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Program

Best Student Presentation Award

We are pleased to announce that Cambridge University Press will sponsor three best student presentation awards. 
All master and doctoral students presenting a talk or a poster are eligible. The first prize will consist of free access
to the Journal of Child Language for one year. The second and third prizes will consist of book tokens. Instructions

for the award procedure will be given during the conference.

For more information on the conference venue please click here.



Thursday
September 22, 2022

8:30 – 9:00 Registration

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome

9:30 – 10:30 PLENARY 1: Ana Pérez-Leroux

How to interpret variable input
[abstract]
Chair: Esther Rinke

10:30 – 11:00 --- Coffee Break ---

Chair: Cristina Flores Chair: Naama Friedmann

11:00 – 11:30 Lydia White, Heather Goad, Guilherme 

D. Garcia, Natália Brambatti Guzzo, Liz 
Smeets and Jiajia Su. Pronoun
interpretation in L2 English and L1 
Italian: effects of stress [abstract]

Chiara Dal Farra, Fabienne Martin, 

Yining Nie, Maria Teresa Guasti and 
Artemis Alexiadou. Bigger is better! 
Older Italian children prefer heavy 
locative prepositions [abstract]

11:30 – 12:00 Francesco Romano and Pedro 

Guijarro-Fuentes. L1 vs Dominant 
Language Transfer in L2 and Heritage
Swedish Speakers of Italian [abstract]

Nouf Alaowffi. Empty or Non-empty
Site? Evidence from the Acquisition 
of Najdi Arabic Sluicing [abstract]

12:00 – 12:30 Duarte Oliveira. Boundedness and 
temporal reference in the oral 
narratives of European Portuguese
speakers of L2 German [abstract]

Ana Lúcia Santos, Alice Jesus and 

Silvana Abalada. Control and 
inflected infinitives in ditransitive
vs. transitive structures [abstract]

12:30 – 14:00 --- Lunch ---

Chair: Shanley Allen Chair: Maria Lobo

14:00 – 14:30 Elisa Di Domenico. Over-use of overt
subject pronouns in L2 Italian: The L1 
counts! [abstract]

Anamaria Bentea, Ur Shlonsky and 

Stephanie Durrleman. 
A’-dependencies in acquisition: 
The role of pronominal interveners
[abstract]

14:30 – 15:00

Estela Garcia-Alcaraz and Juana M. 

Liceras. The metalinguistic abilities of
bilinguals with Prader-Willi syndrome
[abstract]

Maja Stegenwallner-Schütz. A 
Complex and Colorful
Comprehension Task of German 
Case Marking in a Pilot Study on the
Comprehension of Double Object
Constructions among Primary-
school-aged Children [abstract]
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Thursday
September 22, 2022

15:00 – 15:30 Liliana Correia, Chao Zhou and 

Cristina Flores. Productive lexical
knowledge predicts bilingual 
children’s global accent in their
heritage language [abstract]

15:30 – 16:30 --- Coffee Break & Poster Session 1 ---

Chair: Kamil Deen Chair: Ailís Cournane

16:30 – 17:00 Sofja Volkova, Raffaella Folli, 

Christina Sevdali and Juliana 
Gerard. Children’s morphological
case comprehension: a dual task-
and-language approach [abstract]

Selc ̧uk Güven, Naama Friedmann, 

Sadiye Bacik Tirank and Aysin
Noyan Erbas. Moved vs. in situ DPs 
in Turkish: Wh-Questions and 
Relative Clauses in Hearing 
Impairment and in Developmental
Language Disorder [abstract]

17:00 – 17:30 Magdalena Wojtecka, Roland Nenno

and Stefanie Haberzettl. Are 
adolescent L2-learners with L1 Dari 
sensitive to the strong relationship
between verb placement and 
finiteness in German main clauses? 
[abstract]

Ankelien Schippers, Andreas 

Hiemstra and Esther Ruigendijk. 
Long-distance wh-dependencies in 
L3 German speakers of Dutch
[abstract]

17:30 – 18:00 Bernadette Witecy, Isabel Neitzel, 

Eva Wimmer and Martina Penke. 
Morphosyntactic development in 
German-speaking individuals with
Down syndrome – longitudinal data
[abstract]

Marta Manenti, Laurie Tuller, Jade 

Ridet, Emmanuelle Houy-Durand, 
Frédérique Bonnet-Brilhault and 
Philippe Prévost. Assessing
structural language skills of
autistic adults: focus on sentence
repetition [abstract]

18:15 – 18:45 Short guided tour of the Goethe University Campus

18:45 Reception in the Rotunde, Goethe University
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Friday
September 23, 2022

9:00 – 10:00
PLENARY 2: Jacopo Romoli

Children and choices [abstract]
Chair: Merle Weicker

Chair: Philippe Prévost Chair: Esther Ruigendijk

10:00 – 10:30 Antoine Cochard, Hamida 

Demirdache and Angeliek van Hout. 
Semantic or pragmatic immaturity: 
The view from the acquisition of
logical connectives in French 
children [abstract]

Maki Kubota, Jorge González 

Alonso, Yanina Prystauka, Isabel 
Nadine Jensen, Merete Andersen, 
Alicia Luque, Sergio Miguel Pereira 
Soares, Øystein Alexander 
Vangsnes and Jason Rothman. 
Bidialectal Exposure Modulates
Neural Signatures to Conflicting
Grammatical Properties: Norway as
a Natural Laboratory [abstract]

10:30 – 11:00 Francesca Foppolo and Flavia 

Adani. When some excludes all: new
evidence for a bilingual advantage
in scalar implicatures [abstract]

Shatha Alaskar and Ian Cunnings. 

Processing and Similarity-Based
Interference in Non-Native 
Sentence Comprehension
[abstract]

11:00 – 11:30 --- Coffee break ---

11:30 – 12:00 Chair: Jacopo Romoli Chair: Emanuela Sanfelici

Christos Makrodimitris and Petra 

Schulz. The event-semantic
kindergarten-path effects in before
and after sentences: evidence from
monolingual Greek children
[abstract]

Maria Milan, Fabrizio Arosio and 

Elena Pagliarini. Comprehension
and production of direct object
clitics in Italian children with
phonetic-phonological disorder or
morphosyntactic disorder
[abstract]

12:00 – 12:30 Adina Camelia Bleotu and Tom 

Roeper. Do children distinguish
'the green leaves and the yellow
leaves' from 'the green and yellow
leaves‘? [abstract]

Silvia Silleresi, Chiara Dal Farra, 

Artemis Alexiadou, Maria Teresa 
Guasti and Uli Sauerland. 
Impersonal si in child Italian
[abstract]

12:30 – 13:00 Michela Redolfi and Chiara Melloni. 

Processing subsective adjectives in 
development: evidence from eye-
tracking [abstract]

Letizia Raminelli and Adriana 

Belletti. On the comprehension of
reflexive si in preschool Italian-
speaking children [abstract]

13:00 – 14:30 --- Lunch ---
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Friday
September 23, 2022

Chair: Ana Lúcia Santos Chair: Ana T. Pérez-Leroux

14:30 – 15:00 Bénédicte Grandon. Lexical access
in German-speaking children and 
adults: an eye-tracking study
[abstract]

Alina Kholodova, Michelle Peter, 

Caroline Rowland and Shanley
Allen. Cumulative priming effects
across development in a 
structurally biased language
[abstract]

15:00 – 15:30 Natalya Shirokorad, Marta Tagliani, 

Michela Redolfi, Chiara Melloni and 
Maria Vender. Predictive
processing and language
proficiency: the use of semantic
and phonological cues in L1 and L2 
in an eye-tracking study [abstract]

Ioli Baroncini and Jacopo 

Torregrossa. Cross-linguistic
influence as motivated by the
combined role of structure and 
language activation using within-
and across- languages priming
experiments [abstract]

15:30 – 16:00 Bénédicte Grandon, Marcel 

Schlechtweg and Esther Ruigendijk. 
Does the segmental salience of
noun plural marking influence its
acquisition? An eye-tracking study
of nominal plural in German-
speaking children and adults
[abstract]

Anamaria Bentea and Theodoros 

Marinis. Cross-linguistic Influence
in Complex Syntactic Structures: 
The Case of Multiple Interrogatives 
in Bilingual Children [abstract]

16:00 – 17:00 --- Coffee break & Poster Session 2 ---

17:00 – 18:00 PLENARY 3: Cristina Flores

Verb placement across different 
acquisition types. Evidences from
German as heritage, second
language and attrited language
[abstract]
Chair: Jacopo Torregrossa

18:00 – 18:30 Business meeting

19:30 Social Dinner at BADIAS, Schirn Kunsthalle, Römerberg, 
60311 Frankfurt am Main
https://badias.de
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Saturday
September 24, 2022

Chair: Barbara Höhle Chair: Angeliek van Hout

9:30 – 10:00 Rowena Garcia and Natalie Boll-

Avetisyan. Gradient phonotactics in 
acquisition: A cross-linguistic
corpus study [abstract]

Evan Zysman and William Snyder. A 
Parametric Connection between VP 
Ellipsis and Yes/No Questions 
[abstract]

10:00 – 10:30 Eirini Ploumidi. On the
monosyllabic and disyllabic
truncations in child Greek 
[abstract]

Caterina Tasinato and Emanuela 

Sanfelici. When locality matters: on 
the acquisition of nominal ellipsis
in Italian [abstract]

10:30 – 11:00 --- Coffee break ---

Chair: Barbara Höhle Chair: Angeliek van Hout

11:00 – 11:30 Miguel Meira and Elaine Grolla. The 
“Growing Trees” Approach and the
Development of the Left Periphery
of the Sentence in Brazilian
Portuguese [abstract]

Kangzheng Gao. Applying
Constraint Demotion algorithm to
parameter-setting [abstract]

11:30 – 12:30 PLENARY 4: Naama Friedmann. 

Growing trees: How children climb
the syntactic tree [abstract]

Chair: Petra Schulz

12:30 – 12:45 Closing remarks

Pre-recorded Jiawei Shi and Peng Zhou. Effect of temporary ambiguity in Mandarin-
speaking children’s comprehension of relative clauses [abstract] [talk]
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1. Ioanna Kolokytha, Dimitra Arfani and Spyridoula Varlokosta. The role of
number, gender and case mismatch in the comprehension of object relative 
clauses in child Greek [abstract]

2. Elisa De Cristofaro, Linda Badan and Adriana Belletti. Discourse markers in L1 
and L2 Italian: a comparative study [abstract]

3. Miriam Geiss. How children convey attitude in speech - Canonical and non-
canonical questions by German monolingual children [abstract]

4. Shuyan Wang. Processing limits can delay children’s computation of scalar
implicatures [abstract]

5. Anna Gavarró and Alejandra Keidel. Two experiments on verbal agreement in 
Catalan and some implications [abstract]

6. Maria F. Ferin, Miriam Geiss, Theodoros Marinis and Tanja Kupisch. The 
acquisition of non-canonical questions in Italian: lexical and syntactic
markers in elicited production [abstract]

7. Usha Lakshmanan, Deborah Foucault and Tom Roeper. Does Branching
Directionality Impact Bilingual Children’s Understanding of Recursive
Structures in Their Stronger Language? Evidence from Recursive Adjectives
and Possessives in English [abstract]

8. Stephanie Durrleman, Lijun Chen and Xiaowei He. The acquisition of long bei-
passives in Mandarin by children with DLD [abstract]

9. Ioanna Kappa. On the reduction of plateau clusters in child Greek [abstract]

10. Maria Lobo, Joana Batalha, Antónia Estrela and Bruna Braganc ̧a. Syntactic
complexity in early written development [abstract]

11. Ays ̧ın Noyan Erbas ̧, Merve Dilbaz Gürsoy, Ays ̧e Nur Demirci and Hazel Zeynep 

Kurada. Past and Non-Past Tense Morphology in Early Turkish Speaking
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder [abstract]

12. Karina Gomes Bertolino. Spontaneous production of generic null subjects in a 
partial null subject language [abstract]
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Poster Session 1
Thursday, September 22, 2022



Poster Session 2
Friday, September 23, 2022

1. Martina Penke and Laura Gerkens. Verbal agreement inflection in children
with hearing loss – the role of hearing device, perceptual prominence and 
syllable structure [abstract]

2. Johannes Hein, Cory Bill, Imke Driemel, Aurore Gonzalez, Ivona Ilic ́ and 

Paloma Jeretic ̌. Do child languages have negative concord? A corpus study
[abstract]

3. Kalliopi Katsika, Maria Lialiou and Shanley Allen. Case and word order in 
children’s online processing of relative clauses: evidence from heritage Greek 
[abstract] 

4. Lydia Grohe and Petra Schulz. Adjective ordering preferences are not rigid: 
evidence from elicited production in child and adult German [abstract]

5. Carla Soares-Jesel, Maria Lobo and Ana Lúcia Santos. The problem of
pseudoclefts in French: intersection configurations and intervention effects
in language acquisition [abstract]

6. Susan Logue, Christina Sevdali, Raffaella Folli and Juliana Gerard. Variable 
input effects and language domains in sequential bilingualism [abstract]

7. Giuditta Smith, Federica Mantione and Chiara Finocchiaro. Asymmetries in 
the acquisition of Italian cliticisation [abstract]

8. Giulia Bettelli and Fabrizio Arosio. Can a priming-based training enhance the
production of direct object clitics in early L2 Italian children? [abstract]

9. Ioana Grosu and Aili ́s Cournane. Sensitivity to event mutability in children's
spontaneous counterfactuals [abstract]

10. Mara Moita. A’ and A movement in Portuguese cochlear implanted children: 
The effects of length of language exposure [abstract]

11. Akari Ohba and Kamil Deen. Alternative Routes to Verb Learning: Beyond
Syntactic Bootstrapping [abstract]
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L1 versus Dominant Language Transfer in L2 and Heritage Swedish Speakers of 

Italian 
 

Franceso Romano1 and Pedro Guijarro-Fuentes2 
1Halmstad University and 2University of the Balearic Islands 

 

L1 transfer is a hallmark of bilingualism. Studies describing how L1 transfer affects late pubertal 
L2 grammatical systems abound in SLA research. This research has found L1 transfer to be linked 
to 3 key phenomena, divergence between L1 and L2 representations, interlanguages, and L2 
fossilization (Vainikka & Young-Scholten 2011; Schwartz & Sprouse in Press). In contrast, far less 
is known of the role of L1 transfer when the two grammars come into contact earlier in life, 
otherwise dominant language transfer in heritage language grammars (Polinsky, 2018). Unlike 
adult L2 speakers, the dominant language of the heritage speaker potentially affects the weaker 
language already from childhood. The best evidence to date of dominant language transfer 
comes from studies focusing on L2 syntax exploiting language production tasks (Fenyvesi 2005; 
Cuza & Frank 2015; Cuza & Strik 2012). These studies, however, employed elicited imitation 
which has been criticized for failing to evaluate capacity to produce (rather than imitate) 
language (Vinther 2002) and bias monolingual populations when comparted to heritage 
speakers (Polinsky 2018). Another method which has been shown to tap into abstract 
representations fairly validly is structural priming (Jackson, 2018 for a state-of-the-art). 
Intrinsically linked to the use of priming and L1 transfer is the Basic Continuity Hypothesis (BCH) 
(Romano 2018) which maintains the sentence production mechanisms of monolingual (L1) and 
highly proficient L2Ss are similar enough for the latter to be able to integrate semantic and 
syntactic information in native-like manner despite any associated structures being absent in 
the L2Ss’ L1 grammar. Thus, in the study we present, we extend the BCH to heritage speakers. The 
questions we address are as follows: 
 
RQ1: To what degree does transfer affect L2 and heritage grammars? 
 
RQ2: How similar are the language production mechanisms in L2 and HL to monolingual 
speakers, particularly when a structure requiring integration of semantic/syntactic information 
is absent from the L1/dominant language of the bilingual?  
 
To address these questions, an oral structural priming task was employed to compare advanced 
Swedish speakers of Italian (n = 13), proficiency-matched adult heritage Italian speakers (n = 
14) dominant in Swedish, and Italian monolinguals (n = 18). The production of 4 clitic structures 
requiring coordination of syntactic/semantic information, namely proclisis with lexical, modal, 
and causative verbs and si-passives which are only possible in Italian (1-4), in comparison to a 
structure shared by both Italian and Swedish, namely transitives (5) was measured. If L1 transfer 
(RQ1) occurs, it was predicted that the transitive structures would lead to higher priming rates 
than clitic structures in the L2 and HL groups as the bilinguals are eased by an overlap in L1/L2 
transitive structures. Moreover, if the BCH applies to both L2S and heritage speakers(RQ2), 
priming rates will be significantly high (above 60%) and comparable to native speakers. Results 
showed that bilinguals are not primed any more on transitives than some clitic structures, 
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rejecting transfer. Moreover, they are primed higher than 60% on all but clitics + modals 

structures with most contrasts by structure not being statistically significantly different from 

monolinguals, supporting the BCH. Finally, an analysis of divergent structures produced shows 

L2/HL passive structures to be remarkably compatible with those produced by monolinguals at 

earlier developmental stages reported in previous research. 
 

(1) Lexical       

 a. I pesci,  Pietro  li cucina all’aperto    

  the fish Pietro cl.ACC.3PL cooks.V   in–outdoors    

  ‘the fish, Pietro cooks them outdoors’ 
 b. *I pesci,  Pietro  cucina li all’aperto    

  The fish Pietro cooks.V   cl.ACC.3PL in–outdoors    

(2) Modal       
 a. I pesci,  Pietro  li vuole  cucinare all’aperto   
  the fish Pietro cl.ACC.3PL want.MOD    cook.V–INF       in–outdoors  
  ‘the fish, Pietro cooks them outdoors’ 
 b. I pesci,  Pietro   vuole cucin-ar-li all’aperto   
  the fish Pietro  cl.ACC.3PL cook.V–INF–cl.ACC.3PL   in–outdoors  

(5) Transitives      
  Pietro     cucina i pesci all’aperto  
  Pietro   cooks.V   the fish in–outdoors  
  ‘Pietro cooks the fish outdoors’ 

 

References 

Cuza, A, and N. Strik. 2012. ‘Patterns of morphosyntactic convergence and child L1 attrition: Evidence from 

subject–verb inversion in Spanish–English bilingual children.’ in Paper presented at the Linguistic 
Symposium on Romance Languages 42. Southern Utah University.  

(3) Causative      
 a. I pesci Pietro li fa  cucinare all’aperto dalla zia 
  the 

fish 
Pietro cl.ACC.3PL make.CAUS cook.V–INF   in–outdoors by auntie 

  ‘The fish, Pietro has them cooked outdoors by auntie’  
 b. *I 

pesci 
Pietro  fa  cucin-ar-li all’aperto dalla zia 

  the 
fish 

Pietro cl.ACC.3PL make.CAUS cook.V–INF   in–outdoors by auntie 

(4) Si-passives      
  I pesci  si cucinano all’aperto   
  the 

fish 
 cl.PASS cook in–outdoors   

  ‘the fish need be cooked outdoors’ or ‘the fish cooks outdoors’  
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back to schedule

Cuza, A., and J. Frank. 2015. ‘On the role of experience and age–related effects: Evidence from the Spanish CP’. 
Second Language Research 31/1: 3–28. https://doi.org/10.1177/0267658314532939 

Fenyvesi, A. 2005. ‘Hungarian in the United States’ in A. Fenyvesi (ed.): Hungarian Language Contact outside 
Hungary: Studies on Hungarian as a Minority Language. John Benjamins, pp. 265–318 

Polinsky, M. 2018. Heritage Languages and Their Speakers. Cambridge University Press. 
Romano, F. 2018. The Basis Continuity Hypothesis of L1 to L2 production. Second Language Research 3: 275-308. 

https://doi/abs/10.1177/0267658317729423.    
Schwartz, B. D., and R. A. Sprouse (in press). ‘The role of Universal Grammar in nonnative language acquisition.’ 

in I. Roberts (ed.): The Oxford handbook of Universal Grammar. Oxford University Press.  
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Productive lexical knowledge predicts bilingual children’s global accent in their 
heritage language 

 

Liliana Correia, Chao Zhou, Cristina Flores 
University of Minho 

 

Heritage speakers (HSs) display considerable variability in the development of their heritage 
language (HL). Some HSs merely have limited productive abilities in the HL, whereas others 
exhibit a native-like mastery across grammatical domains (Montrul, 2016). Despite their robust 
HL phonological competence (Flores et al., 2017), many HSs are frequently identified by 
homeland native speakers as having a “heritage accent” (Polinsky & Scontras, 2020; Rao, 2015), 
which has been shown to be prone to the age of onset of bilingualism or to the amount of HL use 
(Lloyd-Smith et al., 2020; Wrembel et al., 2019). Among few studies on the perceived global 
accent of child HSs (e.g., Kupisch et al., 2021, Wrembel et al., 2019), to our knowledge, none has 
compared groups of child HSs of a target HL with different majority languages, thus evaluating 
potential effects of crosslinguistic influence (CLI) on accent rating. This study aims at expanding 
current knowledge on this field by investigating the degree of foreign accent in the HL (i.e., 
European Portuguese; EP) of EP-German and EP-French bilingual children living in Germany and 
France, respectively. We tested not only whether bilingual children’s HL speech (i.e., accent) is 
perceived as different from that of EP monolinguals within the same age span (6-10 years), but 
also whether the bilinguals’ degree of foreign accent differs as a function of the majority 
language. Regarding the role of the majority language, we predict that EP-French bilingual 
children would have less perceptible foreign accent than their EP-German bilingual peers. This is 
because speech prosody (rhythm) has been shown to constrain foreign accent judgment (Kolly 
& Dellwo, 2014; Polyanskaya et al., 2013) and the EP rhythmic patterns are perceptually closer to 
that of French (a syllable-timed language) than German (a stress-timed language) (Frota et al., 
2002). Moreover, we intend to explore whether the HL proficiency predicts the degree of bilingual 
children’s foreign accent. Naturally, one would expect that higher proficiency level leads to less 
perceived foreign accent.  

With the purpose of reaching higher generalizability, we recruited 87 native Portuguese 
raters with heterogeneous sociolinguistic backgrounds (e.g., age, education level, dialect). In 
an internet-based rating task, they were instructed to rate on a 9-point scale the degree of 
foreign accent of EP-language speech samples of 45 bilinguals – 20 EP-German (Mage(year)=8.95, 
SD=1.15) and 25 EP-French (Mage(year)=8.84, SD=1.14) – and 20 monolinguals (Mage(year)=8.00, 
SD=1.45). Speech samples (Mduration(s) per child: 9.88; SD=0.99) were drawn from an independent 
sentence repetition task (Correia et al., 2019). The bilinguals’ HL proficiency was assessed by a 
vocabulary size task, i.e., the Portuguese version of the Expressive One-Word Picture Vocabulary 
Test (Cunha, 2011).  

A mixed Bayesian cumulative model (Veríssimo, 2021) confirmed that bilingual children 
have more perceived foreign accent than their monolingual peers (bEP-German =1.18, 95%HDI 
[0.55, 1.78]; bEP-French = 2.51, 95%HDI [1.94, 3.07]). Moreover, the prosodic CLI cannot account 
for our results, as EP-German bilingual children were judged to have less foreign accent than EP-
French bilinguals (b = -0.99, 95%HDI [-1.74, -0.24]), as visualised in Figure 1. Another mixed 
Bayesian ordinal model focusing only on the bilingual group revealed that the productive 
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vocabulary size has a credible effect (-0.037, 95%HDI [-0.051, -0.024]) on a bilingual child’s 
perceived foreign accent, rather than their age. 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 1. Degrees of perceived foreign accent as a function of bilingual children groups.  

References 

Correia, L., Flores, C., & Lobo, M. (2019, December 16). Portuguese version of the Sentence Repetition Task: 
Methodological issues and results from monolingual and bilingual German-Portuguese children. 
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Moved vs. in situ DPs in Turkish: Wh-Questions and Relative Clauses in Hearing 
Impairment and in Developmental Language Disorder 

 

Selçuk Güven, School of Speech-Language Pathology, University of Montreal, Canada 
Naama Friedmann, Sagol School of Neuroscience, Tel Aviv University, Israel Şadiye Bacık Tırank, Dept. of Speech & Language Therapy, Gazi University, Turkey 

Ayşın Noyan Erbaş, Dept. of Speech & Language Therapy, Hacettepe University, Turkey 
 

Aim: We examined the nature of the difficulty in the comprehension and production of 
structures derived by syntactic movement in hearing impairment (HI) and in Developmental 
Language Disorder (DLD). This study explored how this deficit manifests itself in Turkish, a 
language that allows for in-situ questions. We compared minimal pairs of object wh questions 
with movement and in situ, as well as the comprehension and production of object and subject 
questions and object(OR) and subject relative(SR) clauses in these two groups. 
Participants: The 113 participants were 27 school-age children with DLD (Mean age; 9;6), 26 
school-age orally-trained children with HI (Mean age: 13;8), and 60 typically-developing 
school-age children (3rd-4th graders, Mean age: 8;9).  
Structures tested and tasks: We investigated syntactic impairment in these children using a 
sentence-picture matching comprehension task (80 sentences) and a relative clause elicitation 
task (20 sentences). The structures we examined were object which questions with movement 
and in-situ, subject which questions, and subject and object relatives. We also examined an in-
situ subject-question structure in which the subject-wh remains in-situ and the object is 
focalized before it, to a focP in the lower IP field, above vP and below WhP (İşsever, 2009, 
following Belletti, 2004).  
Results & Conclusion: A significant main effect was found for the participant group, both for 
comprehension F (2, 786) = 150, p<.001, and the production, F (2, 1310) = 340, p<.001, with 
children with DLD and HI performing significantly below the TD children (Tukey HSD p<.001). No 
significant difference was found between the DLD and HI groups. A main effect for type of 
syntactic structures was also observed, for comprehension, F (5, 786) = 21, p<.001, and for 
production F (9, 1310) = 26, p<.001, with comprehension and production of OR clauses and 
questions significantly lower than that of SR questions (Tukey HSD,p<.001). Importantly, in 
both HI and DLD groups, the comprehension of object questions with movement was 
significantly lower than the parallel object questions in which the wh-element remained in-situ 
(p<.001). Object and subject in-situ questions did not differ from each other (p>.05) (Table 1). 
Two profiles of syntactic impairment: Within the children who showed impaired comprehension 
and production of object Wh-movement structures, we identified two different profiles. Most of 
the HI and DLD children showed a selective deficit in Wh-movement of lexical DPs crossing 
another lexical DP (object relatives and object questions with movement). A smaller group of 7 
HI children and 3 DLD children, showed what may be considered a severe impairment, which 
affected all types of Wh questions and relative clause structures tested. We suggest that this 
second group has a deficit in the left periphery, in constructing the syntactic tree, which makes 
both subject- and object structures, and both in-situ and movement structures, impaired. 
Indeed, this distinction held also in their production of relative clauses: the movement-
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impaired group produced SR instead of OR (Fig 1), whereas the tree-pruned group did not, and 
mainly produced simple and ungrammatical sentences for target OR. In the HI group, in-situ 
subject questions with focalization of the object was poorer than subject questions without 
focalization of the object (p<.001), but significantly better than object questions with wh-
movement of the object (p<.001). We will discuss this result with reference to the difference in 
the involvement of the left periphery: object OSV questions involve CP, whereas subject OSV 
questions involve movement to a low FocP position in the IP field. 
 
Table 1. The Comprehension and Production of Relative Clauses and Wh-Questions in children 
with HI and DLD (excluding children who performed at chance on all structures) 
 

 HI (N=19)  DLD (N=18)  TD (N=60) 

Comprehension M SD  M SD  M SD 

SR 84% 22%  90% 8%  97% 5% 

OR 65% 22%  70% 18%  89% 11% 

Wh-O (Owh-SV) 43% 27%  45% 24%  75% 21% 

Wh-S (O-Swh-V) 81% 26%  88% 10%  95% 11% 

Wh-O Situ 86% 24%  89% 13%  96% 8% 

Wh-S situ 92% 8%  91% 6%  97% 6% 

 
   

 
  

 
  

Production M SD M SD M SD 

SR 48% 19% 37% 16% 93% 4% 

OR 23% 11% 10%  14% 63% 17% 
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A’ and A movement in Portuguese cochlear implanted children: The effects of length of language 

exposure  

 

Mara Moita1,2 

1 Centro de Investigação Interdisciplinar em Sáude (ICS-UCP) 
2Centro de Linguística da Universidade NOVA de Lisboa (FCSH-NOVA) 

 

In the period in which language should be acquired, auditory input deprivation compromises oral 

language exposure. The literature reports difficulties in the oral production and comprehension of wh-

questions and relative clauses in hearing-impaired children as a consequence of language deprivation 

in the first year(s) of life (1–4). These difficulties are pointed out as arising from the inability to establish 

dependencies resulting from A’ movement (2,5). However, in the acquisition of syntactic structures with 

A-movement, divergent results are reported. If, on the one hand, in the acquisition of passive sentences, 

hearing-impaired children without hearing aids show difficulties in reading and writing (6,7), on the 

other hand, hearing-impaired children with hearing aids do not show difficulties in the comprehension 

and production of passives (8,9). 

The main goal of this study is to analyse and describe the effects of the total deprivation of linguistic 

input during the first year(s) of life and length of language exposure on the acquisition of dependencies 

with A and A-bar movement in Portuguese hearing-impaired children with cochlear implants. For this 

purpose, we analysed data from 47 Portuguese children with profound to severe bilateral and 

prelinguistic hearing impairment, and with cochlear implant(s) (CI) (with hearing ages between 2;00 

and 14;11 years) in oral production and comprehension tasks of wh-questions, relative clauses, and 

passive sentences. The performance of the target population was compared with that of the control group 

(CG) paired by hearing age and chronological age. We also considered the effect of age of activation of 

the CI. 

In general, the results in the oral production of wh-questions and passive sentences reveal that 

Portuguese hearing-impaired children with CI have difficulties and significantly lower performance 

compared to their hearing peers. Asymmetries between subject and object wh-questions show that these 

children are sensitive to intervention effects (10,11). 

However, when the target population reaches 6/ 7 length of oral language exposure (hearing age) and 

presents a CI activation before 3 years of life, Portuguese hearing-impaired children’s performance is not 

statistically different from the CG in d-linked wh-questions comprehension (graph 1), relative clauses 

production (graph 2) and comprehension (graph 3). These results contradict the existence of a syntactic 

deficit (2,5), indicating the possible existence of a delay in the acquisition of wh-questions and relative 

clauses dependent on the length of language exposure and the age of CI activation - variables that, when 

combined, reveal to be the best predictors of comprehension of these structures.  

Passive comprehension proves to be problematic for Portuguese hearing-impaired children with CI even 

at the higher length of language exposure and early CI activation, corroborating the results from studies 

on children with severe to profound hearing loss (6,12) and contradicting the results from studies on 

children with hearing aids (8,9).  
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Growing trees: How children climb the syntactic tree 

 Naama Friedmann 

Tel Aviv University 
 

In the beginning of their language acquisition, children do not master yet the whole array of syntactic 
structures. With time, they acquire more and more syntactic structures. In my talk I will suggest that as 
the children grow, their syntactic tree grows as well, and I will show that the stages of the growing trees 
follow closely the cartographic structure of the tree.  
I will mainly present a recent work done in collaboration with Adriana Belletti and Luigi Rizzi (Friedmann, 
Belletti, & Rizzi, 2021), on the basis of data collected by Friedmann and Reznick (2021). The analysis 
combines: 
a. an analysis of the spontaneous speech of 65 typically developing Hebrew-acquiring children aged 1;6-
6;1 (27,696 utterances). 
b. the cartography of the clausal structure, drawing articulated maps of different zones of the syntactic 
tree, in particular of the left periphery (Rizzi 1997).  
c. a Guttman scale approach (Guttman 1944), which captures implicational dependencies between 
grammatical properties in acquisition. 
 
Based on the data analysis results, we suggest a growing trees approach for capturing the acquisition of 
syntactic structures. The heart of our account is that stages of acquisition follow the geometry of the 
syntactic tree, with early stages corresponding to small portions of the adult syntactic tree, which keeps 
growing bottom-up with the growth of the child. The lower parts of the tree are acquired first, and higher 
parts are acquired later (for previous bottom-up acquisition accounts cf. Radford 1990; 1996; Guilfoyle 
& Noonan 1992; Clahsen 1990/1991; Clahsen et al. 1993/1994; 1996, Armon-Lotem 2008). 
 
The three stages of the growing tree that we suggest are:  
1) a stage solely involving the IP structure, including the lexical and inflectional layers, including A-
movement of the object of unaccusative verbs to subject position, , alongside SV sentences with inflected 
unergative/transitive verbs, but no manifestation of left peripheral positions (stabilizing at age 1;10);  
2) a stage in which the lower field of the left periphery is acquired, including finiteness (Fin), Mod 
(attracting preposed adverbials) and Q (possibly identical to Foc). This allows for the acquisition of root 
argument Wh-questions and some adjunct Wh-questions, yes/no questions, and declaratives with 
preposed adverbs (stabilizing at age 2;5); 
3) a stage in which the higher field of the left periphery is acquired, including Top, Int (hosting the 
embedded question marker if and why) and Force (introducing all finite embedded clauses, including 
relatives). This allows for the acquisition of relative clauses, topicalization, and why questions (main 
and embedded); importantly, this stage is concomitant to the appearance of finite clause embedding, of 
both declaratives and interrogatives (stabilizing 3;3-4;0).  
Time of appearance of a given structure varied significantly between children. Nonetheless, the relative 
order of acquisition of the various structures remained constant across children, and created a perfect 
Guttman Scale. We suggest that these stages are fully defined in terms of the growth of the cartographic 
tree. 
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Effect of temporary ambiguity in Mandarin-speaking children’s comprehension of 
relative clauses 

 

Jiawei Shi, Peng Zhou 
(Tsinghua University) 

 

While the predominant focus in relative clause (RC) research is on the extraction site of the head 
noun, some other processing factors are also claimed to influence the comprehension of RCs (Lau 
& Tanaka, 2021). One factor that often causes difficulties in comprehending Mandarin RCs as in 
(1) is temporary ambiguity. For example, due to Mandarin’s SVO word order and RCs’ prenominal 
position, in (1) the RC embedded subject xiaoyang ‘sheep’ is processed immediately after the 
main clause verb daizou ‘take’, so it could be first misinterpreted as the direct object of the main 
clause, and thus to correctly understand (1) requires later revision that is often considered 
challenging for young children (e.g. Trueswell et al., 1999). Our study investigates how 
temporary ambiguity influences Mandarin-speaking preschoolers’ comprehension of relative 
clauses, by manipulating the (in)compatibility between the main clause verb and the RC 
embedded subject. 
 
Twenty-seven Mandarin-speaking 3-year-olds, 30 4-year-olds and 30 5-year-olds participated 
in a Truth Value Judgment Task. 6 test items were constructed, each containing a story and three 
sentences of Type A, B and C respectively. Type A (e.g., (1)) and Type B (e.g., (2)) were target 
sentences, both of which contained object-modifying, object-extracted (OO-type) RCs, but 
differed in the (non)existence of temporary ambiguity. In (1), the main clause verb daizou ‘take’ 
could take an animate or inanimate noun as its complement (OO-Neutral), whereas in (2), the 
verb hexia ‘drink’ could only take an inanimate noun as its complement (OO-Biased). If the 
parser incrementally used verb information, then when processing (1) but NOT (2), it might 
initially misinterpret the animate RC embedded subject xiaoyang ‘sheep’ as the direct object of 
the main clause. Thus, to correctly understand (1) a later revision of the initial misinterpretation 
was required, but no such revision was needed for (2). Type C sentences served as controls, 
containing object-modifying, subject-extracted (OS-type) RCs. The 6 test items were divided 
into three experimental lists. Each list contained two sentence types, each type having 3 stories. 
Participants were randomly assigned to one of the lists. On a typical trial, participants were 
presented with a story (see the example story). When the story concluded, a puppet in the 
computer described what happened in the story using the recorded prosody-controlled sentence 
in (1). Responses were coded as correct only when participants correctly justified their rejections.   
 
The results (see Fig. 1) were analyzed using GLMMs. We found that age and sentence type were 
both reliable predictors. Post-hoc analysis showed that 3-year-olds provided correct responses 
significantly less often than 4- and 5-year-olds in OO-Neutral condition, and significantly less 
often in OO-Neutral condition than in OO-Biased condition. However, 3-year-olds were similar to 
4-year-olds in OO-Biased condition, and so did the older groups between OO-Neutral and OO-
Biased condition. The findings suggest that the OO-type RCs in our study were difficult for 3-year-
olds, but NOT for older children. However, the difficulties by 3-year-olds in OO-type RCs could be 
alleviated when there was no temporary ambiguity in the structure. These results further 
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enhance our understanding of the important role of processing factors in children’s language 
acquisition, and call for more comprehensive research on child RC processing. 

 
(1) Xiaogou   daizou  le   xiaoyang  mai   DE  guozhi     (OO-type, V-neutral) 

dog      take  ASP    sheep          buy   DE   juice 
“The dog took the juice that the sheep bought.” 

(2) Xiaogou   hexia   le   xiaoyang  mai   DE   guozhi    (OO-type, V-biased) 
dog     drink    ASP   sheep      buy   DE   juice 

“The dog drank the juice that the sheep bought.” 
 
An example story (simplified, corresponding to sentence (1)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a story about the sheep (S), the cat (C) and the dog (D). Both S and C bought a bottle of 
juice. D came and asked them to go swimming. In the end, D took S, but not C, to swim, along 
with this juice (that C bought), but not that juice (that S bought).  Note: there was no explicit 
use of RCs in the story, and the bracketed RCs were indicated by pointing to the relevant objects.  
The correct justification to reject (1) should be “D didn’t take that juice (that S bought)”. 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected references 
Lau, E., & Tanaka, N. (2021). The subject advantage in relative clauses: A review. Glossa: A journal of general 

linguistics, 6, 1-34. 
Trueswell, J.C., Sekerina, I., Hill, N.M. & Logrip, L. (1999). The kindergarten-path effect: studying on-line sentence 

processing in young children. Cognition, 73, 89-134. 
 

 

Fig.1 Mean proportions of 
correct responses by three 
age groups. Significance 
levels of selected post-hoc 
comparisons are 
represented in lines (n.s.= 
not significant, ** p < .01, 
*** p < .001). 
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Spontaneous production of generic null subjects in a partial null subject language 
Karina Bertolino (University of São Paulo) 

This study investigates the production of generic null subjects (GNSs) by Brazilian Portuguese (BP)-

speaking monolingual children. 

The presence of GNSs, together with the restricted use of definite null subjects (DNSs) in main clauses, 

distinguishes partial null subject languages (PNSLs), which include BP, from canonical null subject 

languages (CNSLs) (e.g., Italian) (1), (2). 

CNSLs have rich agreement. Most of them also have a rich determiner system, in the sense that !-

features on determiners and/or clitics are overtly manifested. According to Roberts (2019), because of 

the existence of D(efiniteness)-features in both D and T, CNSLs have DNSs. 

PNSLs do not always have rich agreement, and even when they do, agreement does not license DNSs. As 

a result, PNSLs lack a D-feature on T. Articles are frequently absent in PNSLs (e.g., Finnish). BP has 

articles, however the D projection is not required, as bare single count nouns in subject position are 

productive in BP. 

We assume that no innate parametric specifications guides the acquisition of null subjects. Instead, 

we assume that parameters are located in the Lexicon (Baker, 2008; Borer, 1984). UG only says that 

there are interpretable [iF] and uninterpretable features [uF] and that the precise list of FFs will 

emerge as the child progresses through the learning process (Biberauer, 2018, 2019; Biberauer & 

Roberts, 2016). 

This account predicts that acquirers will convey to the adult grammar quickly, since they only need to 

look at the morphological representation of !-features to incorporate them into their grammar (i.e., 

the !-features of T and D). Several studies have shown that children are attentive to functional 

elements even before their first word (Dye et al., 2019; Shi & Lepage, 2008; Shi et al., 2006). 

Bertolino (2020) found that BP-speaking children as young as 4-years-old correctly accept GNSs and 

reject ungrammatical DNSs. The present study searches for evidence of earlier knowledge of GNSs by 

looking at the spontaneous production. We analyzed data of three BP-speaking children: Túlio (1;09 - 

3;09, n = 16), Maria Eliza (1;0 - 4;04, n = 21) and Nino (1;02 - 2;10, n = 51). We looked for GNSs followed 

by the modal verbs pode/não pode (can, cannot) and tem que (have to), since there is significant 

evidence that BP-speaking adults accept GNSs in these environments (Bertolino, to appear). 

For Túlio, the first use of GNSs was at the age of 1;09.  Maria Eliza produced the first GNS at the age of 

2;08 and Nino at the age of 1;08 (Figure 1). Although we found evidence of early use of GNSs, the 

number of instances was only 20 total. No correlation between age and number of occurrences was 

found (rho = 0.147, p-value = 0.535). 

A greater quantity of GNSs may not have appeared because the recordings were centered on the child’s 

relationship with the caregiver and activities performed by the child. GNSs are used when we talk about 

rules and laws applied to people in general or when they talk about inclinations, patterns, and habits 

that people have. 

Our results are compatible with the hypothesis of early knowledge of GNSs. Although GNS were not 

frequently found in the child’s speech due to discourse related restrictions, they emerge before or 

around the age of 2;0. 
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(1) Em São Paulo não pode       andar       sem máscara. BP (PNSL) 
In    São Paulo not can-3SG walk-INF without mask 

‘In São Paulo one cannot walk without a mask.’ 

(2) Em São Paulo não pode        andar      sem  máscara. EP (CNSL) 
In    São Paulo not can-3SG walk-INF without mask 

     ‘In São Paulo s/he cannot walk without a mask.’ 
 

Figure 1 
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Do child languages have negative concord? A corpus study 
 

Johannes Hein1, Cory Bill2, Imke Driemel1, Aurore Gonzalez3, Ivona Ilić1, Paloma Jeretič2 
1  Humboldt University of Berlin, 2 ZAS Berlin, 3 University of Milan-Bicocca 

 

Introduction. Languages differ in whether sentences with two negative elements convey a single 
negation meaning (negative concord, NC, e.g. Hebrew, BCS (1)) or double negation meaning (DN, 
e.g. English (E), German (G) (2)). This child corpus study investigates the developmental 
trajectory of negative indefinites (NI) in natural speech production. We find that children 
acquiring G and E produce NC sentences, where sentence negation and NIs cooccur conveying a 
single semantic negation, though errors are quantitatively and qualitatively different in E and G. 
The errors are expected by a decomposition analysis of NIs (Penka 2007, 2011, Deal 2021). An 
analysis of NIs as negative existential quantifiers (Zeijlstra 2004, 2011) overgenerates. Methods. 
We selected corpora from CHILDES (MacWhinney 2000) of German (43 children; 0–14;10) and 
English (6 children; 0;7–8;0). We checked if the input matched a NC dialect of E or G leading to 
exclusion of one child for E. The number of utterances (E N = 328, 972; G N = 363, 028) and their 
distribution across ages was similar. We extracted all child utterances that contained at least one 
NI.They were tagged for type of NI, presence of NC, whether the NI was pre- or post-verbal 
(excluding fixed word order, e.g. V-final in G), and whether negation was n’t or not in E. We 
excluded fragment answers. Coding was done by native speakers. Results. In all utterances with 
a NI (E N = 909; G N = 3, 106), we found NC 186 (E) and 45 (G) times. Figs. 1 and 2 show the 
proportion of NC utterances in all NI utterances by month. While the distribution of errors is 
different in E and G we do find a contiguous span of ca. 10 months in both E (45–58) and G (25–
35) where the error proportion is not zero. Errors are found with all types of NIs. There is a 
preference for errors with postverbal NIs in E (p<10−5, χ2) but with preverbal NIs in G (p=.0043, 
Fisher exact) (Fig. 3). In E, errors occur both with n’t (3a) and not (3b). There were no errors with 
two NIs in the same sentence (e.g. No man saw no child.). Discussion. The non-sporadic 
occurrence of NC in the corpora dovetails with and supplements previous findings in 
comprehension (Thornton et al. 2016, Nicolae and Yatsushiro 2020) and artificial learning 
(Maldonado and Culbertson 2021) where a double negation reading of Nis alongside sentence 
negation is dispreferred. That NC errors in E occur with both n’t and not supports Maldonado and 
Culbertson’s finding that negation type has no influence on the availability of NC readings (pace 
Zeijlstra 2004). The results fall out from a decomposition analysis such as Penka (2007, 2011). 
She treats NIs across NC and DN languages as semantically non-negative existential quantifiers, 
licensed by an interpretable overt (NC) or covert (DN) negative operator. Building on Zeijlstra’s 
(2004) Agree system for NC languages, she argues that NIs in DN languages come with [uNeg∅], 
requiring a covert licenser [iNeg∅] (not [iNeg]), see (4). If children follow a one-to-one 
mapping principle (Slobin 1973, van Hout 2008, Sauerland and Alexiadou 2020) from syntax to 
phonology, this predicts that G and E children produce NC-type structures (1), as they are prone 
to pronounce all parts of the structure, including the covert NEG operator in (4). Zeijlstra (2004, 
2011) treats NIs as negative existential quantifiers, see (5). The NI first undergoes quantifier 
raising (QR), leaving a lower copy (5a). The existential part is reconstructed at LF (5b), the entire 
low copy is spelled out at PF (5c). Erroneous (partial) spellout of the high copy may create NC 
errors but also predicts several unattested errors (Tab. 1). Outlook. The peak of errors is higher 
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and occurs later in E than in G (Figs. 1–2). The presence of two types of negation and a much richer 
system of NPIs could lead to an overall more difficult acquisition of negation in E. The difference 
in error position (Fig. 3) might be due to the V2-status of G. As NIs are decomposed into NEG and 
an indefinite, preverbal NIs violate the V2 constraint. Thus, NIs must reconstruct for NEG 
licensing below C. If reconstruction is difficult for children, in particular to below a covert licenser, 
making NEG overt could be a means to ease it. Children in E, however, seem to follow a non-strict 
NC grammar – an asymmetry that could arise from the avoidance of Multiple Agree, argued to be 
involved for strict NC patterns like (1). 
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A’ and A movement in Portuguese cochlear implanted children: The effects of 

length of language exposure 
 

Mara Moita1,2 

1 Centro de Investigação Interdisciplinar em Sáude (ICS-UCP) 
2Centro de Linguística da Universidade NOVA de Lisboa (FCSH-NOVA) 

 

In the period in which language should be acquired, auditory input deprivation compromises oral 
language exposure. The literature reports difficulties in the oral production and comprehension 
of wh-questions and relative clauses in hearing-impaired children as a consequence of language 
deprivation in the first year(s) of life (1–4). These difficulties are pointed out as arising from the 
inability to establish dependencies resulting from A’ movement (2,5). However, in the 
acquisition of syntactic structures with A-movement, divergent results are reported. If, on the 
one hand, in the acquisition of passive sentences, hearing-impaired children without hearing 
aids show difficulties in reading and writing (6,7), on the other hand, hearing-impaired children 
with hearing aids do not show difficulties in the comprehension and production of passives 
(8,9). 
The main goal of this study is to analyse and describe the effects of the total deprivation of 
linguistic input during the first year(s) of life and length of language exposure on the acquisition 
of dependencies with A and A-bar movement in Portuguese hearing-impaired children with 
cochlear implants. For this purpose, we analysed data from 47 Portuguese children with profound 
to severe bilateral and prelinguistic hearing impairment, and with cochlear implant(s) (CI) (with 
hearing ages between 2;00 and 14;11 years) in oral production and comprehension tasks of wh-
questions, relative clauses, and passive sentences. The performance of the target population was 
compared with that of the control group (CG) paired by hearing age and chronological age. We 
also considered the effect of age of activation of the CI. 
In general, the results in the oral production of wh-questions and passive sentences reveal that 
Portuguese hearing-impaired children with CI have difficulties and significantly lower 
performance compared to their hearing peers. Asymmetries between subject and object wh-
questions show that these children are sensitive to intervention effects (10,11). 
However, when the target population reaches 6/ 7 length of oral language exposure (hearing 
age) and presents a CI activation before 3 years of life, Portuguese hearing-impaired children’s 
performance is not statistically different from the CG in d-linked wh-questions comprehension 
(graph 1), relative clauses production (graph 2) and comprehension (graph 3). These results 
contradict the existence of a syntactic deficit (2,5), indicating the possible existence of a delay 
in the acquisition of wh-questions and relative clauses dependent on the length of language 
exposure and the age of CI activation - variables that, when combined, reveal to be the best 
predictors of comprehension of these structures.  
Passive comprehension proves to be problematic for Portuguese hearing-impaired children with 
CI even at the higher length of language exposure and early CI activation, corroborating the 
results from studies on children with severe to profound hearing loss (6,12) and contradicting 
the results from studies on children with hearing aids (8,9).  
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GALA 2022 is committed to providing a harassment-free conference

experience for everyone, regardless of gender, gender identity and

expression, sexual orientation, disability, physical appearance, body

size, race, age, religion, or nationality. We do not tolerate harassment

of conference participants in any form. Conference participants

violating these rules may be sanctioned or expelled from the

conference without a refund, at the discretion of the conference

organizers.

Harassment includes, but is not limited to:

- Verbal comments that reinforce social structures of domination

related to gender, gender identity and expression, sexual

orientation, disability, physical appearance, body size, race, age,

religion, nationality

- Sexual images in public spaces

- Deliberate intimidation, stalking, or following

- Behaviors intended to make a person or group feel

unwelcome, or to encourage ostracism of any individual or 

group

- Harassing photography or recording

- Sustained disruption of talks or other events

- Inappropriate physical contact

- Unwelcome sexual attention

- Advocating for, or encouraging, any of the above behaviors

- These behaviors are unacceptable both during in-person

interactions and on social media

Enforcement

Participants who are asked to stop any harassing behavior are

expected to comply immediately. If a participant engages in

harassing behavior, event organizers retain the right to take any

actions to keep GALA 2022 a welcoming environment for all

participants. This includes warning the offender, expulsion from the

conference with no refund, barring from participation in future

conferences or their organization, reporting the incident to the

offender’s local institution or funding agencies, or reporting the

incident to local law enforcement.

GALA 2022
Code of Conduct
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Organizers may take action to redress anything with the intent or clear

impact of disrupting the event or making the environment hostile for
any participants. We expect participants to follow these rules at all

event venues and event-related social activities; we think people
should follow these rules outside event activities too.

Reporting

If someone makes you or anyone else feel unsafe or unwelcome,

please report it to conference staff as soon as possible. Harassment

and other code of conduct violations reduce the value of our event for

everyone. People like you make our scientific community a better

place, and we want you to be happy here.

Contact information

Should you wish to report an incident, you may contact the

organizers at galafrankfurt2022@em.uni-frankfurt.de. Alternatively,

feel free to contact any of these organizers individually:

Petra Schulz: p.schulz@em.uni-frankfurt.de

Esther Rinke: Esther.Rinke@em.uni-frankfurt.de
Jacopo Torregrossa:  Torregrossa@lingua.uni-frankfurt.de

mailto:galaframkfurt2022@em.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:p.schulz@em.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:Esther.Rinke@em.uni-frankfurt.de
mailto:Torregrossa@lingua.uni-frankfurt.de
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Registration

Conference Room IG 311 

Conference Room IG 411

Rotunde (Reception)

Conference Office/ Baggage Room IG 254
all rooms are on the ground floor

2

1

3

4

5

2 1 3

4

5

WiFi

Goethe University offers access to Eduroam. Please check in advance the log-in
information and configuration of your affiliation.

More information about the Campus Westend and how to get there can be found
on the university‘s website.

Full map: https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/73177180/GU_Lageplan_Campus_Westend_0318_Mensa_Bib_ENGL.pdf?

Copy shops

If you would like to print your poster on-site, there are the following options: 

Copy Burg am Campus Westend (20 € for A0-Poster)

Copy am Campus (25,50 € for A0-Poster)

https://eduroam.org/
https://www.goethe-university-frankfurt.de/43171435/Campus_life
https://www.goethe-university-frankfurt.de/73011530/Goethe_University_Locations
https://www.uni-frankfurt.de/73177180/GU_Lageplan_Campus_Westend_0318_Mensa_Bib_ENGL.pdf?
https://goo.gl/maps/BTpQr15299JRCdf3A
https://goo.gl/maps/Xc5AkEjXJrFJUMSH9


Restaurants

Eppstein 

Typical Hessian restaurant with a delicious local cuisine near the campus
Westend

Eppsteiner Straße 26
60323 Frankfurt am Main 
www.eppstein-frankfurt.de 

Oosten (The harbour restaurant)

Bar and restaurant with roof terrace and a spectacular view of the Frankfurt 
skyline and the river Main

Mayfarthstraße 4
60314 Frankfurt am Main
www.oosten-frankfurt.com

Berger Streetfood – Fusion Sushi

Classic and creative fusion sushi and homemade drinks near the Campus 
Westend

Fürstenbergerstraße 168 F
60323 Frankfurt am Main
www.bergerstreetfood.de

GALA 15 – Generative Approaches to Language Acquisition – www.galafrankfurt2022.com

Our

Frankfurt 

Tipps

http://eppstein-frankfurt.de/
https://oosten-frankfurt.com/?lang=en
https://bergerstreetfood.de/
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Matilda‘s Kitchen 

In addition to cinnamon rolls, tarts and cheesecakes, the beautiful shop and 
Café also sells freshly baked quiches and crumbles

Grüneburgweg 86
60323 Frankfurt am Main
www.matildaskitchen.de

Caféhaus Siesmayer

Popular for its diverse selection of patisserie and cakes and their terrace with
view of the botanical garden

Siesmayerstraße 59
60323 Frankfurt am Main
www.cafe-siesmayer.de

Das Herz von Frankfurt

The “Heart of Frankfurt“ is a casual café right on the Römer in Frankfurt. 
During the day coffee and cake, salads and sandwiches are offered here. In 
the evening, the café becomes a bar

Braubachstraße 31
60311 Frankfurt
www.dasherzvonfrankfurt.com

Cafés

Our

Frankfurt 

Tipps

https://www.matildaskitchen.de/
https://www.cafe-siesmayer.de/en/
https://dasherzvonfrankfurt.com/
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Naïv

Known mainly for their craft beer with around 20 varieties from around the
world and two inhouse brews

Fahrgasse 4
60311 Frankfurt am Main
www.naiv-frankfurt.de

Main Tower Lounge

At an elevation of 187m (614ft), the Main Tower offers you one of the most
spectacular seats in the country

Neue Mainzer Str. 52-58
60311 Frankfurt am Main
www.maintower.de/restaurant-lounge/

Yachtklub

With a view of the Frankfurt skyline, the drink tastes particularly good on the
large boat terrace

Near Deutschherrnufer 12
60594 Frankfurt
www.yachtklub.de

Bars

Our

Frankfurt 

Tipps

https://naiv-frankfurt.de/
-%09https:/www.maintower.de/restaurant-lounge
https://yachtklub.de/
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Old Town: Dom & Römer

Historical alleyways, romantic squares, picturesque courtyards and grand
patricians' houses. The pubs, shops and craftsmen's workshops had always
attracted a lot of visitors to the area between the Cathedral (Dom) and the
Römer, the main square in the centre of Frankfurt

Römerberg 23
60311 Frankfurt am Main
https://www.domroemer.de/

Main Tower 

The Main Tower invites the general public to visit its rooftop observation
platform, where they are met by a spectacular panoramic view of Frankfurt 
200 metres above the city streets

Neue Mainzer Str. 52-58
60311 Frankfurt am Main
www.maintower-restaurant.de/en/

Palmengarten (Botanical Garden Frankfurt)

This superb botanical showcase was originally established thanks to the
purchase of the Duke of Nassau's excellent tropical-plant collection. A special
greenhouse was erected to house these plants, enabling visitors to meander
through a jungle-like tropical environment. The Palmengarten is one of the
largest surviving structures of its kind in the world. In the 150 years of its
existence, the Palmengarten has added further show houses, like the Flower 
and Butterfly House or the Alpine House.

Siesmayerstraße 63
60323 Frankfurt am Main
www.palmengarten.de/en/

Roof terrace Galeria Kaufhof

Beautiful view of the Frankfurt skyline from the roof terrace on the 7th floor
(no admission fee)

Zeil 116-126
60313 Frankfurt am Main

Sightseeing

Our

Frankfurt 

Tipps

https://www.domroemer.de/
https://www.maintower.de/en/
http://www.palmengarten.de/en/
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Organizing Committee

Petra Schulz
Esther Rinke
Valentina Cristante
Angela Grimm
Sol Lago
Rabea Lemmer
Andrea Listanti
Gabriel Martínez Vera
Jacopo Torregrossa
Merle Weicker

Conference Venue

Goethe University Frankfurt

Campus Westend
Norbert-Wollheim-Platz 1
60323 Frankfurt am Main
Germany

GALA is a biennial conference that brings together researchers from
across Europe and overseas, providing a forum for discussion of
recent, high-quality research on first and second language
acquisition, bi/multilingual acquisition, heritage language
acquisition, language pathology and language impairment, 
acquisition of sign language and brain imaging research for
acquisition and pathology.

The growing body of research in these areas testifies to how language
acquisition studies are central for our understanding of human 
language and how it develops in the brain, and offers novel insights to
theoretical studies, as well as hints for practical outcomes for
diagnosis, intervention and rehabilitation in the case of
developmental language disorders.

Previous editions of GALA were held in Durham (1993), Groningen 
(1995), Edinburgh (1997), Potsdam (1999), Palmela (2001), Utrecht 
(2003), Siena (2005), Barcelona (2007), Lisbon (2009), 
Thessaloniki (2011), Oldenburg (2013), Nantes (2015), Palma de 
Mallorca (2017), and, most recently Milan (2019).

About GALA
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