunity to
update you on what is happening in Canada.

No one will be surprised to read that, very much as with
Japanese, Canadians have seen their lives turned upside-down
by the COVID-19 epidemic. Health care, business, education,
politics, indeed, all aspects of society have been seriously
challenged.

To this date in late May, over 1,350,000 Canadians have
suffered from the COVID virus and its many variants. 25,000 have
died from the disease. This is a tragedy, by any measure. After a
slow start, over 20 million Canadians have now received at least
one dose of COVID vaccine, just over half of our population. But
only 4.3% of Canadians have been vaccinated twice. So we have
a long way to go to achieve overall population immunity. Still, there
is less resistance to receiving the vaccines among Canadians
than is the case in other countries. And the national and provincial
governments have succesfully revved-up their ability to aid the
victims and deliver the vaccines. A mid-summer return to some
degree of normality is expected throughout the country. Still,
Canadians know that COVID, with its many variants, will be with
us a long time. We will have to be better prepared in the future.

Canadians are following COVID developments in Japan closely,
with the forthcoming Olympic Games in Tokyo drawing a great
deal of nervous attention. Seen from the East side of the Pacific
Ocean, the Japanese Government’s target of vaccinating 1
million Japanese per day appears to be a serious challenge. The
Japanese enjoy one of the world’s highest standards of medical
care. As with Canada and every other advanced country however,
the real test will be Governments’ ability to manage effectively not
only the COVID threat, but that of future pandemics and limit the
damage that they cause. In this regard, Canadians and Japanese
are facing the same challenge.

My biggest hope is that all of the members of the HCA will
remain safe and healthy. In the end, this too will pass.
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At a luncheon held during the 2017 Goodwill Visit
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At a Montreal Canadiens game at the Bell
Centre in Montreal, pre-COVID

Pro Sports in Canada
amid the COVID Pandemic

\ HCA Director Katsukuni Tanaka

Amidst the spread of COVID around the world, pro sports
in Canada have also been affected in various ways.

Canada’s national sport and beloved pastime, ice hockey
is represented by the National Hockey League (NHL). There
are 31 teams in the USA and Canada, and seven of them
are in major cities in Canada such as Montreal and Toronto.
The teams from Canada are mixed into to four divisions with
teams from the USA. However this year, since the border
was closed due to COVID, the seven teams from Canada
formed a North Division and are playing games without fans
in attendance. This season had only 56 games, 26 fewer
than normal years. Frequent competition
between rival teams in Canada has made
for many exciting matches.

The border closing also affected Major
League Baseball (MLB), and Canada’s only
team, the Toronto Blue Jays, is playing out
of a temporary home in Dunedin, Florida.
As well the Toronto Raptors of the National
Basketball Association (NBA) temporarily
moved to Tampa, Florida.

Wouldn't it be nice to see a quick end
to this pandemic and see sports around
the world return to normal?
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First photo exhibition in Vancouver (hosted by
Vancouver photographer Mr. Koichi Saito)

Message from the New HCA Member

HCA Member Reina Takei

In 2020, | moved to the city | love, Hiroshima, and
joined the HCA, a group that connects with the place |
love like a second home, Canada.

My first experience with Canada was when | was a
student at a university in British Columbia. During my time
there, | went on a trip across the country with my friend
on VIA rail. We stopped at many cities along the way and
were greatly impressed by the vast natural beauty, the
multiculturalism, and the gentle nature of the citizens from
many cultures living together.

Since then, I've visited Canada almost every year,
becoming a “Canada-holic” -- | went to the wedding
of my best friend, the 150th anniversary
celebration in Ottawa, and the Montreal
International Jazz Festival. Canada continues
to fascinate me as a very comfortable place
to visit, and | never grow tired of it no matter
how many times | go.

| was also able to leave a small footprint in
Canada as well. | was invited to participate
in a Vancouver photo exhibition from
December 2019 to January 2020. It was like
a dream. | never thought | would be able to
show my creations on a street corner of the
country that | love and have the local citizens
enjoy viewing my collection.

My travel motto is: “Travel like you live
there.” | really hope to visit Canada again
soon.
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Message from the

Canadian Government Trade Office, Fukuoka

Trade Commissioner
Koji Fuijii

It has been about a year and a half since we have been affected
by the COVID pandemic. | hope you are all well. As a regional
officer of the Canadian Embassy in Japan, | have participated
in many regular meetings of the HCA. | have received a great
deal of assistance from companies that | have visited and have
enjoyed conversations with President Karita, the staff of the
HCA secretariat, and individual and corporate HCA members.
Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for your friendship and your
patronage with Canada. | would like to tell you today that in my
experience, past Ambassadors and Canadian diplomats that have
visited Hiroshima have all become Hiroshima fans. Canadians
who attend HCA events for the first time are always impressed,
and those who experience the atmosphere of the HCA always
look forward to coming back again. | think this is due to the warm
hospitality, and friendship of the HCA members. | am very grateful.

| believe that many of you have seen changes in your workstyles
due to COVID, and our operations at the Canadian Embassy
have also changed greatly. We mostly work remotely, and online
events and web meetings with Canada have increased. Due to
the time difference, we have many morning meetings in Japan
when it’s evening in Canada. Even within Canada there is a large
time difference between regions. When it’s 5 pm in Vancouvery, it's
already 8 pm in Toronto and 9 pm in Halifax. We get a real feeling
of how broad Canada is. When meetings end, it’s sometimes
close to 11 pm on the east coast making for some tough
meetings.

Even though it’s not yet possible to go on foreign trips, there is
a way for you to enjoy the
vastness of Canada. The
Canadian Embassy and
others created the “Canadian
Food Style” website. Please
have a look using the QR
code below. In this site you
can view information about
the provinces, learn about
Canadian cuisine, and search
for Canadian products. Until
we can visit Canada again,
| would be glad if you could
feel closer to Canada in a
“virtual” way.

We must still be cautious
with the pandemic, so please
take care of yourselves. We
at the Canadian Embassy
sincerely hope that we can
see you all in Hiroshima
again very soon.
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“This too will pass.” This philosophy, in various forms, has inspired
people for generations and in this edition of the newsletter we were
reminded of its importance by good friend of the HCA, Mr. Joseph Caron.
We have all been affected by COVID-19 in some way, but in time we will get
through this. Vaccine roll-out is progressing and there appears to be some
light at the end of the tunnel. We are grateful to all our contributors and
enjoy hearing about how their activities are progressing in these difficult
times.

We wish all our members good health and look forward to being able to
host in-person meetings again soon!

—HCA Secretariat—




