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Children enjoying playing hockey (James Bay, Far North of Quebec) Photo: Katsukuni Tanaka, HCA Director
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Message from the HCA President

HCA President Tomohide Karita

Greetings HCA members. | would like to take this opportunity
to express my heartfelt gratitude for your continued cooperation
and support of the Hiroshima Canada Association.

Since last year, COVID-19 has been wreaking havoc around the
world. The global economy, numerous industries, and the daily
lives of people have been hugely affected. We at the HCA as well,
are deeply disappointed that due to efforts to prevent the spread
of COVID-19, we have not been able to hold our regular events.

In March of this year, we planned to hold the HCA Regular
Meeting, but just as we were about to send invitations, COVID-19
cases began to increase again and we decided to cancel.
When conditions improve, we would like to hold events with the
appropriate precautions in place so that our HCA members can
feel safe when attending. We kindly ask for your understanding.

In Canada, it appears that the number of cases of COVID-19
have gone down slightly, but the situation is still very serious.
Restrictions vary from province to province, but it seems that
compared to Japan, Canada is taking stricter actions.

Much has been suddenly thrust upon us due to the spreading
of COVID-19. Groups like the HCA, whose purpose is promoting
friendship and goodwill, are built on person-to-person exchange.
Now that socializing and movement has been restricted, we
have come to the painful realization that our daily activities that
we thought of as normal are actually very precious. On the other
hand, as our lifestyles have come under review, meetings and
various application processes have now progressively moved
online. Under these circumstances, it is entirely possible that new
types of exchange will appear. Please feel free to send us your
ideas or thoughts about our activities.

We at the HCA will continue to promote activities that will
contribute to friendship and goodwill between Hiroshima and
Canada. We kindly request your continued support.

In closing, | pray for the good health of our members, and hope
for a quick end to the pandemic so that we may soon meet again.
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Message from the Public Affairs Section
of the Embassy of Canada
Counsellor - Public Affairs, Embassy of Canada
Matt Fraser

As COVID-19 continues to cause turmoil around the world, the
stable ties long enjoyed by Canada and Japan are an enduring
source of reassurance. At the heart of those relations are rich and
growing people-to-people connections fostered through a variety
of networks, including groups such as the Hiroshima Canada
Association. | appreciate this opportunity to say hello from Tokyo,
and to thank you for your continued dedication to strengthening
the Canada-Japan relationship.

Pandemic-related restrictions have had a severe impact
on everyone’s ability to travel, and to meet one another, and
for staff at the Embassy, sadly it has meant not being able to
visit colleagues and friends in other parts of Japan, including
Hiroshima. As | write, the Embassy public facilities remain closed,
S0 in-person gatherings and exchanges are currently not possible
but, thanks to technology, much of our programming has moved
online. In the Public Affairs Section, for example, social media
has taken on added importance. Our Embassy channels feature
a variety of interesting Canadian content including visual arts,
music, education, and literature, as well as important consular
information. | encourage you to follow us on https://twitter.com/
CanadaNihon, or on our English and French accounts. | also invite
you to visit www.facebook.com/CanadaNihon, or separate pages
in English and French.

COVID-19 has also brought changes to our academic initiatives,
like our upcoming Education Information Event that will be held
in a virtual format. Check our Embassy website for updates, and
plan to join us for an opportunity to interact with representatives
from some of Canada’s best-known education institutions. The
good news is that many schools across Canada have reopened
to international students with study permits, and a variety of online
programs is being made available in lieu of in-person study. Be
sure to consult the official website of the Government of Canada
for the latest information on the study permit process and travel
requirements under COVID-19.

Positive developments with vaccine approvals and distribution
are cause for optimism and hope for the future. We look forward
to a full resumption of tourism, educational and other exchanges
as soon as circumstances allow. Now, as the warmer weather
approaches, | extend my best wishes to all members of the
Hiroshima Canada Association, and your families, for a safe and
happy spring season.
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The world’s largest tulip festival is held every spring in my hometown of Ottawa, the capital of Canada.
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Message from the Former HCA Member

Hello from Montreal!
Jean-Bernard Gariépy

Since we moved back to Montreal in 2018, a lot of things
have been going on. I'm back working with the Quebec
Provincial Police doing big data analysis as a Geospatial
Intelligence Analyst. My 3 daughters are growing beautifully
and catching up with their French and English after 4 years in
Japan. And our cats are... catsi@

Montreal was hit hard by COVID-19 early in 2020 and
even after 1 year, we're still struggling. Our hospitals are
overwhelmed and the number of cases is on the rise. Luckily,
our family has not been infected ... yet. In New York City,
which is only a few hours drive from Montreal, the situation
is catastrophic. They have more than 25,000 deaths and
counting.

Here, all businesses are closed and | work from home.
Personally, I'm very happy as it gives me more family time
for my kids’ homework, dinner
and snowboarding@This winter
is mild and is perfect to enjoy
outdoor activities. It's great to
see families at the nearby park
sliding down the hills on their
sleighs rather than to see them
at the shopping malls (they are
also closed).

Let's all cooperate to control
this pandemic! TEERWF U & 5!
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Ceremony of Consul
General of Japan Award
last September

Ms. Masako Takahatake in
Montreal Awarded the Order of
the Rising Sun

] HCA Director Katsukuni Tanaka \

In the fall of 2020, Ms. Masako Takahatake, now a
Canadian citizen living in Montreal, was awarded the Order of
the Rising Sun by the Japanese government in recognition of
her contribution to the promotion of the Japanese language,
as well as the promotion of goodwill relations between Japan
and Canada.

Over the past 50 years in Montreal, Ms. Takahatake has
promoted Japanese culture and youth exchange, planned
and implemented goodwill missions to Japan, has promoted
goodwill relations between Japan and Canada.

In 1976, she opened the Japanese Language Center and
became Principal. For 30 years since 1989, she served as
Vice President of the Canada-Japan Society of Montreal, and
recently she has focussed on exchange relations between
the Ainu people of Japan and the First Nations Cree people
of Quebec.

| first met her in Montreal in 1987 and we have been in
contact ever since. | was very glad to see that she received
the award. When the HCA sent goodwill missions to
Montreal, she always kindly organized exchange events for
us. Although she is originally from Hokkaido, she contributed
greatly to the realization of the sister city agreement between
Hiroshima and Montreal.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the conferment ceremony
has not yet been conducted, but last September, in order to
recognize her contributions to the goodwill relations between
Japan and Canada, she was awarded the Consul General
of Japan Award by Consul General Osamu Izawa at the
Consulate General in Montreal.
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HCA Director Masanori Aoyama
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| seem to recall that | first became a member of the
HCA in the summer of 2008. It was at that time that my
company had decided to sell Canadian beef and | was
going all over the place promoting our new product.

In no time, over ten years has past. | have many
memories of spending fun times with everyone at the
regular meetings, the fall picnics, and the cooking classes
we used to hold. The staff members have always been a
great help at events, and | always
look forward to becoming a staff
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However, when | received word of
the Director position, | was very
pleased and honoured. When the
pandemic comes to an end, how
| want to visit Canada and bring
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At a farm in Alberta with buffaloes in February 2019

back lots of information about the
attractiveness of Canada to share
with you!

As a Director, | look forward to
contributing to the development
of the HCA, a bridge between
Hiroshima and Canada.
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Message from the New HCA Member

HCA Member Yuka Takaki

My name is Yuka Takaki and | joined the HCA last

summer.

In June 2020, | opened in Komachi a café and bar
along with a shop that sells Rudsak products, a Canadian
luxury clothing brand. We mainly sell men’s and women’s
jackets, but we also sell bags and shoes.

After working for an advertising company, | have

been acting as a food coordinator and
have been involved in food product
development.

In order to research Canadian
agriculture products, in 2017, | stayed for
a long time in Vancouver, which is where
| encountered Rudsak. | had always been
interested in fashion and when | learned
that Rudsak’s main operating area was
Montreal, Hiroshima’s sister city, | felt
it was destiny. | proposed to sell the
products from Hiroshima, for the first time
in Japan, and the owners agreed -- Thus |
was able to open a shop. The products are
well-designed, high quality, and functional,
for great cost performance and our
products are well received by customers
with an eye for high quality. | will work to
make my shop a popular spot in Komachi
and promote this Canadian brand.

| look forward to meeting you all.

JEAN RUDSAKI—7—
In store Rudsak corner
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https://www.hiroshima-canada.org/

HCA Homepage Renewal

We are pleased to announce the renewal of our HCA
homepage.

Along with making it easier to find information, we planned
the renewal with a simpler design and composition, and made
it possible to provide information to our members in a timely
fashion.

With the renewal, we also changed the homepage address
(URL), so if you have our old address in your browser’s
bookmarks or favourites section, please register the new
address. O

We will be using this new site to notify members of upcoming New homepage top page
events and event reports. Please visit the new site at www.
hiroshima-canada.org.
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Secretary General Scott McKeeman

Watching the news daily in Japan, the COVID situation seems dire.
Japan is my home now, but | still often wonder about the situation in my
native province.

Alberta is currently under a state of public health emergency. There
have been approximately 122,000 confirmed cases of COVID-19, and
1,600 deaths. To try to control the spread and save the medical system,
the government issued a very strong public health order in December.
It restricts almost every aspect of life — No indoor gatherings, masks are
mandatory, and most businesses are closed. Schools are operating with
precautions. Sports facilities are closed. All restaurants are closed and may
sell take-out only. People must work from home unless physical presence
is necessary for operation. Failure to abide by the restrictions can result in
heavy fines — As high as 100,000 CAD for a first offense.

As these restrictions cover all aspects of life across the entire province,
some problems have arisen between rural and urban businesses. For
example, most cases of COVID have appeared in the major urban
centres and very few cases have been seen in rural centres. However,
ALL restaurants in urban and rural settings have been ordered to close
even though the chance of infection is very low in the rural areas. Some
businesses have started to disobey the rules which is causing problems for
the government.

Here in Hiroshima, we have some restrictions, but compared to Alberta,
we are living freely. Let’s all work together to put an end to this pandemic!
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