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Fun table topics questions for toastmasters

Funny table topics questions toastmasters. Toastmasters table topics questions. Funny table topics for toastmasters.

It happens to all of us. We sign up to lead Table Topics® thinking, This meeting I'm going to put some thought and effort into coming up with clever topics. Then the night before the meeting, you quickly Google “Questions for Table Topics” and pick the first 10 to 12 suitable ideas.

kid friendly

dinner table topics
1. The story of your wedding day.
2+« The day your child was born
3. Your first day of any grade.
4., What do you think you are best at?
o« If I was an animal, I would be...

6. Combine two animals that make sounds.
What would it sound like? (ie chicken & dog)

7+ What is your favorite time of year and
why?

8. If you could be any character in a book,
who would it be?

9. If you could be invisible for a day,
what would you do?

10. What is one thing you would like to
learn to do?

We sign up to lead Table Topics® thinking, This meeting I'm going to put some thought and effort into coming up with clever topics.

what

GO!” People usually laugh as they race around, looking for that one-of-a-kind item. When everyone comes back, select members to display their item and explain its significance. You’ll discover things about your club members you never knew. You might see a club member display his first bowling trophy or a parent hold up their toddler! 2 It’s easy
to come up with Table Topics for holidays such as Valentine's Day and Mother's Day. But did you know there are hundreds of quirky “holidays” throughout the year that make excellent topics? Simply go online and look up “Untraditional Holidays” or some variation of that phrase, and you’ll discover Polar Bear Plunge Day (January 1) and International
Tweed Day (April 3). For this Table Topic, give the participant the name of a holiday and have them describe how they will celebrate. Here are a few to get you started: March 1, World Compliment Day March 20, Big Bird’s Birthday August 6, International Cat Day September 27, World Tourism Day 3 Wouldn’t it be great to write a bestselling book?
You'd travel the world giving speeches and doing TV interviews. Here’s a chance for members to at least pretend they are being queried by Oprah about their literary accomplishments. Ahead of the club meeting, cover 10-12 books with fake covers. Nothing fancy.

Just come up with unique book titles. Each person participating in Table Topics gets a book and then proceeds to act as if they were being interviewed on a major TV show, explaining what the book is about. (For online meetings, share your screen to show your book cover.) Possible titles could include How to Train Your Hamster to Star in Movies and

Commercials, Lose Weight Eating Only Fudge and Pasta, and Why You Only Need Two Hours of Sleep A Night. 4 Some laws make perfect sense. People should stop at a stop sign.
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It happens to all of us. We sign up to lead Table Topics® thinking, This meeting I'm going to put some thought and effort into coming up with clever topics. Then the night before the meeting, you quickly Google “Questions for Table Topics” and pick the first 10 to 12 suitable ideas. Which means club members answer questions such as, “What was
your best birthday present?” or “What superpower would you like to have?” There’s nothing intrinsically wrong with those topics, but wouldn’t it be nice to have some new ideas and liven up your meetings? The Topicsmaster—the member who leads the meeting’s Table Topics session—plays a key role in making the activity engaging and worthwhile.
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1 If your club is meeting online, take advantage of people being in their homes Simply say, “Everyone has 30 seconds to find something in your house that has a special meaning to you. GO!” People usually laugh as they race around, looking for that one-of-a-kind item. When everyone comes back, select members to display their item and explain its
significance. You’ll discover things about your club members you never knew. You might see a club member display his first bowling trophy or a parent hold up their toddler! 2 It’s easy to come up with Table Topics for holidays such as Valentine's Day and Mother's Day. But did you know there are hundreds of quirky “holidays” throughout the year
that make excellent topics? Simply go online and look up “Untraditional Holidays” or some variation of that phrase, and you’ll discover Polar Bear Plunge Day (January 1) and International Tweed Day (April 3). For this Table Topic, give the participant the name of a holiday and have them describe how they will celebrate. Here are a few to get you
started: March 1, World Compliment Day March 20, Big Bird’s Birthday August 6, International Cat Day September 27, World Tourism Day 3 Wouldn’t it be great to write a bestselling book?
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When everyone comes back, select members to display their item and explain its significance. You'll discover things about your club members you never knew. You might see a club member display his first bowling trophy or a parent hold up their toddler! 2 1It’s easy to come up with Table Topics for holidays such as Valentine's Day and Mother's Day.
But did you know there are hundreds of quirky “holidays” throughout the year that make excellent topics? Simply go online and look up “Untraditional Holidays” or some variation of that phrase, and you’ll discover Polar Bear Plunge Day (January 1) and International Tweed Day (April 3). For this Table Topic, give the participant the name of a holiday
and have them describe how they will celebrate. Here are a few to get you started: March 1, World Compliment Day March 20, Big Bird’s Birthday August 6, International Cat Day September 27, World Tourism Day 3 Wouldn't it be great to write a bestselling book? You’d travel the world giving speeches and doing TV interviews. Here’s a chance for
members to at least pretend they are being queried by Oprah about their literary accomplishments. Ahead of the club meeting, cover 10-12 books with fake covers. Nothing fancy. Just come up with unique book titles. Each person participating in Table Topics gets a book and then proceeds to act as if they were being interviewed on a major TV show,
explaining what the book is about. (For online meetings, share your screen to show your book cover.) Possible titles could include How to Train Your Hamster to Star in Movies and Commercials, Lose Weight Eating Only Fudge and Pasta, and Why You Only Need Two Hours of Sleep A Night. 4 Some laws make perfect sense. People should stop at a
stop sign. But what about laws that you think might be outdated or unimportant? Table Topics participants will be told about a law, and then share their reasons why this one should be enforced. Don’t worry, you don’t need a legal degree to participate. Thanks to the internet, it is easy to find these unusual laws online. In France, it is illegal to carry
live snails on a high-speed train unless they have a ticket. In Mexico, bicyclists are not allowed to lift their feet from the pedals. In the state of Vermont (U.S.), a wife must get her husband’s permission to get false teeth. In Petrolia, Ontario, Canada, a law limits excessive noise, including yelling, shouting, whistling, and singing. Table Topics play a vital
role in developing public speaking skills. It takes creativity to develop coherent thoughts about topics you often know little about. Using some of these unusual themes will go a long way in helping members have fun while learning to think on their feet. Do you have some creative Table Topics activities you’d like to share? Write to
magazine@toastmasters.org. HOME > Speech topics > Table topics - Toastmasters An overview, plus 80 themed table topics questions with printables By: Susan Dugdale | Last modified: 08-25-2023 Table topics is Toastmaster International parlance for all things impromptu speaking. It's the umbrella term they use to refer to the portion of the
meeting set aside to focus solely on developing impromptu speaking skills i.e., a table topics session, as well as the topics themselves, the speakers and their speeches. Before it was adopted by Toastmasters, table topics was the name given to prepared conversation starters: suggestions of things you could easily talk about with family, friends and
other guests, over dinner.

The reason behind using them is to bypass the possibility of potentially embarrassing, stilted question and answer exchanges, or worse still, awkward silence.For instance: Do you live locally? No. Do you like your job? No.Have been here before? No.The best table topics are open-ended: encouraging free-flowing conversation on non-threatening or
polarizing topics. Examples: What's the best thing that happened to you this week? What's new in your world? When you were growing up, what was your dream job?

Return to Top A brief description of Table Topics at Toastmasters The Table Topics Master - prior preparation The Table Topics session is set up in advance of the club meeting by the person who has been given the role of Table Topics Master*. Ideally, they'll have thought through the session from its set-up to its close.

They'll have checked in with the person chairing the meeting (the Toastmaster of the Day*) to find out:who's got what roles e.g., General Evaluator*, Timer*, Grammarian*, Ah-Counter*..., who is scheduled to give prepared speeches, the theme of the meeting, (if there is one) and,if there is a 'word of the day' from the person who has the Grammarian
role for the meeting. (*The people carrying out these roles all have specific tasks to do. To find out more see Toastmasters International -Club Meeting Roles.) With all that information in hand, they'll prepare a list of topics, and a list of members to call on to speak. (Anybody who hasn't either a prepared speech to give, or a significant role in the
running of the meeting, is fair game.) Return to Top A typical table topics session A typical session in the club I belonged to was approximately 20 minutes long: time for 6-8 speakers. It ran fairly predictably, regardless of who was fulfilling the Table Topics Master role, and it was always looked forward to. To open, the Table Topics Master generally
gave a small introductory spiel (talk) about the value/purpose of table topics, and how the session was going to be run. While this was mostly for the benefit of newcomers, or guests, it also served to give the session structure. They'd explain that they were going to call on a speaker, who would come to the front of the room, and they'd shake
hands.Then the speaker would be given a topic on which they would talk for a minimum time of one minute and a maximum time of two minutes, timed by the Timer. When they had finished, the Table Topics Master would shake their hand once more and the speaker would return to their seat, amid clapping from an appreciative audience. Then
another person would be called up and the process repeated.If there were guests at the meeting, after they had watched three or four speakers, they were given an opportunity to either briefly introduce themselves or take a topic if they wished to.After the last speaker, the Table Topics Master, closed the session, thanked the participants, and handed
the running of the meeting back to the Toastmaster of the Day. Return to Top The Ah-counter and the Evaluator Other than the Timer and the Table Topics Master, there are often two more people listening intently, and making notes, on what is happening throughout the session. They are the Ah-counter and the Evaluator.The Ah-counter is listening
for repeated filler sounds (ums, ahhs, ers...) words (like, so, yeah, actually, really...), or phrases (you know, I mean, by the way...) and making a tally of them. During the evaluation part of the meeting, they will be called to report on their findings. E.g.Megan: 3 'ums' and 2 'yeah, I dunnos'. Bill: 4 'yeah, um, like, well' sequences.George: 5 'likes'... The
purpose is not to shame but to highlight habitual speaking patterns that detract from what is being said. Becoming aware of what we actually say and do, rather than what we think we do, gives us an opportunity to learn to pause, or find other words. Return to Top Feedback and evaluation There's a Toastmasters' joke that if someone moves and
speaks during a meeting it will be someone else's job to evaluate how they've done, regardless of whether it's finding the mugs for the half-time coffee/tea break or handing out flyers for the next major Toastmaster hooley (get together). Although that's an exaggeration, receiving an evaluation and giving one is one of the most valuable aspects of
belonging to a club. We learn so much from them. Through feedback we find out if the speech we gave appealed to our audience. Was the content appropriate? Did the structure work? How effective was our body language? How well did we use our voice? Did we use filler words?

Did we finish our speech within the allocated target time? And most importantly, we receive specific suggestions for improvement. For more see Speech evaluation - giving and getting structures, informed speech feedback. There's a printable example evaluation form to download for your own use. Return to Top What I learned through speech
evaluations A thorough evaluation done by an experienced person is gold. For instance, thanks to receiving speech evaluations, I learned my hands behaved like a pair of frantic flapping birds when I got excited. They danced distractingly: flicking this way and that. They had to be slowed down and given specific gestures to make, ones supporting
what I was talking about. I found out I rolled my eyes skyward while inwardly scrabbling for the next few words to say. Again, disconcerting for the audience. And there was, sometimes, a lamentable lack of structure. A rave, a tenuously connected string of ideas, however inventive, is not a Table Topics speech. Right. Got it. It took practice, a lot of it,
before I became a better speaker.

Return to Top What is a good table topic? A good Table Topic is one inviting the speaker/respondent to use their imagination. It does not require prior knowledge of the subject to give an effective response, and neither is it a question inviting a simple 'yes' or 'no' answer. For example, anyone can respond to universally applicable, open-ended
questions or topics like these.What was the best decision you ever made, and why?Who was your hero when you were a child, and why?Tell us about a time you felt truly happy.What is your favorite season, and why?They will elicit entirely different speeches depending on who receives them. Jump to 80+ good table topics questions. Return to Top
What makes table topics fun? In my experience, Table Topics is fun when it's run smoothly and lightheartedly by the Table Topics Master, and the topics they've chosen are ones the speakers can relate, and respond, to relatively easily.Topics requiring specialist or specific knowledge tend to panic inexperienced speakers when they don't have a clue
about the subject they've been given. They'll flounder into umming and ahhing. However, the same topic given to someone who knows what they're doing, will be calmly and neatly sidestepped if they have nothing to say on it. Nuclear fission and its role in shaping the world For instance, being asked to talk on 'Nuclear fission and its role in shaping
the modern world' would have many people gasping. (What?! Goodness gracious!) However, someone experienced could change it to a topic they were interested in. Like this:"Ah, yes, fellow toastmasters, 'nuclear fission and its role in shaping the modern world'. It's a worthy topic, a weighty one." (Large pause.) "You know, I've been rehearsing in my
mind for a long time what I'd say if I ever was asked to speak on something I had absolutely zero knowledge of. And here it is, at last, - an opportunity not to be passed up, one to grasped and grateful for. Thank you, Table Topics Master!So, here's the deal. I am going to exchange your topic for something I'm equipped to speak about. Ladies and
gentlemen, dahlias. Yes, flowers, specifically, dahlias. You're going to get approximately one minute on how these glorious autumnal blooms, available in a riot of vibrant colors have shaped my world, for the better." To make the table topics session fun prepare topics you know the people you're going to give them to can handle. Be kind.

Be creative and, be real. While the ability to sidestep a topic is useful, don't make them unnecessarily tough. The goal is to have people willing and ready to speak. (It's also handy to have a couple of extra topics in case you suddenly find you have time for more speakers.

And if you want to give people specialist topics, match the person you've chosen to speak with a question/topic tailored specifically to target their personal experience and knowledge.) Go to 80+ table topics questions Return to Top What is the benefit or value of Table Topics? By taking part in Table Topics, Toastmasters' members develop the ability
to organize their thoughts quickly under pressure and to respond calmly, and appropriately, to impromptu questions. And through witnessing a Table Topics session, being in the audience: listening and watching, we learn what works and what doesn't. At a very practical level the principal benefit is being able to readily take opportunities to speak up
either for yourself or on behalf of others who don't have the confidence, skills or experience to speak for themselves. For instance, a competent impromptu speaker can readily give a good welcome speech, a thank you speech, a toast, or answer questions well in a meeting or at job interviews.

They know to make small talk: how to chat easily and thoughtfully to people they're meeting for the first time, and their facilitation skills are good too. These are all highly valued assets in either private or public life. If you want to extend your career possibilities, participating in Table Topics is a great way to acquire sought after leadership skills.
You'll learn to become a better speaker, a better listener, and a better communicator in a safe supportive environment. And it's a lot of fun! Return to Top Table topics questions: 80 plus suggestions Themed ideas for table topic speeches Before deciding on a set of topics, check with the Toast Master of the Day, on the theme of the meeting. Can you
extend that into your questions? Is there a 'word of the day' to highlight too? Can you work it into your introduction? Can the speakers use it in their speeches? Make that a challenge and ask the Grammarian to keep a tally. There's a printable to download for each of the four sets of table topics. (Please note they will open on a new page.) 20
Christmas themed table topics + printable For instance, if the theme is Christmas, here's a collection of 20 topic ideas to fit, with a printable. What secret Santa gift would you give someone close to you, and why?What does Christmas mean to you?How do we de-commercialize Christmas?What is your favorite Christmas song?What do you think about
re-gifting gifts you don't want?If you could kiss anyone under the mistletoe, who would you choose?What is the very best gift someone could give you for Christmas?If you could give someone you love whatever you wanted, what would that gift be?Why do we lie to children about Santa Claus?What Christmas traditions do you observe?Your much-loved
Aunt gives you a truly hideous Christmas sweater. What do you do?What do you do when your Christmas spirit is running low?Did you ever sneak a peek at a Christmas present before you were supposed to? Tell us about your worst Christmas nightmare.What is your favorite childhood memory of Christmas?How did you learn that Father Christmas
(Santa) was a fiction?For me, it would not be Christmas without [fill in the blank]?Do you shop for Christmas presents or make your own?Who is the most difficult person in your family to choose a present for?What are you grateful for this Christmas? Get the printable: 20 Christmas themed table topics. Return to Top Table topic ideas - 20 life-lessons
Or if the meeting theme is 'life lessons' the speech topics could be: The time I got caught out doing something I knew I shouldn't have been.What lessons I have learned the hard way.How I solved my procrastination problemWhy looks can be deceivingHow what you think about yourself shapes your lifeHow to de-clutter and recycleWhy learning you
can't please everyone will save your sanityHaving money does not solve all problemsThat budgeting worksWhy, when and how to apologizeThat power is intoxicatingHow giving more is the key to getting moreHow to work out what is essential That learning to laugh at oneself keeps your ego in checkThat it's the little things in life that countThat
preparation and practice are the keys to successThat getting older or aging is not an excuseWhy failure can be an opportunityThat regret is a waste of timeThat education is never complete Now get the printable: 20 life-lesson table topics.

Return to Top 20 music themed table topics ideas And here's some great ideas if the meeting theme is the importance of music: If you had a theme song, what would it be, and why?What is the earliest piece of music you can remember loving listening to? How does music unite people?What are some of the health benefits of listening to music?What
piece of music drives you crazy?Which musical instrument would you like to play, and why? What is your all-time favorite song? Why? What makes it special?What is your favorite musical genre? Why?What singer or musician do you particularly admire? Why?Why do you think some musicians become mega stars?What music has special memories for
you?What music do you listen to while you work?What's the first album you bought?How does the music played in either lifts, shops or arcades make you feel?What music makes you want to dance?What sort of music did your parents listen to?What's the best concert you've ever been to?Why is it important for children to have a musical education?
What types of music are most popular amongst the people you know?What makes music universally appealing?

Download the printable: 20 music themed table topics.

Return to Top 20 thought-provoking table topics questions My most valued possessionlIfI had all the time in the world I would...If I could only change one thing, I would change...What do you find truly beautiful?What have you learned about handling your own stress levels?Why is it important to do what you're told?How will you know when you've
'made it'?If you want to find yourself, where is the first place to look?If you could wish for a dream to come true, what dream would you wish for?What secret have you never shared with anybody until now?How do you know money is the root of all evil?Would you rather be popular or intelligent?What is something that used to scare you and doesn't
anymore?What do you want to be forgiven for?What makes me laugh.Is it ever right to do the wrong thing?What makes you feel safe and secure?When is it a good idea to follow your own path?What important lesson does failing teach?What does doing the 'right thing' actually mean? Get the 20 thought provoking questions printable.

Return to Top OMG - what is it? Unusual object table topics If your group of potential speakers are experienced*, try taking along a non-see-through bag full of smallish mysterious objects. Ask each person to reach into the bag and pull out the first object they touch. This is what they'll speak about. You'll get inventive, imaginative story telling on a
grand scale - what the object is used for, who it belongs to, its curious back story, its worth on the international market (priceless), ... When I use this idea, I go around my home looking for items that don't readily reveal what they actually are, how they are used and, that are robust enough to be handled safely. I put one in the bag for each person and
a couple of extras to be on the safe side. For instance: a small spiky ball made out of some sort of hard black plastic compound, a sharpened, polished wooden stick with a large glass bead glued on one end of it, an old, tarnished silver-plated rack thing with a handle, a piece of curved polished stainless steel, a soft squishy egg made out of green gel,
and so on. *Some topic ideas are more difficult for newcomers than others. Ones asking for highly creative responses might bewilder inexperienced speakers.

If in doubt, check with the person if they want to participate before asking them to speak. Once they've seen what others do with topics like these, they're more likely to give it a go themselves sometime in the future. Return to Top Current events headlines Here's another effective easily prepared table topics idea. Take a look at the current events
pages of your local papers. What you want is a collection of evocative headlines - one for each speaker and a couple of spares. Here's some examples from my local newspaper today: Police use helicopters, drones in massive raid on cannabis plots in remote bush, Cockroaches, pests and filthy kitchens found in nine food outlets, Pre-school teacher
drove to work drunk but keeps teaching license, Can you be too young to get married?, Can drinking wine make me a better artist?, Boy gets stuck climbing into claw machine for prize at theme park...Cut your chosen headlines out. Fold them up and put them in a container. Have each speaker select one to use as a starter for their speech. What they
say needn't be true! Encourage 'alternative facts': creative, inventive storytelling. Return to Top Resources for impromptu speaking (table topics) If you're looking for more impromptu speaking resources check these out. 100+ creative fun ideas for table topics: 11 themed lists - topics based on extraordinary book titles, acronyms, colors, cliches,
bumper sticker wisdom and more.150 impromptu speech topics: a highly popular serendipity, (a little bit of everything), selection. 150 one-minute speech topic ideas: with example speeches, text and audio, plus a printable speech outline template.40 picture prompts for impromptu speeches: a printable of 40 quality images, and instructions for 5
impromptu speaking/storytelling activities.Impromptu speech outlines: 7 structural formats for impromptu speeches, each with a printable outline and an example. 196 printable impromptu speech topic cards: 98 proverbs and 98 quotations. 17 fun impromptu speech activities to ease people into impromptu speaking without stress. A complete
resource. Comprehensive guidelines plus printables. Suitable for middle school upwards. Return to Top Other resources especially for Toastmasters Master your Toastmaster icebreaker: a thorough step by guide, with examples, going from selecting a topic, writing and rehearsing, through to delivery. With an example icebreaker speech. 60 body
language speech topics: a selection of topics carefully chosen to encourage expressive use of the body and voice. Any of them would be suitable for any project highlighting body language and/or vocal variety. Return to Top



