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The articles "a" and "an" have the same meaning as “one” and are used before singular 

countable nouns. "a" is used before a noun that starts with a consonant sound, while 

"an" is used before a noun that starts with a vowel sound. "Some" is used before plural 

countable nouns and uncountable nouns. 

 

Here's a chart to summarize the usage of these articles: 

 Singular Countable Uncountable 

A/An A book - - 

 An apple - - 

Some - Some books Some water 

 

And here are some examples: 

 

A dog is barking outside. 

An elephant is a large animal. 

Some students are playing soccer. 

Some water is spilled on the floor. 

 

It's important to note that "a" and "an" are not interchangeable. You must use "a" 

before a consonant sound and "an" before a vowel sound. For example, you would say 

"a university" and "an umbrella". 

 

Additionally, "some" can also be used in affirmative sentences to indicate an indefinite 

quantity of something. For example, "Can I have some coffee, please?" or "I need some 

help with my homework." 


