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July 21, 2019

Hiroshima Sister City
Commemorative Event
“Montreal Day”

Location: 6th Fl. Fukuya Department Store Eki-mae

“Montreal Day” was held again this year with HCA
Secretary General McKeeman acting as chairperson of the
organizing committee. As a group, the HCA participated in
the planning and implementation of the event.

To open the event, guests were treated to

[ERWNEEE- 28! maple water and maple rusk bread. Next, the

Eﬁ‘ b lJ B ceremony opened with greetings by Chairperson

E' "l = ¢ McKeeman, Hiroshima Mayor Matsui as host, and

REL UFrnNeée € special guest Mr. Brulotte, Délégué général of

the Délégation générale du Québec a Tokyo. The
Mayor of Montreal also sent a personal message.
Next, we enjoyed an introduction to Montreal by
the two “Hiroshima Messengers”, and a jazz
performance by hisaka, a singer who performs
both in Canada and Japan. The event closed with

HNEOTB a raffle of Canadian goods to round out a multi-
Yy x—YUETEER faceted program. Through the event, participants
Greetings by

IWOFETZRUTCHSDIIEN TER U

Chairperson McKeeman

and shoppers passing by were able to get a little
taste of what Montreal is like as a city.
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At the Annual General Meeting
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hisaka, a singer with
a beautiful voice

July 22, 2019

Board of Directors Meeting,
General Meeting, and Reception

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

At the Board of Directors Meeting and General Meeting,
the FY2018 activity and accounts report and the FY2019
activity and accounts plan were discussed and approved.

The general meeting was followed by a reception, which
welcomed approximately 130 guests. The event began with
a speech by President Karita. He spoke of the passing of Mr.
Koki Tada, former HCA President, and gave a tribute to his
accomplishments. He continued his speech by mentioning
the G20 meeting held in Osaka in June. He said, “In this age
of a complex international society, Canada’s long-held policy
of understanding other cultures, accepting different values,
and multicultural way of thinking is important. It is meaningful
that our association can act as a bridge between our two
countries.”

Next, Mr. Fujii of the Canadian Government Trade Office,
West Japan read a message from Minister and Deputy Head
of Mission of the Canadian Embassy, Ms. Burger. She wrote,
“On the occasion of 90 years of diplomatic relations between
Japan and Canada, | would like to express heartfelt gratitude
for all your efforts to promote goodwill relations.”

HCA Vice President Hashimoto gave a toast
to open the reception, and the participants
enjoyed fellowship with Mr. Brulotte, Délégué
général of the Délégation générale du Québec
a Tokyo, and Mr. Mizusawa, Senior Manager
of the British Columbia Representative Office,
while enjoying Canadian food and beverage
products.

Midway through the event, the participants
were treated to a jazz performance by hisaka,
a singer who performs both in Canada and
Japan. She charmed the audience with her
songs infused with her feelings for Hiroshima.
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Under the wisteria trellis

October 26, 2019
Fall Picnic

Location: Hirata Farm, Miyoshi

Sixty six HCA members, family, and friends attended this
year’s fall picnic. Just before arriving at the farm, the typical
fog of Miyoshi lifted and we were greeted by blue skies.

After arriving at the farm, we first took a commemorative
photo under the wisteria trellis and had a toast with Canadian
beer. President Karita said a few words before the toast,
speaking of his attendance at a reception held for Canada’s
Supreme Court Chief Justice, who was in Japan to attend
the enthronement ceremony of the Emperor. The host of the
reception, the Canadian Ambassador, talked about Team
Canada’s training camp for the Rugby World Cup and the
team’s volunteer activities in typhoon-struck Kamaishi. Mr.
Karita said that he was pleased to be able to feel even closer
to Canada through this event.

After the toast, the participants enjoyed a barbeque
using Canadian beef and pork provided again this year by
HCA member Mr. Aoyama of Foods-i Co., Ltd. This year,
many family members attended and children and adults
alike enjoyed the juicy beef cooked
with charcoal. The pork miso soup
prepared by fellow HCA members
was popular again this year as well,
as many people formed a line in front
of the pot asking for seconds.

After the barbeque, the optional
activities started, including fruit
picking and fruit canning. The
participants took great care in taking
their carefully picked fruit and original
canned creations home. Surrounded
by the greenery of the mountains and
the fresh air, the members enjoyed
socializing with each other.
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’ BBRER AOvhbh - YvyF—TV ‘ < ) ’ Secretary General Scott McKeeman ‘
10B21HD#HEZ (EH338) T, 5% -  HHEN157EREZ On October 21st, 2019, the Liberal party was re-elected
#EUBROEEFOFUN, BIMBNCSDOMSHICHEE  WIN 8 maory governriont (17 seats out of 339, The
_ o o e con onservative Party won the popular vote 34.4% to 33.1%,
LEL. 5% {%WE‘F’ {ETXFHSALAE/O&@EER_@S‘S"]% but did not win enough overall seats (121) to defeat the
ZEESZBD0, 121BREFERY CEHRZ LOOCENTE  jperal Party. Prime Minister Trudeau will continue to lead the
9, MNUE—BHED s I ERTBHEZEEEITHILELEDFU. country.
A0 DEREMEAR T BiYE. ®55% . OROFETS. i The 40-day election campaign saw a heated battle
o S S S R o~ between the Liberals, the Conservatives, the New
i o AN (T AZ itk 22 ¢ N ) )
BROTNyZZa0EROE CHUNESHDRDLTSNE Democratic Party (NDP), and Bloc Quebecois. The results
L1, showed gains by the Conservatives, and Bloc Quebecaois.
PYAAF2TUMNETIVIN=FINTIE, RTFZ=D DL The provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan were nearly
EEEEDPLUE—, BRSO AOED SfcDOD AT UA M, swept by the Conservative Party. The Liberals were strongest
RN, KTTENT, SEEORCAR DM BZE SRS D in Ontario, Quebec, and the Atlantic provinces, showing a
_ ' ' ) clear political division between the east and the west.
EW)=f With a Liberal minority government, the Liberals will need
BREDNIMMESREL DI ET, ERZWILSTDICHICIE  the assistance of other parties to gain enough votes to pass
R DBHDB R REEOET, any legistation.
%FI'IBZ*ED\\\jjTg)\@g;;ﬁﬁi(:ﬁg%)ﬁ%%m[:ﬁ@5“%}@ The world will now be watching to see if the new
_ . =1y ‘o government can get enough cooperation to move forward
73’ igéﬁﬁ®§%ﬁtﬁljﬁig%ﬁb TN, HWHRHVEH with policies to make life better for Canadians and have a
[ o positive voice on the world stage.
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Visit to the University of Victoria (author on left)
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Member Essay

Accompanying the Hatsukaichi
City Youth Delegation to Canada

HCA Director Katsukuni Tanaka

Discussions began about creating
the Hatsukaichi City Youth Delegation
to Canada program last year to mark
the 30th anniversary of the forming of
Hatsukaichi City. North America was to
be added to the existing programs that
visit New Zealand, France, and Taiwan.
| was involved in the initial surveys
and preparations. The Victoria area of
British Columbia in western Canada
was finally selected, and this visit was
the first to be completed.

For seventeen days between July
27th and August 12th, three high
school students living in Hatsukaichi
City, who were selected from an open
call for participants, attended the
“Camp Victoria Summer Program”
hosted by the City of Victoria Board of
Education.

This program is based on homestays,
and students attend English classes
as well as tennis, basketball, and other
sports programs. They were also able
to experience tours of the parliament
buildings and Butchart Gardens among
others. This is a highly unique program
in that in addition to the Japanese
students, youth from more than thirty
other countries participate, allowing
them to experience each other’s
cultures through communication.

The participants were truly able to
study Canada’s excellent multicultural
policy first-hand and the three students
who participated this time had a
valuable experience. The participants

gave their impressions of the program by saying, “| was able

to experience the kindness of the Canadian people and also
learned about the good things about Japan” and “It was
a great experience for me to spend two weeks with other
students from South America and other countries in Asia
and make good friends.” One student also talked about their
future by saying, “I want to study English more and learn

about other countries.”

In accompanying the students this time, | was very
impressed by their sensitivity to others and their spirit of

pursuing their future dreams. | also felt the importance of
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experiencing other cultures at an early age.
“Boys, be ambitious!”
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At the end of October, | had the opportunity to have dinner with a group of 17
Canadians who visited Hiroshima in between attending the Rugby World Cup
games.

All of them were former rugby players and some of them were former
Canadian national team members. | was impressed when they said, “We are
encouraged by the progress of the Japanese National Team,” and “Up to a few
years ago, Japan and Canada were about the same skill level, but since the last
World Cup, we have seen the team develop at a very high pace in a short period
of time. Team Canada can do it too if we try.”

We look forward to Japan’s activities at the next World Cup in four years, and
we will also cheer for the kind Canadian team that helped with the recovery
activities at the typhoon-damaged areas of northern Japan this time.

—HCA Secretariat—
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