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Hudson River & Hudson Valley

Resources

Museums

Hudson River Maritime Museum

Kingston, NY; it focuses on the maritime history of the Hudson River

New York State Museum

Albany, NY; it offers exhibits on the natural and cultural history of the Hudson Valley

The American Museum of Natural History

New York, NY; exhibits on the natural history and environmental aspects of the Hudson Valley, which

provide context for understanding the landscapes depicted by Hudson River School artists

Hudson River Museum

Yonkers, NY; cultural institution with a collection including prominent works from the Hudson River

School of painting, to pieces of contemporary art in addition to a period room, planetarium, and

environmental teaching gallery

Historic Sites

Olana State Historic Site - The home of artist Frederic Edwin Church, showcasing his art and the unique

Persian-inspired architecture of his estate.
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https://www.olana.org/


Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site - A grand estate built by Frederick William Vanderbilt,

reflecting the opulence of the Gilded Age and offering tours of the mansion and gardens.

Hyde Park Historic Sites - Includes the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, the

Eleanor Roosevelt National Historic Site, and the Vanderbilt Mansion.

Kykuit, the Rockefeller Estate - The former estate of the Rockefeller family, featuring impressive

gardens, art collections, and historic buildings.

Washington's Headquarters State Historic Site - The site where George Washington established his

headquarters during the American Revolution, located in Newburgh.

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery - Famous for its association with Washington Irving’s "The Legend of Sleepy

Hollow" and as the final resting place of notable figures such as Andrew Carnegie and Elizabeth Arden.

The Staatsburgh State Historic Site (Mills Mansion) - A grand estate of the Gilded Age, offering a

glimpse into the lives of the wealthy families of the era.

The Hudson-Athens Lighthouse - A historic lighthouse located in the Hudson River, which has been

guiding ships since the 19th century.

The Thomas Cole National Historic Site - The home and studio of artist Thomas Cole, founder of the

Hudson River School of landscape painting.

Montgomery Place - A historic estate with beautifully preserved architecture and gardens, offering

insight into 19th-century life and landscape design.

Boscobel House and Gardens - An 1804 Federal-style mansion with gardens overlooking the Hudson

River, offering tours and cultural events.

The Reformed Church of New Paltz - A historic church associated with the Huguenot settlers, featuring

a rich history and early American architecture.
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https://sleepyhollowcemetery.org/
https://hudsonathenslighthouse.org/
https://www.thomascole.org/
https://www.montgomeryplace.org/
https://www.boscobel.org/
https://www.huguenotstreet.org/


Books on the Hudson River

Adams, Arthur G. The Hudson River Guidebook. 2nd ed. New York: Fordham University Press, 1981.

———. The Hudson River in Literature: An Anthology. Albany: State University of New York Press,
1980.

Armstead, Myra B. Young. Freedom's Gardener: James F. Brown, Horticulture, and the Hudson Valley
in Antebellum America. New York: New York University Press, 2012.

Berry, Ian, Tom Lewis, and Henry L. Schimberg. Lives of the Hudson. Saratoga Springs, NY: Frances
Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery at Skidmore College; Munich: DelMonico Books/Prestel,
2010.

Boyle, Robert H., and Fitzgerald Rivers of America Collection (Library of Congress). The Hudson River:
A Natural and Unnatural History. 1st ed. New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1969.

Carmer, Carl. The Hudson River. Illustrated by Rafaello Busoni. 1st ed. New York: Holt, Rinehart and
Winston, 1962.

Cronin, John, and Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. The Riverkeepers: Two Activists Fight to Reclaim Our
Environment as a Basic Human Right. New York: Scribner, 1997.

DuLong, Jessica.My River Chronicles: Rediscovering America on the Hudson. New York: Free Press,
2009.

Dunwell, Frances F. The Hudson: America's River. New York: Columbia University Press, 2008.

———. The Hudson River Highlands. New York: Columbia University Press, 1991.

Gidaly, Ian F., and the Hudson River Waterfront Association. The Hudson River Water Trail Guide. 6th
ed. New York: Hudson River Watertrail Association, 2003.

Huler, Scott. Defining the Wind: The Beaufort Scale and How a 19th-Century Admiral Turned Science
into Poetry. New York: Crown, 2007.

Hunter, Douglas. Half Moon: Henry Hudson and the Voyage That Redrew the Map of the New World.
New York: Bloomsbury Press, 2009.

Kiviat, Esther. Changing Tides: Tivoli Bays; A Hudson River Wetland. Fleischmanns, NY: Purple
Mountain Press, 1999.

Levinton, Jeffrey S., and John R. Waldman, eds. The Hudson River Estuary. New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2006.

Lewis, Tom. The Hudson: A History. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2005.
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Lourie, Peter. River of Mountains: A Canoe Journey down the Hudson. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse
University Press, 1995.

Marranca, Bonnie, ed. A Hudson Valley Reader: Writings from the 17th Century to the Present.
Woodstock, NY: The Overlook Press, 1995.

Matthews, William H. In and About a Grey Stone Manor House. New York: AICP, 1929.

Moore, Lela. A Brief History of Tivoli. Self-published, 1921.

Mylod, John. Biography of a River: The People and Legends of the Hudson Valley. New York: Hawthorn
Books, 1969.

Navins, Joan. Tivoli: 1872–1972. Rhinebeck, NY: Jator Printing, 1972.

Richardson, Judith. Possessions: The History and Uses of Haunting in the Hudson Valley. Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 2003.

Sante, Lucy. 19 Reservoirs: On Their Creation and the Promise of Water for New York City. New York:
The Experiment, 2022.

Stanne, Stephen P., Roger G. Panetta, and Brian E. Forist. The Hudson: An Illustrated Guide to the
Living River. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1996.

Stessin-Cohn, Susan. In Defiance: Runaways from Slavery in New York's Hudson River Valley
1735-1831. Catskill: Black Dome Press, 2016.

Stilgoe, John. The River. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1983.

Stradling, David, and William Cronon.Making Mountains: New York City and the Catskills. Seattle:
University of Washington Press, 2007.

Teale, Edwin Way. The Lost Woods. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1946.

Van Zandt, Roland. Chronicles of the Hudson. Hensonville, NY: Blackdome Press, 1992.

Wiles, Richard C. Tivoli Revisited: A Social History. Rhinebeck, NY: Moran Printing, 1981.

Primary Sources

Burroughs, John. A River View and Other Hudson Valley Essays. Selected and introduced by Edward
Renehan. Croton-on-Hudson, NY: North River Press, 1981.

———. The Heart of Burroughs's Journals. Boston and New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1928.
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Day, Dorothy. On Pilgrimage. Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1999. First
published 1948 by Catholic Worker Books.

———. The Eleventh Virgin. New York: Albert and Charles Boni, 1924.

———. The Long Loneliness: An Autobiography. New York: Harper & Row, 1952.

Irving, Washington. "Rip Van Winkle." In The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent, edited by Haskell
Springer, 27–46. Franklin Center, PA: The Franklin Library, 1985.

———. "The Legend of Sleepy Hollow." In The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent, edited by Haskell
Springer, 350–383. Franklin Center, PA: The Franklin Library, 1985.

Juet, Robert. Juet's Journal of Hudson's 1609 Voyage from the 1625 Edition of Purchas His Pilgrims.
Transcribed by Brea Barthel. Accessed August 28, 2024. http://www.halfmoonerica.org/Juets-journal.pdf.

Rogers, Susan Fox.My Reach: A Hudson River Memoir. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 2011.

Washington Irving’s Sunnyside. Tarrytown, NY: Historic Hudson Valley, 1996.

Wharton, Edith. Hudson River Bracketed. New York: Appleton & Co., 1929.

Willis, Nathaniel Parker. Out-Doors at Idlewild; or, The Shaping of a Home on the Banks of the Hudson.
New York: Scribner, 1855.

Animals and Ecology

Carr, Archie. Handbook of Turtles. Ithaca, NY, and London: Comstock Publishing Associates, 1952.

Department of Environmental Conservation. "Juvenile Atlantic Sturgeon Sonic Tracking Project."
Accessed August 28, 2024. http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/9968.html.

Hummel, Meredith, and Stuart Findlay. "Effects of Water Chestnut (Trapa natans) Beds on Water
Chemistry in the Tidal Freshwater Hudson River." Hydrobiologia 559 (2006): 169–81.

Kiviat, Erik. "A Hudson River Tidemarsh Snapping Turtle Population." Transactions of the Northeast
Section, The Wildlife Society 37 (1980): 158–68.

———. "Loosestrife: Purple Peril or Purple Prose?" Hudsonia 14, no. 2 (1999): 158–68.

Stone, Ward B., Erik Kiviat, and Stanley A. Butkas. "Toxicants in Snapping Turtles." New York Fish
and Game Journal 27, no. 1 (January 1980): 39–50.

Strayer, David Lowell. The Hudson Primer: The Ecology of an Iconic River. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 2012.
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Titus, Robert and Johanna. The Hudson Valley in the Ice Age. A Geological History & Tour. Catskill,
NY: Black Dome Press, 2012.

Art and Architecture

Crowley, Jim. Lighthouses of New York: Greater New York Harbor, Hudson River, and Long Island.
Saugerties, NY: Hope Farm Press, 2000.

Downing, A. J. The Architecture of Country Houses Including Designs for Cottages, and Farmhouses,
and Villas, with Remarks on Interiors, Furniture, and the Best Modes of Warming and Ventilating. [1st
ed.]. New York: Dover Publications, 1969.

Glunt, Ruth Reynolds. The Old Lighthouses of the Hudson River.Moran Print. Co., 1969.

Groft, Tammis Kane, W. Douglas McCombs, and Albany Institute of History & Art. Hudson River
Panorama: A Passage through Time. Albany: Excelsior Editions/State University of New York Press,
2009.

Rinaldi, Thomas E., and Robert J. Yasinsac. Hudson Valley Ruins. Lebanon, NH: University Press of
New England, 2006.

Rosenbaum, Julia. Visions of Belonging: New England Art and the Making of American Identity. Ithaca,
NY: Cornell University Press, 2006.

Ryan, James Anthony. Frederic Church's Olana: Architecture and Landscape as Art.

Wolf, Donald E. Crossing the Hudson: Historic Bridges and Tunnels of the River. New Brunswick, NJ:
Rivergate Books/Rutgers University Press, 2010.

Hudson Valley Native American History

Davis, Dorthy. A Brief History of the Mohican Nation Stockbridge-Munsee. Published by the
Stockbridge-Munsee Historical Committee, Arvid E. Miller Memorial Library, Bowler, WI, 2004.

Dunn, Shirley W. The Mohicans and Their Land, 1609-1730. 1st ed. Fleischmanns, NY: Purple
Mountain Press, 1994.

Rutterben, E. M. Indian Tribes of Hudson's River to 1700. Saugerties, NY: Hope Farm Press, 1992.

Williams-Myers, AJ. Long Hammering: Essays on the Forging of an African American Presence in the
Hudson Valley to the Early 20th Century. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 1994.
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General: Nature, Landscape and Bodies of Water

Carson, Rachel. The Edge of the Sea. Boston: Mariner Books.

Kimmerer, Robin Wall. Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the
Teachings of Plants.Minneapolis: Milkweed Editions, 2015.

Spirn, Anne Whiston. The Language of Landscape. London and New Haven: Yale University Press,
1998.

Wessels, Tom. Forest Forensics: A Field Guide to Reading the Forested Landscape.Woodstock, VT:
Countryman Press, 2010.

Podcasts

- Nature Calls: Conversations from the Hudson Valley

- The Bowery Boys: New York City History

Films & Documentaries

“Hudson River Stories”

"Hudson River Journeys" - A documentary exploring the natural and cultural history of the Hudson

River.

"Hudson River: Journey into the Wild"

"Hudson River School: Artistic Pioneers" - A documentary on the Hudson River School of Art and its

artists

Environmental Organizations

Billion Oyster Project - A New York City-based initiative aimed at restoring oyster reefs in New York

Harbor, contributing to cleaner water and a healthier ecosystem.
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https://www.hudsonriverstories.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8735482/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt13247080/
https://shop.pbs.org/WC3822.html?srsltid=AfmBOoqvdqAx7_qHEIeWUNHNIl-alL5-4RO0o-wKwWBQk63uve1UtNH8
https://www.billionoysterproject.org/


Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies - A leading research organization dedicated to understanding

ecosystems, focusing on the Hudson River and other critical environments.

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater - Founded by Pete Seeger, this organization focuses on environmental

advocacy and education related to the Hudson River.

Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area - Promotes the region’s heritage, including its historical and

cultural resources.

NYC Wetlab - A public aquarium and marine biology lab located on the Hudson River, offering

educational programs about local marine life and habitats.

Riverkeeper - Works to protect the environmental, recreational, and commercial integrity of the Hudson

River and its tributaries.

Scenic Hudson - An organization dedicated to protecting and restoring the Hudson River and its

surrounding landscapes.

Arts Organizations

ArtPort Kingston - A nonprofit organization that provides a platform for local and regional artists,

offering exhibitions and arts programming in Kingston, NY.

Arts Mid Hudson - A regional arts organization dedicated to supporting and promoting the arts through

grants, advocacy, and community engagement in the Mid-Hudson Valley.

Forge Project - A contemporary arts organization focused on fostering interdisciplinary art practices and

community engagement in the Hudson Valley.

Hudson River School in Collections nation- and worldwide:

United States

1. The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, NY)
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https://www.caryinstitute.org/
https://www.clearwater.org/
https://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/
https://www.riverkeeper.org/
https://www.scenichudson.org/
https://www.artportkingston.org/
https://artsmidhudson.org/
https://www.forgeproject.org/


○ Extensive collection of Hudson River School paintings, including works by Thomas

Cole, Frederic Edwin Church, and Albert Bierstadt.

2. The Smithsonian American Art Museum (Washington, D.C.)

○ Features significant works by Hudson River School artists.

3. The National Gallery of Art (Washington, D.C.)

○ Holds a number of important paintings by Hudson River School painters.

4. The Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art (Hartford, CT)

○ One of the oldest public art museums in the U.S., with a strong collection of Hudson

River School works.

5. The New-York Historical Society (New York, NY)

○ Houses a comprehensive collection of Hudson River School paintings.

6. The Brooklyn Museum (Brooklyn, NY)

○ Features several pieces by prominent Hudson River School artists.

7. The Olana State Historic Site (Hudson, NY)

○ Home and studio of Frederic Edwin Church, featuring his works and those of his

contemporaries.

8. The Albany Institute of History & Art (Albany, NY)

○ Includes a number of Hudson River School paintings in its collection.

9. The Detroit Institute of Arts (Detroit, MI)

○ Possesses works by Hudson River School painters.

10. The Cleveland Museum of Art (Cleveland, OH)

○ Holds several significant pieces by Hudson River School artists.

11. The Art Institute of Chicago (Chicago, IL)

○ Features works by Albert Bierstadt and other Hudson River School painters.

12. The Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco (San Francisco, CA)

○ Includes paintings by Hudson River School artists in its collection.

13. The Philadelphia Museum of Art (Philadelphia, PA)

○ Houses works by Thomas Cole and other Hudson River School artists.

Worldwide

1. The National Gallery (London, UK)

○ Features some works by American landscape painters, including those of the Hudson

River School.
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2. The Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum (Madrid, Spain)

○ Includes a collection of American 19th-century landscapes, including Hudson River

School paintings.

3. The Louvre Museum (Paris, France)

○ Although primarily focused on European art, the Louvre occasionally features American

19th-century landscapes in exhibitions.

4. The Rijksmuseum (Amsterdam, Netherlands)

○ Includes American landscape paintings in its diverse collection, sometimes featuring

Hudson River School artists.

5. The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts (Montreal, Canada)

○ Holds a collection of American art, including works by the Hudson River School.
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