HIROSHIMA CANADA ASSOCIATION (HCA) NEWSLETTER

¥

LhE8NTFIm=

No. 67
A 2023F7R78H1T
fR&E - RIT/ L8N IHE
o F730-8701 [LEHPRNIET4-33
E 4 PEBHHARH  HIHILAIALRR
' TEL :082-544-2849 FAX:082-504-7006
E X —JL : info@hiroshima-canada.org
=AR=Y : https://www.hiroshima-canada.org/

TIU—DSRENT—IN—BEDERET
Vancouver Island sunrise viewed from the ferry
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Ambassador McKay and
President Shimizu
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Magic show by Hiviki

December 1, 2022
Christmas Party

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

On December 1, the annual Christmas Party was held
and attended by 120 members. Participants deepened
fellowship with each other in a slightly early Christmas party
atmosphere and promoted goodwill relations with Canada
by welcoming special guests, Ambassador McKay from
the Canadian Embassy, and Mr. Fujii from the Canadian
Government Trade Office, Fukuoka.

The event opened with greetings by HCA President
Shimizu who said, “Next May at the G7 Hiroshima Summit,
| hope that Japan and Canada, with similar values, will
cooperate to pursue global peace and sustainable prosperity
for both countries. We at the HCA would like to proactively
cooperate in advance to bring success to the event.”

Next Ambassador McKay introduced HCA Director Ishida
(President of Hiroshima University of Economics) as the new
Honorary Consul of Canada in Hiroshima. Ambassador
McKay stated, “Youth exchange and providing opportunities
for women are some of the Government of Canada’s
priorities. With that in mind, we believe that Ms. Ishida is
an excellent fit for the job.” The audience
. gave warm applause in congratulating her
appointment.

After a toast with Canadian beer,
participants enjoyed a magic show by psychic
performer Hiviki while tasting a full dinner
made with Canadian ingredients.

At the grand finale draw, ticket numbers
from the draw box were read aloud and the
winners happily accepted the gifts donated by
HCA members.
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Symposium participants

January 26, 2023

Participation in the “8th Canada
Network Symposium” Hosted by
the Canadian Embassy

Location: Canadian Embassy in Tokyo

HCA President Shimizu and Director Ishida (as Honorary
Consul of Canada) attended the 8th Canada Network
Symposium hosted by the Canadian Embassy in Tokyo.

The purpose of this symposium is to gather Japan-Canada
friendship associations and Honorary Consuls from around
Japan, share recent trends and information related to Japan-
Canada relations, and support exchange activities.

The symposium, which was held for the first time in 4
years, opened with greetings by Deputy Head of Mission
Paul, followed by presentations of the latest information by
each section of the Canadian Embassy.

Following the symposium,
a networking reception was
held at the Ambassador’s
Official Residence, providing an
opportunity for fruitful exchange
between embassy officials and
related organizations.
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Mr. Anderson making a statement (front)

An image of the venue

April 17, 2023
HCA Member Participates in “Voice
of the Youth” G7 Pre-event Hosted
by UNITAR

Location: International Conference Center Hiroshima

The UNITAR (United Nations Institute for Training and
Research) Hiroshima Office conducts training projects related
to post-war recovery and peace-
building for young people from
around the world. On this occasion,
as a G7 Summit pre-event, a panel
discussion was held for young
people from G7 countries living in
Hiroshima. An HCA member and
assistant language instructor Brady
Anderson participated as a panelist
for Canada.

On the day of the event, the 7
panelists gave their impressions of
Hiroshima before and after living
here and debated the value and
meaning of holding the G7 Summit
in Hiroshima. After the debate, they
fielded questions from the audience
and a lively exchange of opinions
ensued.

Mr. Anderson gave his impression
of the event by saying, “It was
difficult answering questions | wasn’t
expecting, but it was a valuable
experience.”
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April 29, 2023
HCA Secretary General McKeeman
Appears on Hiroshima Home
Television’s G7 Hiroshima Summit
Special Program “Message to the
World from Hiroshima”

Hiroshima Home Television created a special program to
introduce the G7 Hiroshima Summit, and HCA Secretary
General McKeeman appeared as a representative of Canada.

The program was recorded at the Grand Prince Hotel, the
main location of the G7 Summit. The comedy duo “Rozan”
acted as representatives of Japan and MCs
and 6 representatives of G7 countries that
live in Hiroshima casually discussed traffic
restrictions, effects on the daily lives of local
citizens, and the meaning of holding the
Summit in Hiroshima.

After the recording, Secretary General
McKeeman said, “I would like to take
advantage of this opportunity because, this
is a chance to send a message to the world
from Hiroshima that we will never get again.”

At the recording of the program
(Secretary General McKeeman on right)
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Green grass in January and
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Green Grass in January —
In Canada!!

’ BEBRR Advbh-3yvdF—Iv ‘ 4 ) ’ Secretary General Scott McKeeman
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The destination for my trip this time was the west coast —
Victoria on Vancouver Island. If you look at a map of Canada,

size as the Chugoku region of Japan, but with a population
less than the number of people living in Hiroshima City.

LEDRZHTHBEI NI T HRTH2ABRENNDEUIZ. BIC  Needless to say, like the rest of Canada, the scale is massive.
FTTU—TEDFTUc,. TOERDE—HRIE. BENETCHER To get to my final destination, the trip took about 24 hours
NBICUTWDIETT,. SRFEEDIBERLLSWNT. BB door-to-door. | chose to take a ferry to get to the island this
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HTEDEULLIHEVDT, TTHRENLEITHBIIFBREDDDND'S  same in January in Hiroshima and there was no snow. At that
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th, BLsUeS4EBENTELE. ZNH1BOHF S THEAT degree weather, so you get a feeling immediately how special

time and my first impression was how similar the landscape
was to the Seto Inland Sea. The temperature was about the

this place is. Walking through the park near the legislature
buildings, | was surprised to see green grass in January in
Canada — For the first time in my life!

There were a couple other things that surprised me this time:
COVID Response

When | first arrived at Vancouver Airport, | was surprised to

almost 100% of people were wearing masks in Japan, so
this was a surprise.

The High Cost of Living

DIFIICHNRTEFEEN LR D CTVWDEICEEFR U, BRIGRA One of the first things | noticed was the high cost of living
PURANS YV TOBERIE. EIKO)F‘D\bS{ﬁZ MATFwIHH  on Vancouver Island. Food, restaurants (double to triple the

price, plus tips!), gasoline
(what used to cost about
90 yen now costs 180yen/
litre) etc. | even saw a 400ml
bottle of orange juice that
would cost about 160yen in
Japan selling for 400 yen!

Victoria is an amazing,
beautiful coastal city with very
friendly people. If you get a
chance, please visit Victoria
and spectacular Vancouver
Island!
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Chinatown New Year Celebration
in Victoria
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In May of this year, for the first time since the founding of the G7, the
leader’s summit was held in Hiroshima. It was an excellent opportunity
for the world to see the Hiroshima of today and how far the city has come
since that fateful day in 1945. A large delegation from Canada came to
Hiroshima, led by Prime Minister Trudeau, and we hope that the delegation
brought back to Canada good memories of their visit to Hiroshima. When
they convey what they experienced in Hiroshima to people in Canada, it is
our hope that more and more Canadians will be interested in our great city
and visit one day.

—HCA Secretariat—
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