
Inspection of Muddy Boots Childcare
Quickes Farm, Newton St. Cyres, Exeter, Devon EX5 5AY

Inspection date: 3 March 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children have great fun at Muddy Boots Childcare. They are welcomed into a 
warm, nurturing nursery where they can learn and grow emotionally and socially.
Staff use their thorough knowledge of children's development to plan experiences 
that are right for every child. Staff have high expectations of children. They take 
every opportunity to celebrate children's learning. Children of all ages play 
exceptionally well together. Older children show great care to younger ones. They 
happily share toys and wait their turn. Children behave impeccably. The use of the 
safari tent and extensive outside areas are extremely well planned. Activities 
capture children's imagination and are linked closely to their interests and ideas. 
Older children spend a large proportion of their time outdoors. They gain a deep 
appreciation of nature and the environment. Children thrive in the exciting and 
challenging outdoor areas. They learn what they can accomplish by themselves and
develop a 'can do' attitude. Babies and young children receive excellent support. 
They happily explore and experiment with the wide range of stimulating resources. 
Experienced and highly attentive staff encourage them to chatter and to be 
inquisitive. The leader, manager and staff are passionate about providing the best 
quality service to children and their families. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders, managers and staff work extremely well together. They continually 
evaluate the effectiveness of their teaching and provide exceptional support to 
each other. There is a strong team ethos and shared vision to give children the 
skills they require to succeed in life. 

n Staff enthusiastically encourage children to enjoy outdoor play and develop 
physical skills and confidence. For example, children climb the large tractor 
tyres. They challenge themselves to jump off. For the first jump staff hold 
children's hand. As children get braver they excitedly jump on their own. 

n Children listen attentively to stories. They keenly join in with rhyming words and 
happily answer questions posed by staff. Staff use a wide range of vocal tones, 
constantly model words, phonetic sounds of letters and repeat sentences back to
children, replacing mistakes with corrections. As a result, children's literacy and 
speaking skills are promoted exceptionally well.

n Children have wonderful opportunities to learn in a natural environment. For 
example, they are very keen to make more birdfeeders to take home. Staff 
skilfully question children about different bird species, testing and building on 
their knowledge. Children are totally engrossed as they carefully spread honey 
onto a cardboard tube. They persevere to ensure the birdseed covers the entire 
sticky tube. Children show great pride with their finished design. 

n The leader is exceptionally passionate about helping the lives of others and 
promoting emotional awareness. She is an outstanding role model for staff, 
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parents and children. She supports local charities that help families and plans 
regular events to help parents to socialise. Staff make excellent use of a variety 
of materials from businesses and industries that have chosen to recycle their 
offcuts and surplus to design, deliver and manage the nursery's curriculum 
effectively and with impact.

n Children enthusiastically learn mathematical skills through their play. For 
example, they count twigs, stones and spoons of mud as they make potions. 
They make spaceships with large cardboard boxes and work out which are the 
heaviest and lightest and the tallest and smallest. Staff skilfully support children 
to develop their skills, knowledge and understanding of number. 

n Children benefit from regular visits to the nearby arboretum. They learn about 
road safety and how to look after themselves. Children demonstrate they know 
and understand about seasonal changes for trees, shrubs and wildlife. They 
excitedly recall picking the ripe blackberries in autumn and seeing different 
coloured butterflies in spring. 

n Parent partnerships are a huge strength within the nursery. Parents receive 
excellent information about the benefits of reading to their children regularly and
how to support pre-writing skills at home. Parents and carers enjoy celebrating 
special occasions with children at the nursery. They complete regular 
questionnaires and comment very highly about the dedicated staff team and the 
exceptional progress children make. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know how to identify, and report concerns they may have about children's 
welfare. They understand their responsibilities to keep children safe and confidently
follow the robust policies and procedures in place. The manager ensures that all 
staff attend regular training. She keeps their skills current by discussions at staff 
meetings and regular questionnaires. Robust staff recruitment and induction 
procedures are followed. Staff are working towards receiving a special 
endorsement about their first aid processes from a well-known trust. Children learn
how to keep themselves safe in a variety of different situations and how to manage
their own risk. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY562138

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10136886

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 0 to 5

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 44

Name of registered person Muddy Boots Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP562137

Telephone number 07398644652

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Muddy Boots registered in 2018 and operates from the grounds of Quicke's Farm 
on the outskirts of Crediton, near Exeter. It is open from 8am to 6pm, Monday to 
Thursday and from 8am to 4pm on Friday, all year round. There are eight staff, 
three have level 3 qualifications and three have relevant degrees.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Linda Williamson
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities inside and out 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector completed a 'learning walk' with the manager, this was to observe
all areas of the nursery in order to understand how the early years provision and
the curriculum are organised.

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the leader. They 
discussed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector held discussions with staff at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n Meetings were held with the leader and manager and a range of documentation 
was sampled.

n The inspector considered written feedback from parents and carers about their 
views and experiences.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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