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Canoe camping at Algonquin Park, Ontario Photo: Ms. Lisa Mallin (First Secretary, Trade Policy - CPTPP, Embassy of Canada)
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Message from
the Ambassador of Canada to Japan

Ambassador of Canada to Japan
lan G. McKay

Dear Friends,

| am delighted to be back in Japan, this time serving as
Canada’s Ambassador. It was a pleasure to meet with President
Karita in Tokyo, in July, very soon after | arrived, and | was
honoured to attend the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Ceremony
early in August.

Japan has had a profound impact on my life, both professionally
and personally. | first came to this country in the summer of 1980
— more than 41 years ago — as a sister-city exchange student in
the small town of Ikeda, Hokkaido. The next year, | returned to
Japan as a Rotary Club scholarship - this time to Shimonoseki,
in Yamaguchi. Years later, | was a staff member at the Canada
Pavilion at EXPO 85 in Tsukuba, Ibaraki and, following that, | spent
ten years in Tokyo working in the financial industry. | have been
a keen observer of the relationship between Canada and Japan
over the past 40 years, and | truly think there has never been a
better time to serve as Canada’s Ambassador to Japan.

Canada and Japan are natural partners, with common values
and priorities that shape our vision for the future. In May of this
year, we announced six shared priorities in the Indo-Pacific,
including rule of law, security, health, free trade promotion, energy,
and environment & climate change. This new framework will be
the cornerstone of Canada-Japan regional cooperation going
forward.

Key to continued mutual economic prosperity is the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP), which underscores our shared commitment
to rules-based trade, and is creating new innovation partnerships,
and trade and investment opportunities, in both Canada and
Japan. Our commercial links are substantial and taking on added
importance as we respond to the economic impact of COVID-19.
Canada has long been a key source of economic security for
Japan and greatly benefits from the prominent role Japanese
investment and companies play in the Canadian economy.

| look forward to an opportunity when | can return to Hiroshima.
Working with your Association, | am eager to build on the many
strengths of the Canada-Japan relationship, and to advance
our shared interests and priorities as we look ahead to new
opportunities.
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Former Consul General Izawa (Centre)
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President Karita and First Secretary Mallin

October 12, 2021

Consulate General of Japan in Montreal
Former Consul General lzawa and
Newly Appointed Consul General Saito
Pay Courtesy Calls on the HCA

Former Consul General of Japan in Montreal, Mr. Izawa who recently left his
position, and newly appointed Consul General Saito visited the HCA to speak with

President Karita.

Former Consul General Izawa spoke of his wide variety of feelings he
accumulated over his three-year term including the differences between Canada
and Japan in terms of COVID-19 policies, the excellence of Quebec’s diversity,
energy policy, and others. He noted that the direct flight that commenced in 2018
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October 22, 2021

"“From Canada to Japan’s Tables:
The Benefits of the CPTPP”
Presentation

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

Since the Christmas Party was held in 2019,
we at the HCA have not been able to hold events
due to the effects of COVID-19. As cases have
decreased and with the appropriate COVID-19
infection prevention precautions in place, we
were finally able to hold a speech event for our
members.

Approximately 80 members attended the
event entitled “From Canada to Japan’s Tables:
The Benefits of the CPTPP” which welcomed
First Secretary Lisa Mallin from the Canadian
Embassy in Tokyo as a speaker. Ms. Mallin
has focused on the CPTPP and promotion of
Canada-Japan trade relations at the Embassy of
Canada in Tokyo since 2018.

Thanks to the CPTPP, it is possible to import Canadian
agricultural products from Canada at a lower cost and we
are seeing more Canadian products in stores in Japan now.
Since childhood, Ms. Mallin has been a fan of “Mystery
Hunter” and gave an easy to understand presentation
including quizzes using an online real-time questionnaire
application. Participants enjoyed an interactive experience
as their word responses and quiz numbers appeared on the
screen.

Participants received CPTPP promotional materials, a
CPTPP notebook and a Canadian-themed clear file from the
Canadian Embassy, and from the HCA, some food products
related to the presentation.

CPTPP : Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership
The CPTPP is a free trade agreement implemented in 2018
which is also called the TPP11. The Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) initially included 12 nations, but with the withdrawal of
the United States by the Trump Administration, the treaty now
includes 11 nations.
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Consul General Saito (Second from right)

between Narita and Montreal increased positive feelings about Japan along with increased visitors between our two countries.
Consul General Saito spoke of his desire to strengthen relations between Japan and Quebec across many fields and hopes that visitors
between our two countries will begin in earnest now that COVID-19 cases have begun to decrease in Canada.

It was a fruitful meeting for all involved.
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Mational Day
for Truth and
Reconciliation
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The First “National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation”

’ Secretary General Scott McKeeman ‘

Most countries have a time in their history in which
unthinkable things happened when compared to the
standards of our modern society. Canada is no different.

In May, 2021 over 200 unmarked graves were found at
an Indian residential school site in British Columbia, leading
to national outrage and coverage in international news.
The sheer scale of the problem was exposed to the whole
country and the world. As of September, more than 1,300
graves have been found but indigenous community leaders
have said this is “just the tip of the iceberg.”

From 1831 to 1998, the Canadian government, with the
cooperation of religious groups, instituted a mandatory
boarding school system for indigenous children. There was a
total of around 150,000 children who attended 140 federally-
run schools over the years. The purpose was to take the
children away from their families, native culture and language,
and assimilate them into “Canadian” society. The students
were forced to learn English and French, and study Christian
religion. They were often housed in poor accommodations,
with poor nutrition and medicine. Many children died during
their time at the schools.

Students that survived often found it difficult to return to
their old communities, but also faced racism in mainstream
Canadian society. A settlement agreement was eventually
negotiated for survivors and in 2008, the Prime Minister of
Canada delivered an official apology for the school system
and established the Truth and Reconciliation Commission to
discover the truth about what happened at the schools.

On September 30, 2021 Canada instated the first National
Day for Truth and Reconciliation. The day honours the lost
children and survivors of residential schools, their families
and communities. September 30th was also named “Orange
Shirt Day.” People across the country were asked to wear
orange to raise awareness of this
history.

Public commemoration of the
tragic and painful history and ongoing
impacts of residential schools will
not bring back the children that we
lost, but it is a crucial beginning to
promote the further understanding
of the issues faced by indigenous
people in Canada.
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During the creation of this newsletter, we received news from Montreal.
Mayor Plante, first elected in 2017, has been re-elected for a second term.
We had the pleasure of welcoming her delegation to Hiroshima in 2018,
and we are very happy to hear that she will be continuing in her position.
As mentioned in this edition, we have also begun a relationship with newly
appointed Consul General Saito, so the future looks bright for exchange
between our two cities. COVID-19 has made making person-to-person
connections more difficult, but as cases decrease, we hope to renew our
good relations between HCA members and contacts in Canada.

—HCA Secretariat—
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