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HCA President Ashitani

July 8, 2024

Board of Directors Meeting, Annual
General Meeting, and Reception

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

At the 2024 Board of Directors Meeting and
Annual General Meeting, activity and financial
reports from the previous year and current year
were discussed and approved.

The reception held after the Annual General
Meeting welcomed approximately 120
members, including special guests Counsellor
Emond from the Canadian Embassy and
Délégué général La Salle from the Délégation
générale du Québec a Tokyo.

In the opening remarks, HCA President
Ashitani stated that this year marks the 95th
anniversary of full bilateral diplomatic relations
between Canada and Japan, and spoke of an
HCA tour to visit the Canada Pavilion at the
upcoming Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai next year.
He ended his remarks by expressing his hope
that the friendly ties between Hiroshima and Canada will
become even stronger.

Next, Counsellor Emond gave remarks highlighting the
increasingly important relationship between Canada and
Japan and explained that we have reached the next level
in our relations. Délégué général La Salle spoke of the
exchange relations between Quebec and Japan being not
only cultural, but also expanding to other industries such as
IT and aerospace.

Afterwards, Canadian musician Wayne Bartelink, who
performed at the "Montreal Day" event, gave a guitar
performance. He livened up the venue with familiar tunes like
"Country Road" as well as original songs, creating a warm
and friendly atmosphere for the members to enjoy fellowship.
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“Montreal Day” is a commemorative event
created with the purpose of helping the citizens of
Hiroshima feel closer to and increase friendship
with Hiroshima’s sister city Montreal. The HCA
once again cooperated with the planning and
implementation of the event.

At the venue, visitors were drawn to exhibition
panels set up to introduce the history of exchange
activities between Hiroshima City and Montreal, and
activities of the Consulate headed by an Honorary
Consul in Hiroshima. Visitors also enjoyed going

- - - _ around booths selling Canadian specialty products.
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REaHEmDF v JH(CHDMorizo BBQT. BHID [fHDITE] The annual autumn event was held at Morizo BBQ in

FRIE, 3BADSHEN. OEHEEAROD T Hfeh S 3BBmEAEThHE @ campground in Akitakata City. Thirty-five participants
Ui enjoyed fellowship in a peaceful natural setting.
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_ —_ L who handles Canadian beef
3 () T—APA 1 ROBILE and other products, took the
ENFLEFOTHFIED lead in griling Canadian steaks
AT —FPIART D =i andMspgre rBitétho ||oerfecti(')”n
5 R T = on Morizo 's large grill.
EJZE ZE’JEE:C"HEEL/T“%D\‘ In addition, there was also
=BAEGICERULIZIEWVTIE a delicious pork miso soup
mOBETHHD., SME LR
DIEKEADBM ZEERD S

prepared by volunteer members,
allowing the attendees to enjoy
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; a day filled with a bountiful
& e e e spread of autumn flavors.
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At the barbecue site with a “Canadian” atmosphere
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Canada Pavilion - Lates News from the Canadian Embassy

* ﬁd‘ﬁ‘l‘%iﬁ * Canada Column

Latest Development News of
Canada Pavilion

Canada is thrilled to return to Japan and to the Kansai
region for Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai! We look forward to
sharing the best of Canada at this Expo and building upon
our stellar participation at past Expos in Japan, including
Osaka (1970), Okinawa (1975), Tsukuba (1985) and Aichi
(2005).

Canada’s creativity will be in the spotlight throughout
World Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai. This includes the diverse
cultural programming presented by Canada’s National Arts
Centre (NAC) with more than 100 Canadian performers
on the Canada Pavilion stage and event spaces across
the Expo site. Visitors to the pavilion will be enchanted
by the engaging public presentation, where Canada’s
theme of REGENERATION
will be brought to life under
the artistic direction of Robert
Lepage. Canada’s thematic
approach will be used to
amplify our key strengths
of creativity, diversity, and
commitment to sustainability.
Canada will also focus on
UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) related to quality
education (SDG#4), gender
equality (SDG#5) and climate
action (SDG#13).

Canada is also inviting
creative and artistic collaborations as part of the Expo
Theme Weeks* and is forging exciting partnerships
with other pavilions including the Women's Pavilion, the
Jellyfish Pavilion, and the Better Co-Being Pavilion, among
others. Crowd-pleasing signature events will be highlights
of the 6-month calendar including Canada’s National Day
on May 17th, a celebration of legendary jazz pianist Oscar
Peterson in June, a special Canada Street Dance event in
July and participation in Te Aratini — Festival of Indigenous
and Tribal Ideas.

Mark your calendars and make your plans to join us in
Osaka and experience the warmth, creativity and talent of
Canada at Expo 2025.

We invite you to stay tuned for more update on
Canada’s journey to Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai by following
us on Facebook (@CanadaExp02025), X (@CanadaExpo),
Instagram (@CanadaExpo), and LinkedIn (Canada Expo).

* "Theme Weeks" is an initiative in which countries from around
the world create a "Future Society for Our Lives" and solve global-
scale issues through dialogue.
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This fall, major elections were held in Japan and the United States, and
next fall, federal elections are planned for Canada. How will the results
of these elections affect future US-Japan and Canada-Japan relations?
The political situations of these countries are increasingly uncertain, but
grassroots organizations like the HCA have worked hard to maintain
effective partnerships over the years regardless of the status of the
governing political parties. We hope that Canada’s pavilion at EXPO 2025
will be a great success and lead to even more mutual interest between the
citizens of both of our countries in these turbulent times.

—HCA Secretariat—




