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This past week I went to Sendai to visit our daughter
and her husband. We went to see a lot of nature and I
was thinking about cancer and nature. Cancer is
horrible and there is nothing beautiful about cancer or
its effects on a body. In nature there are many
beautiful things to observe and enjoy, but there are
also some not so beautiful aspects of nature. These are
just my musings about some parts of nature and
cancer.

We went to an area that is known for their oysters. I
love oysters although it isn’t the season for fresh
oysters so we had sushi but no oysters. It did make me
think about how oysters are one of the animals that
create pearls. I am not trying to explain how pearls are
created, but to create a pearl, an irritant must be
introduced into the soft tissue of the animal. The
animal then covers the irritant and this can eventually
become a pearl. As I think of some of the friends I have
made through the cancer philosophy cafes, I think
about what has brought us together. Cancer is horrible,
it can be painful and no one wants it, but I am forever
thankful for the people who I have met because they
had or have cancer. They are not allowing the cancer to
control them but are covering it and creating new
friendships and new purposes for their lives. Just as a
pearl is considered something of great value, may the
cancer in your life create something of great value.

In Sendai, we also went to Izumi Botanical Garden. It
wasn’t a great day as it started to rain, but we enjoyed
many different plants. The roses were in bloom. I was
pondering the thorns and beauty of the roses and then
was also struck by the fact that there were many bees,
busy among the rose bushes. I am not a fan of bees, but
yet I love honey and I know without bees we would not
be able to enjoy many of the flowers and even many
fruits. Bees are necessary. I don’t ever want to think
that cancer is necessary in my life or the life of my
friend, but I also know that if it wasn’t for cancer, I
wouldn’t be friends with many of you. The only thing
that has brought our paths together is cancer and for
that I'm grateful. May the cancer that has brought us
together continue to be used to spread joy and
friendship.

By Jean Hino — June 22, 2019
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