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“The Steam Clock”—Landmark in the Gastown area of Vancouver Photo by HCA Director Tanaka
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December 14, 2021
Christmas Party

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

The HCA Christmas Party was held for the
first time since 2019. Precautions such as
increased space between seats were put in
place to prevent the spread of COVID.

Approximately 120 people attended the
event that was also attended by special guests,
Counsellor David Bostwick from the Canadian
Embassy and Mr. Koji Fuijii, Trade Commissioner
from the Canadian Government Trade Office,
Fukuoka.

The event began with a beautiful performance
by a string quartet from the Hiroshima
Symphony Orchestra of songs reminiscent of
Canada including the theme from “Titanic” and
a Christmas medley.

During the opening speech by President
Karita he included his aspirations by saying,
“We were unable to hold events due to COVID
restrictions, but thanks to the cooperation from
the Canadian Embassy, in October we were
able to hold a presentation for members. We will
continue to work on ways to promote mutual
understanding and exchange relations in a way
that fits with the times.”

Next, Counsellor Bostwick spoke of the
Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics, and of the
new arrival of Ambassador McKay. He said,
“The relations between Japan and Canada have
become even stronger despite the pandemic.”

After a toast with Canadian beer, we enjoyed
a dinner while watching “Northern Lights”, a
projection mapping performance about Canada’s history
that was created using the Canadian Parliament buildings in
Ottawa as a backdrop.

The highlight of the evening was a draw for gifts donated
by members. The room was filled with the smiling faces of
the winners as they received their gifts.
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March 8, 2022
Regular Meeting (Film Screening)

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

Before the film screening, President Karita
expressed his wishes for a swift conclusion to
the war in Ukraine. He said, “In these difficult
global times with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
one thing we can do is continuous grassroots
international exchange.” He also spoke
of the success of Team Japan’s women’s
curling team at the Bejing Olympics and how
curling was once introduced at Tokoro-cho in
Hokkaido. After Hokkaido became Alberta’s
sister province in 1980, an exchange event
with Canada was held to introduce curling
to people in Hokkaido. President Karita
mentioned “It is good to learn that the starting
point of such a strong team which is able
to get Olympic medals in recent years was
somehow related to Canada.”

Approximately 60 people attended this year’s film
screening. We showed “The Fireflies Are Gone,” filmed in
Quebec and winner of Best Canadian Film at the Toronto
International Film Festival. The film is a story of the daily
life struggles of a 17-year-old girl approaching high school
graduation. Through the film we were able to get a feeling for
the lifestyle and culture of Quebec.
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March 15, 2022

Presentation of Letter of
Appreciation by Ambassador
McKay to President Karita

Location: Ambassador’s Official Residence

On March 15 at the Ambassador’s
Official Residence in Tokyo,
Ambassador McKay presented
a letter of appreciation to HCA
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President Karita receiving letter of appreciation
from Ambassador McKay

President Karita.

President Karita was appointed
Honorary Consul of Canada in
Hiroshima in 2013. He has offered
consular services to Canadians
and also contributed to cultural
exchange between Canada and
Japan for eight years. The letter
of appreciation was presented to
President Karita to recognize his
longstanding services.



* Jjj'ﬁ‘lﬁiﬁ * Canada Column

AFTEIIS4F

| EBER X3y h-IvE-—3Y | 4g P

20225 2H24H, OYT7HBED IS/ T \ODESRRZHKE
LU, tFRPICHUWVRDDILNDEUfC, DA FXRTATICLDE
201BFERRTHFYICETIISAFTRERDAOKIB0AAIC
£D, DOSAFEOVTUNDETIERECLUIE, DT FEFS
EIOCTWVWAIELZEHOTCRBETILETEY, DISA(T %=
SREFLERCTELCWVF T,

BE: NFTIREDISATHODELLEDTIAANDBRZRZITAND
CEZEMRL, T F TRERPAEEZRI RIEICH U TCDREEL,
RIIANDFHREZHBHE U,

ANEXE  REPERRT, DT YEERIER #EXE Y1)
=K, BE BHRELIC2E45005AF % - RILZEBILT
WEd,

BhfE . W FF2015FEN5, DISA T CTINNEOEEEDES
iz EUCER U (KIEHR) . RENTIIE, DISATEIC
REBOIUIFREBHEOERRHEZRHELCVE T,

BENH : OV 7 \DENZEHTHRZRIES DD, T
(FEECHHELCOY 7 BFEHEDEANCHUCE TS KIERE
HlHZRELTVETD,

RIB|OELE OV 7IEINFT T, BREENBIFEBENDH
ZED, ARZEDCHICBBERZFAMLCNDLFFEINTVR
Jo hFHME REBORD DI PHEBLEOREZERICH LT
11318E, BBER=ZEIETDENZLTVET, e, ERDRY b
D=0 BNDI\—hF—ZBUCOISAFICHAITHERTED
BERZRHL, BBEROMMELEVKIICHEHTNETD,

HREDERFEMCTROTDICERIDILEFARAETLL
2. LU, FEDEVEBADSERTDEADESDH NI EXRD
NBZEDTFNKD, BLBRIDIELEZBEOTVET,

Canada and Ukraine

’ Secretary General Scott McKeeman

On February 24, 2022, Russia began a military invasion
of neighboring Ukraine, causing outrage around the world.
According to Wikipedia, in 2016 there were around 1.3
million residents of full or partial Ukrainian origin in Canada
making it the largest Ukrainian population outside of Ukraine
and Russia. Canada cannot just stand by and watch what
is happening, and has agreed to help Ukraine in a variety of
different ways.

*Immigration -- Canada has committed to welcoming
at least 10,000 Ukrainian immigrants and has begun the
welcoming process including helping families find homes and
jobs in Canada.

*Humanitarian assistance -- At the date of writing, Canada
has donated 245 million dollars to help with emergency
health care, support of refugees, and assistance with shelter,
water, sanitation, and food.

*Defense -- Since 2015 Canada has been assisting with the
training of military personnel in Ukraine (currently paused)
and is now providing lethal and non-lethal military equipment
to Ukraine’s military operation.

*Economic sanctions -- To increase pressure on Russia to
end the war, Canada has joined other countries in introducing
a number of economic sanctions against the government of
Russia and certain individuals.

*Countering disinformation -- Russia has been accused
of using disinformation to gain support for their ideals and
profit from false content. Canada is committed to battling
disinformation by educating Canadian citizens on how to
spot false information and prevent its spread. Canada also
works to provide reliable information about Ukraine on its
national networks and works with international partners to
help stop the spread of false and damaging information.

The reasons for war are complex and impossible to fully
comprehend. However, for the sake of the lives of innocent
civilians and prevent further losses on both sides, we hope
that an appropriate solution can be found soon.
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At the time of publishing this newsletter, the COVID pandemic seems
to be slowly coming under control. We were able to hold the annual
Christmas Party last December and Regular meeting in March. As
well, a public Montreal Day event is planned for the first time since the
pandemic started. It was also announced that the G7 meeting will be
held in Hiroshima in 2023, which will be a fantastic opportunity for not
only Hiroshima but also the HCA, as there will likely be a large Canadian
delegation attending the event.

It seems that we are slowly returning to the activities we enjoyed a few
years ago. We hope that we can continue on this positive course, rebuild
the connections with Canada that were on hold for the past 2 years, and
build an ever-stronger HCA for our members.

—HCA Secretariat—




