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1.	You	must	have	an	internet	connection.	2.	Click	the	link	below	or	copy	paste	the	URL	to	your	web	browser.	For	support	email	us	at	info@tuttlepublishing.com.	PREFACE	Setting	the	Scene	You’re	on	a	sidewalk	in	the	center	of	Seoul,	in	the	ultra-hip	shopping	district	of	Myeongdong.	Fresh	off	the	plane,	all	you	can	do	is	stand	and	stare	at	the	bright
neon	lights	with	their	funny	angular	letters.	The	ample	sidewalk	is	swarming	with	pedestrians,	and	the	chattering	hum	of	their	strange,	lilting	language	is	making	your	head	swim.	Just	as	you’re	about	to	pass	out	from	stimulus	overload,	you	get	a	tap	on	the	shoulder.	He	has	the	look	of	a	young	professional,	maybe	late	20s,	dressed	business	casual,
smiling	widely.	Hello.	Can	I	help	you	find	something?	Ordinarily,	you’re	wary	of	friendly	strangers	you	meet	in	a	foreign	city,	especially	when	you’re	there	for	the	first	time	and	don’t	really	know	where	you’re	going.	But	something	about	this	guy	tells	you	he’s	sincere,	that	it’s	okay	to	trust	him.	And	you’re	right—because	you’re	in	Korea	now!	An
authentic	voice	Congratulations—you	just	met	your	narrator!	You	may	think	you’re	lucky	to	have	bumped	into	such	a	helpful,	charming	young	man.	And,	well,	of	course	you	are!	But	the	truth	is	many	visitors	to	Korea	have	this	exact	experience.	As	a	foreigner,	you’ll	find	the	Korean	people	incredibly	curious	and	engaging.	They’re	as	excited	to	learn
about	you	and	where	you’re	from	as	they	are	to	share	their	own	unique	culture	with	you.	This	is	your	narrator	in	a	nutshell,	and	Korean	for	Beginners	is	written	entirely	in	his	voice.	You	won’t	encounter	dry	grammar	lessons	or	rote	vocabulary	memorization	in	these	pages.	At	the	same	time,	you’re	not	going	to	see	things	dumbed	down	or
oversimplified.	Instead,	you’ll	be	learning	the	basics	of	the	Korean	language—and	the	culture	that	created	it—by	way	of	an	authentic,	one-on-one	dynamic.	Straight	from	your	narrator’s	mouth,	as	it	were.	It’s	this	authenticity	that	makes	Korean	for	Beginners	the	best	resource	out	there	for	picking	up	the	language	as	it’s	being	spoken	today—short	of
heading	down	to	Myeongdong	and	meeting	your	own	guide,	that	is!	Learning	that	runs	deep	Your	authors	know	the	tribulations	of	language	learning—Kyubyong	as	a	Korean	studying	English	and	Henry	as	an	American	studying	Korean.	From	these	struggles	and,	yes,	occasional	successes,	has	come	insight,	and	we’re	happy	to	share	this	insight	with
you	in	Korean	for	Beginners.	From	how	to	use	honorifics	to	show	the	proper	respect	in	a	conversation,	to	what	exactly	a	particle	is.	From	deciphering	Hangeul—the	Korean	writing	system—to	learning	how	to	say	I	can’t	eat	kimchi.	These	are	some	of	the	essentials	of	Korean	language	learning,	and	they’ll	be	illustrated	over	and	over	again,	along	with
many	others.	Heck,	by	the	end	we’ll	have	you	saying	I	CAN	eat	kimchi!	Korean	for	Beginners	is	divided	into	27	chapters,	and	each	includes	a	core	lesson	on	a	fundamental	element	of	the	language,	with	plenty	of	practical	applications	thrown	in.	What’s	more,	each	ends	in	a	two-part	conclusion.	The	first	is	a	list	of	further	vocabulary	related	to	the
subject	matter	of	the	chapter,	designed	to	enhance	and	expand	your	understanding.	And	the	second	offers	a	relevant	cultural	tidbit,	guaranteed	to	teach	you	something	interesting	about	the	country	and	its	people,	be	it	the	layout	of	a	Korean	computer	keyboard	or	the	rules	of	a	Korean	drinking	game.	At	the	back	of	the	book,	you’ll	find	a	Korean-
English/English-Korean	glossary	with	all	the	terms	featured	in	the	chapters.	And,	perhaps	most	importantly	of	all,	Korean	for	Beginners	comes	with	a	multimedia	package	that	includes	video	instruction	on	pronouncing	the	characters	and	audio	recordings	of	the	example	phrases	and	sentences	in	the	book.	So	crank	up	the	bulgogi	grill	and	put	a	bottle
of	soju	on	ice—you’re	about	to	learn	Korean!	Welcome	to	Korean!	An	Introduction	to	Korean	and	the	Korean	Spirit	Welcome!	I’m	so	happy	you’ve	decided	to	learn	Korean.	
Not	only	will	you	discover	how	more	than	70	million	people	on	the	Korean	peninsula	communicate	with	each	other,	but	you’ll	be	learning	one	of	the	most	systematic	languages	in	the	world.	Most	importantly,	though,	you’re	going	to	be	hanging	out	with	me,	your	faithful	guide,	as	I	take	you	on	an	in-depth	tour	of	Korean.	(This	is	great	for	me,	too,	as	it
gives	me	a	chance	to	practice	my	English	with	you,	something	most	Koreans	are	always	eager	to	do!)	But	before	we	start,	I	have	a	question	for	you:	What	do	you	know	about	Korea?	Sports	and	beef:	cultural	windows	I’m	not	sure	how	closely	you	follow	the	news,	but	you	might	recall	that	in	2008,	mass	demonstrations	were	held	throughout	South
Korea	to	protest	the	purchase	of	beef	from	the	U.S.	But	why!?	Koreans	love	beef!	Apparently,	there	were	some	concerns	about	the	meat	not	being	safe	for	consumption.	What	was	probably	the	bigger	issue,	though,	was	that	Koreans	didn’t	like	the	idea	of	their	president	being	persuaded	by	the	U.S.	to	sign	onto	the	deal.	A	few	years	earlier,	in	2002,
there	was	another	occasion	for	Koreans	to	gather	by	the	thousands	and	show	their	support	for	their	country.	Only	this	time,	the	atmosphere	was	more	positive,	the	intention	being	to	cheer	on	the	national	soccer	team	in	the	World	Cup.	Koreans	are	very	enthusiastic	and	passionate	about	their	country	and	culture.	During	the	games,	all	the	fans	wore
red	shirts	and	cheered	for	victory.	Prior	to	this	tournament,	the	Korean	soccer	team	had	never	won	a	single	World	Cup	game.	You	can	imagine	the	excitement	when	they	made	it	all	the	way	to	the	semifinals!	People	around	the	world	who’ve	witnessed	events	like	these	in	the	international	news	must	be	asking	themselves:	why	are	Koreans	so
passionate?	Korea	and	Koreans	are	dynamic	Korea	is	a	small	country,	similar	in	size	to	Great	Britain.	But	there	are	around	50	million	people	in	South	Korea,	and	25	million	in	North	Korea.	This	means	the	population	density	on	the	peninsula	is	very	high.	South	Korea’s	capital,	Seoul,	is	one	of	the	largest	and	most	crowded	cities	in	the	world.	And	all	of
these	people	are	always	on	the	go.	
The	expression			[ppalri	ppalri]	is	used	by	Koreans	to	sum	up	the	bustling	nature	of	the	country	and	its	people.	But	why	are	they	in	such	a	hurry?	Perhaps	we	can	find	the	answer	by	looking	at	the	modern	history	of	Korea.	You	see,	after	the	Korean	War	of	1950–1953,	much	of	the	land	and	its	infrastructure	was	in	ruins.	So	Koreans	became	determined
and	made	many	sacrifices	to	rebuild	their	country	as	quickly	as	possible.	As	a	result,	in	less	than	50	years,	South	Korea	was	transformed	into	a	developed	nation.	It	joined	the	Organisation	for	Economic	Co-operation	and	Development	(OECD)	in	1996,	and	in	2008	it	was	ranked	15th	in	the	world	by	gross	domestic	product	(GDP).	But	even	now,	Koreans
feel	they	should	be	doing	something	more	to	progress	further.	This	explains	why	they	always	seem	to	be	in	a	hurry	and	why	they’re	so	passionate	about	their	history,	their	culture,	and	their	homeland.	All	systems	go…	Just	one	more	thing	before	we	launch	ourselves	into	the	world	of	Korean	language.	Keep	in	mind	that	it’s	very	different	from	English
and	other	European	languages.	I’m	sure	the	first	thing	you’ll	notice	is	the	characters.	Korean	doesn’t	use	the	Roman	alphabet,	unfortunately,	so	you’re	probably	worried	that	it’s	going	to	be	much	more	difficult	to	learn	than	Spanish,	French,	German,	or	other	languages	you	may	have	studied	in	school.	But	don’t	worry!	Korean	characters	are	formed	in
a	very	systematic	and	straightforward	way,	so	they’re	easy	to	pick	up.	Actually,	they’re	so	simple	that	most	Korean	children	learn	them	before	they	even	enter	school.	Sounds	good,	right?	I’ll	show	you	what	I	mean	in	the	next	chapter.	Are	you	ready	to	begin	the	adventure?	I	know	I	am.	Just	remember,	I’m	here	to	help,	and	I’ll	never	laugh	at	you	or
criticize	you	along	the	way	(well,	maybe	a	giggle	here	and	there,	but	hopefully	I’ll	be	giggling	with	you).	Trust	me—I’ll	take	you	where	you	need	to	go!	Korean	Style:	Say	what?	Do	these	words	look	familiar?	lol					btw					omg					imho					cya					;-)				:P				:(			:o	With	the	spread	of	modern	communication	methods,	such	as	texting	and	online	messaging
services,	languages	are	constantly	being	modified	for	convenience.	
Tons	of	creative	abbreviations,	both	for	words	and	emotions,	have	cropped	up	in	English.	Do	you	know	all	the	ones	above?	No?	Omg,	imho	you’d	better	study	up!	;-)	Korean	is	no	exception	to	this	phenomenon.	If	you	have	a	chance	to	chat	with	a	Korean	online	or	by	texting,	you’re	sure	to	run	into	a	few	strange	looking	words,	like	this	one:	This	probably
doesn’t	seem	that	odd	to	you,	since	we	haven’t	even	gone	over	Korean	characters	yet!	But	take	my	word	that	this	is	a	strange	construction	indeed.	First	of	all,	there	aren’t	any	vowels	in	this	word!	That’s	because	it’s	an	abbreviation,	and	it	stands	for		[kamsagamsa]	(thank	you	very	much).	Even	though	this	goes	against	the	basic	rule	of	Korean	word
formation,	it’s	frequently	used	on	the	Internet.	There	are	other	types	of	language	peculiarities	that	have	developed	as	a	result	of	messaging	services.	Emoticons	are	one	of	them.	Koreans	use	emoticons	even	more	frequently	than	English	speakers	do,	but	their	emoticons	are	different.	
The	main	thing	to	notice	is	that	they’re	made	to	be	viewed	vertically,	so	you	don’t	have	to	tilt	your	head	to	figure	them	out.	Let’s	take	a	look.	
^;^	-or-^^	As	a	beginner	learner	in	Korean,	while	working	hard	on	basic	Korean	grammar	concepts,	you	may	also	want	to	learn	some	basic	conversation	patterns	so	as	to	show	off	your	progress	when	travelling	to	Korean	or	eating	at	a	Korean	restaurant.	In	this	post	we	have	summarised	some	useful	phrases	in	daily	lives.	We	have	also	prepared	a
printable	PDF	summary	for	your	easy	reference.	Greetings	General	greetings:	.	Hello	/	Good	morning	/	afternoon	/	evening.		가.	Goodbye.	(Used	when	the	speaker	is	staying	and	the	listener	is	leaving.)		.	Goodbye.	(Used	when	the	speaker	is	leaving	and	the	listener	is	staying.)	When	you	meet	someone	for	the	very	first	time:	.	Nice	to	meet	you.		.	First
time	meeting	you.	When	you	meet	someone	you	have	met	before:		?	How	have	you	been?	.	It’s	been	a	while.	Introduction		(name).	I	am	(name).			.	
I	come	from	the	US.			.	I	like	travelling.	Saying	thankyou	.	Thank	you.	.	Thank	you.	Saying	sorry	.	I	am	sorry.	Invitation			?	Let’s	have	lunch	together?	,	.	Yes,	sounds	good.	.			.	Sorry	I	have	plans	today.	Request			?	May	I	ask	you	something?	.	Of	course!		가	?	May	I	enter?	,	.	Yes	please	go	ahead.	At	a	restaurant	At	the	reception:		.	Welcome.		?	How	many
people?		.	Two	people.	
?	Do	you	have	a	reservation?	
At	the	time	of	ordering:			.	
Please	give	me	the	menu.		.	I	will	order	now.		2	.	Please	give	me	two	bibimbaps.	To	check	the	bill:		.	Check	the	bill	please.	When	watching	Korean	drama	you	may	notice	there	are	a	few	ways	to	address	or	refer	to	one's	mother.	,		or		can	all	refer	to	mother	in	Korean.…	As	a	self	study	Korean	learner	I	also	did	a	lot	of	internet	research	to	better
understand	Korean	grammar	concepts	and	usages.	However	what	I	realise	is	that	the	quality…	As	a	beginner	learner	in	Korean,	while	working	hard	on	basic	Korean	grammar	concepts,	you	may	also	want	to	learn	some	basic	conversation	patterns	so	as	to	show	off	your…	In	order	to	write	a	letter	in	Korean,	you	must	have	basic	knowledge	in	the
Korean	language	–	I	thought	that	goes	without	saying.	Asa	beginner	learner,	if	you	follow…	When	you	hear	the	Korean	natives	speak,	it	is	hardly	a	flat	monologue.	Instead	the	sentences	flow	like	a	song,	like	most	other	languages	do.	A	lot	of	people	want	to	learn	Korean	with	K-pop.	My	stance	is	that	one	definitely	cannot	learn	Korean	purely	using	Kpop
alone	without	putting	it	hard	work	in	grammar,…


