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Cherry Blossoms in Burnaby Mountain Park Photo by Katsukuni Tanaka (HCA Director)
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December 4, 2023
Christmas Party

Location: RIHGA Royal Hotel Hiroshima

The annual Christmas party, marking the end of the year,
was held with approximately 130 members in attendance.
Continuing from last year, we welcomed Ambassador
McKay, Ambassador of Canada to Japan, and Mr. Fujii from
the Canadian Government Trade Office, Fukuoka, as guests
of honour with the aim of deepening friendship among
members and promoting friendship with Canada.

President Ashitani reflected on the past year and stated
his view on the upcoming year in his opening address by
saying, "In Hiroshima, not only did the G7 Summit take place,
but also large-scale events and face-to-face events have
resumed, including the resumption of the autumn event by
the HCA. As our association celebrates its 35th anniversary,
we hope to continue planning enriching programs for the
coming year."

Next, Ambassador McKay spoke of Hiroshima as the place
where he first watched professional baseball during his high
school exchange in Shimonoseki. He also stated, "Japan and
Canada as nations have been longstanding friends, and we
hope to further strengthen our relationship. This is evident
from the fact that Canada's trade mission, 'Team Canada'
visited Japan, the only country in the world where the
mission went, and we hope to continue to support the strong
friendship between our two countries."

After the toast, Mr. Anderson, a Canadian member,
entertained the audience by singing Christmas songs and
familiar tunes with a guitar and a keyboard instrument.

Continuing on, the customary draw for prizes was held
with many gifts provided by the Canadian Embassy and HCA
members. Winning participants happily received their prizes.

RETUE-VEADES
Performance by HCA member, Mr. Anderson

Thank you for providing the prizes
for the draw!

We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude, as
once again this year, many prizes were generously
provided by our members for the draw.
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March 12, 2024
Regular Meeting
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HCA President Ashitani
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Lecture by Counsellor Davidge

Location: ANA Crowne Plaza Hotel Hiroshima

On March 12th, the regular meeting was held with
approximately 110 participants.

President Ashitani introduced the significance of
this year in his opening address, marking the 120th
anniversary of the opening of the Canadian Trade
Office in Yokohama and the 95th anniversary of the
opening of the predecessor of the Canadian Embassy
in Tokyo, the Canadian Legation, stating, "Throughout
our long history, a very good relationship has been
built between our two countries. We pay tribute to the
efforts of our predecessors and, as an association, we
aspire to enhance our activities to further strengthen
the relationship between our two countries."

Following this, Counsellor Davidge from the
Commercial Section of the Canadian Embassy gave
an easy to understand lecture entitled "Get to know
Canada!" Counsellor Davidge introduced Canada's
geography, history, partnership with Japan, and an
overview of the Canadian Pavilion to be exhibited at next
year's Osaka-Kansai Expo, incorporating quizzes along
the way.

Participants deepened their knowledge of Canada

in a fun atmosphere, with Canadian merchandise given as
prizes to those who answered the quizzes correctly.

During the networking reception after the lecture, attendees

enjoyed dishes made with abundant Canadian ingredients and

fostered friendships among guests and members.
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Cherry Blossoms in Vancouver
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HCA Director Katsukuni Tanaka

year, | was pleasantly surprised to find an abundance of cherry
trees in full bloom.

2006, celebrated its 18th edition this year, spanning four weeks
from March 29th to April 25th.

During my stay in Vancouver from mid-March to mid-April this

The "Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival," which began in

According to the park maintenance division of the City of
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Vancouver, there are approximately 43,000 cherry trees in the
city, accounting for about 36% of the trees on the streets. There
are 55 cultivars of cherry blossoms including the familiar Somei
Yoshino from Japan, as well as the vibrant pink Kanzan and
Yaezakura (double flowered cherry blossoms).

Upon investigation, | found that the reason why there are
so many cherry trees traces back to the 1930s when 500
cherry seedlings were sent from Kobe and Yokohama to
commemorate Japanese-Canadian soldiers who served in
World War |. After World War Il in 1958, the Japanese Consulate
General donated 300 cherry trees. Captivated by the blossoms,
Vancouver residents began planting them in parks, along
streets, and even in their own gardens.

Cherry blossoms have long resonated with the Japanese
people. It's truly heartwarming to see how cherished they are by
the citizens of Vancouver.
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Watching a hockey game at Scotiabank Arena
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Enjoying club activities with some of

Canadian Member Essay

Brady Anderson

Hello everyone! It’s so nice to meet you all - even if it is through
text. First things first, I'd like to tell you a little bit about myself.
My name is Brady Anderson and | come from a little town called
Milton, which is just outside of Toronto, Ontario.

If there’s only one thing you
should remember about me, |
want it to be the fact that | am
obsessed with hockey. Being
Canadian means you absolutely
must fall in love with hockey. |
was no exception to that and
| grew up playing sports all
my life. | wish there was more
opportunity to play here in
Hiroshima as well, but alas, it’s
far too hot here to get much
ice anywhere - | always say
that REAL winter doesn’t reach
Hiroshima.

For those of you who don’t
know hockey, it's a sport played
on ice with skates. Basically,
players play with six people
aside and they try to hit a small
disc called a puck into a goal.
The fun part is that you can
also hit each other as hard as
you want as well, which adds
to the excitement and difficulty
of the sport. If you don’t get a
chance to play hockey, | hope
you at least try to watch some
highlights on TV or online to get
a true taste of Canada.

With that being said, | also
love Hiroshima and it makes me
happy to know that there are
so many similarities to Canada
here too. | especially love the
momiji relationship since it reminds me so much of hockey and
my favourite team the Maple Leafs.

Here in Hiroshima | work as an ALT for a high school in Asakita
Ward called Koyo. Most of my days are spent trying to make
kids laugh, but | have a lot of fun. | actually belong to the Pop
music club and enjoy both instructing students with the teacher in
charge of the club and playing music together.

Anyways, thank you all for reading and | hope to meet you
some time soon!
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my club’s members
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Are you interested in Canada, but have never visited? Next year we
will have a very good chance to learn about Canada without getting on a
plane!

EXPO 2025 will be held from April to October 2025 in Osaka and the
Government of Canada is currently constructing a very large pavilion. The
theme will be “Regeneration.” Canada is known as a cold country with
people who are very warm and friendly. The EXPO building design will
portray this image, with an icy looking exterior and a display area inside
showing Canada’s “warmth, openness, and optimism.”

We hope many members will take advantage of this great chance to
learn about Canada.

—HCA Secretariat—




