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Hymn 122 How sweet the name

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
and drives away his fear. 

It makes the wounded spirit whole, 
and calms the troubled breast; 
’tis manna to the hungry soul, 
and to the weary rest. 

Dear name! the rock on which I build,
my shield and hiding-place,
my never-failing treasury filled
with boundless stores of grace.

Jesus! my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, 
my Prophet, Priest, and King, 
my Lord, my Life, my Way, my End, 
accept the praise I bring. 

Weak is the effort of my heart,
and cold my warmest thought; 
but when I see thee as thou art, 
I’ll praise thee as I ought. 

Till then I would thy love proclaim 
with every fleeting breath; 
and may the music of thy name 
refresh my soul in death. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
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cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect 
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your voice and to
follow your command, that all your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of
God the Father. Amen.

First Reading: Acts 2. 42 - 47
Many were baptized and were added to the community. 42They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.  43Awe came
upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All
who  believed  were  together  and  had  all  things  in  common;  45they  would  sell  their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day,
as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts,  47praising God and having the goodwill  of  all  the
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

Psalm 23

Lord, you are my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where you give me repose.
Near restful waters you lead me,
to revive my drooping spirit.

You guide me along the right path;
you are true to his name.
If I should walk in the valley of darkness
no evil would I fear.
You are there with your crook and your staff;
with these you give me comfort.

You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever.
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Gospel: John 10. 1 - 10
Jesus  said  to  the  Pharisees:  1‘Very  truly,  I  tell  you,  anyone  who  does  not  enter  the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice.  5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because
they do not know the voice of strangers.’ 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but
they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very
truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  8All who came before me are thieves and
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be
saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill
and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’ 

Sermon

Prayers of Intercession 

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

God is love and we are his children.
There is no room for fear in love.
We love because he loved us first.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith.

God our Father, we confess to you
and to our fellow members in the body of Christ
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
and in what we have failed to do.
We are truly sorry.
Forgive us our sins, 
and deliver us from the power of evil,
for the sake of your Son who died for us,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
God, who is both power and love,
forgive you and free you from your sins,
heal and strengthen you by his Spirit
and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, “Peace be with you”.
Then they were glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Hymn 234 Thine forever!

Thine for ever! God of love, 
hear us from thy throne above; 
thine for ever may we be 
here and in eternity.

Thine for ever! Lord of life, 
shield us through our earthly strife; 
thou the Life, the Truth, the Way, 
guide us to the realms of day.

Thine for ever! O how blest 
they who find in thee their rest! 
Saviour, guardian, heavenly friend, 
O defend us to the end.

Thine for ever! thou our guide, 
all our wants by thee supplied, 
all our sins by thee forgiven, 
lead us, Lord, from earth to heaven.

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Worship and praise belong to you, 
author of all being.
Your power sustains, 
your love restores our broken world.
You are unceasingly at work 
from chaos bringing order and filling emptiness with life.

Christ, raised from the dead, proclaims the dawn of hope.
He lives in us that we may walk in light.

Your Spirit is fire in us, your breath is power
to purge our sin and warm our hearts to love.

As children of your redeeming purpose,
freed by him who burst from the tomb
and opened the gate of life,
we offer you our praise,
with angels and archangels 
and the whole company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending glory:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Praise and thanksgiving be to you, Lord of all,
for by the Cross eternal life is ours
and death is swallowed up in victory.
In the first light of Easter, glory broke from the tomb
and changed the women’s sorrow into joy.
From the garden the truth shone clear
that he whom they had loved and lost
was with them now in every place for ever.

Making himself known in the breaking of the bread,
speaking peace to the fearful disciples,
welcoming weary fishers on the shore,
he renewed the promise of his presence,
and of new birth in the Spirit
who sets the seal of freedom on your sons and daughters.

On the night when he was given up to death,
knowing that his hour had come,
having loved his own, he loved them to the end.
At supper with his disciples
he took bread and offered you thanks.
He broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying:
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“Take, eat. This is my body: it is broken for you.”

After supper, he took the cup,
he offered you thanks, and gave it to them, saying:
“Drink this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant;
it is poured out for you, and for all, that sins may be forgiven.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

We now obey your Son’s command.
We recall his blessed passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension;
and we look for the coming of his Kingdom.
Made one with him, we offer you these gifts
and with them ourselves,
a single, holy, living sacrifice.

Hear us, most merciful Father, 
and send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this bread and this wine,
that, overshadowed by his life-giving power,
they may be the body and blood of your Son,
and we may be kindled with the fire of your love
and renewed for the service of your Kingdom.

Help us, who are baptised into the fellowship of Christ’s body,
to live and work to your praise and glory;
may we grow together in unity and love
until at last, in your new creation,
we enter into our heritage
in the company of the Virgin Mary, 
the apostles and prophets, 
and of all our brothers and sisters
living and departed.

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be to you,
Lord of all ages, world without end. Amen.
The living bread is broken for the life of this world.
Lord, unite us in this sign.

The Lord´s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Act of Spiritual Reception

In union, dear Father, with Christian people throughout the world and 
across the centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word
and receiving the precious Body and Blood, I offer you praise and 
thanksgiving.
Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking 
the Cup of Life I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and 
with your Son who gave his life for us.
Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I may be 
filled with your presence.

The Blessing
The God of peace,
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that great shepherd of the sheep,
through the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Hymn 76 (tune 443) Come, ye faithful, raise the strain

Come, ye faithful, raise the strain
of triumphant gladness!
God hath brought his Israel
into joy from sadness;
loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke
Jacob’s sons and daughters;
led them with unmoistened foot
through the Red Sea waters.
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’Tis the spring of souls to-day;
Christ hath burst his prison,
and from three days’ sleep in death
as a sun hath risen:
all the winter of our sins,
long and dark, is flying
from his light, to whom we give
laud and praise undying.

Alleluia now we cry
to our King immortal,
who triumphant burst the bars
of the tomb’s dark portal;
Alleluia, with the Son
God the Father praising;
Alleluia yet again
to the Spirit raising.
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