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Overview
Fighting firsl broke out in Demoso torvn. Karenni State in May 2021 lollou,ing the corip

and has since spread across the state. 282,615 Karenni people have becn displaced, and maior
to\\,ns such as Demoso and Hpruso have been completel.v- deserted. Internally displaced persons

iIDPs) have fled to rural communities. the tbrests" neighboring states. and Thai-Karenni border.
After intensified fighting and airstrikes targeting ll)l's camps in June and July 2023. over 8,000
f'led to 'l-hailand of u,hich about 6,000 have been pressured to return whilc about 2.000 remain
in Thailand's Mae Sariang and Mueng districrs dr"re to unsafe conditions l.o retunr. Follor,ving
Operation I 111 in Loikaw. ovcr 52,000 Loika.rv residcnts have been displaced.
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Operation 1111

In an attempt to take Loikar,l. the state's capital. Kercnni resistance forces launchcd
Operation 1 1 1 I on November 11 " 2023 . Resistance forces have captured 13 outposts including
the statc's police station, state's court, and Loilen Lay's police station in Loikarv area. With that.
roughl.v 8576 of Loika$, tolvn has been captured by resistance lorces. .Tunta's forces rernain in
lheir strongholds at Regional Operation Commands and in about 6 other battalion bases. See

map fbr krcation cletails.

Mese Township
Combined resistance fbrces launched several operations in June and Jui-v 2023 in Mese

tou'nship. bordering Thailand's Khun Yuam and Mae Sariang districts, and captured two border
crossing points. a SAC's tactical operation command base. a township police station. 5 rnajor
outposts. and one IIGIr basc. As of this briet-c1 the entire Mese torvnship is under Karenni
resistance control. There have also been about 7.000 lDPs in Mese tur,vnships who fled fiorn
other torvnships rvithin the past trvo years and are currently sheltering in 9 camps. Additionalll."
ahout 5.000 iocal residents were also displaccd during June and Jul,v with most of'them lleeing
across tl,e border. Over 4.000 of thern have since returned to their cornmunilies. iDPs
cornmittees provides humanitarian assistance sen ices in coordinalion rvitlr Karenni interint
iidrninistrative authorities and r.vith suppofr fiom donors.

State of the SAC
'l'he SAC has lost a significant control of Karenni State since the coup. fhe only

adrninistrative services still functioning are in Loikaw, but that is increasingly under threats

i Displacenrent figures lluctuate'rvith frequent rnovements of IDPs due to saf-ety and humanitarian assistance
reasons. Displacement and civiiian kilied figures souroe: Kare'nni Civil Societ-v Nenr,olk (KCISN)
I Airstrikr: and outpost seized figures source: Karenni Amr1,
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r,r',ith resistance forces capturing about 85-?i, of the tt'rwn. SAC troops are now conl'rned to &eir
bases and outposts. and are hcaviii,' rel5ring on air supports tbr attacks. supplies. and
reinlbrcement. Hach major troops morrcment is supported b,v artillery shots and airstrikes to
clear the way. Within the past year. SAC has removed at least 2l of its outposts thal were on
'lhai-Karenni border line. Some ol SAC's bascs in l-oikaw. Demoso. Hpruso. Bawlekeh. and
I'hasaung still house their famill' members and provide basic services such as healthcarc and
education. Since Operation 1111. SACI has suft-ered at least 90 casualties of-rvhich at leasl 60
of'thern rvere in Loikaw.

Displaeement
Displacernent among Karenni people is widespread rvith t\,vo thirds of'roughly 300.000

of the statc's population have bcen displaced. Ma"loritl, of lDPs arc taking refirge in rvestern.
nofilrrvestern. and southeastern parts of Karenni State. More than 50.000 Karenni in Pekhon
torvnship, Shan State havc also been displaced since 2021. Loikarv township has the highest
nutnbEr of pcople displac'ed at over 92.000, follor.l'ed b.v I)emoso tou,nship at over 83,000. and
Pekhon at 56.000. Most of the locations where IDPs are located are ou{ olreach of international
organizations fbr satetl, reasons or restrictions piaced by SAC. As such IDPs in hard-to-reach
areas rcl-v on small and irrcgular amounts donations tbr fbod. shelters. and rnedical sr"4':plics. A
small nr"unber olII)Ps are able to find livelihood aclivities such as srrall-scale thrming" shops.
barLrer shops" saloon. and auto repairs. Such actirrities usually take place rvhere IDPs
communities arc located within or ncarby large host communitics. IDPs havc also been tahing
care of their education, healthcare. and adrninistrative services often r,vith donor's assistance
and volunteers' scrvice contribution.

lnterim Arrangement
Whilc det-ending thc pcople anci providing feir their humanitarian needs. Kerenni

stakeholders including KNPP and other armed groups. civil society organizations, women and
youth groups, and political parlies have also taken several coliective political initiatives lbr the
interim pcriod and the futurc of the state as a unit of a future fedcral democratic union. l"he
tbllor.vings are somc of the ke,v initiative s taken sinoe 2021.

9 April 2021: Karenni State C'onsultatir.e Council (KSCC) is fbmed with 17 rnembers.
representing armed resistance organizations in Karenni State, political parties. Karenni
State legislative committee. CSOs. -vouth. worrr:n, and strike committses

18 January 2A22: Karenni State Interim Arangcment is adopted in line with Part 2 of
the Federal f)emocralic Charter's provisions on the need to have le-eislatir,e. executive.
and judiciary afi:angenlent within 1-ederal units during the interim period

a

6 June 2023: Karenni State Interim Executive Council (IEC) is formed ivith 7 members

7 Septemlrer 2023: Deparlments of'Home Affairs. Education. Health, Humanitarian
and Rehabilitation. and'Ireasur!' and'[axation are lbnnecl under IEC

18 October 2023: Department of Wbmcn and Children AfTairs is fbrmed under IEC

17 November 2A23: Karenni Statc Interim Parliamcnt (KSfP) is announccd (initiail1,."
the legislative body'r,vas knowrr as Karenni State Inlerim Legislative Cornnrittee) to act
us the legislative body during interim period

29 Novemtr er 2A23: Departmenl of Justice is lbrmed under IIIC
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5 December 2023: KSIP enacts Karcnni State- Police Department Act and Karenni State
lnterim .Tuciici ary Act
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